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Welcome to the June Four SMres magazine. 

Our cover picture this month features Blenheim 
Palace, that wonderful edifice In Woodstock just a few 
mites this side of Oxford. As mentioned elsewehere in 
this month’s magazine one can become very blase 
about the super attractions we have on our doorstep. 
Blenheim Palace plays host to a number of great 
events In the near future and we have tickets for 
readers to win. The Battle Proms concerts take place 
in June and J Countryfile Live’, a new outdoor event 
based on the popular BBC programme is hosted at 
the palace for the first time In August - this is bound to 
be an event not to be missed. There are also tickets 
for readers for the Silverstone Classic races and for 
’Nocturne Live', featuring amongst others, Elton John: 
what a feast of entertainment! 

Another form of theatrical entertainment will build to 
a crescendo this month with Boris Johnson and David 
Cameron slugging It out over the hustings! The Brexlt 
debate is sure to take centre stage during June and 
no matter what your particular view is, make sure that 
you exercise your democratic right and get out there 
and vote - there will be no point complaining about 
the result if you don't. 

I heard the BBC’s Test Match Special cricket 
commentary on the radio for the first time the other 
day, a sure sign that summer Is here: get outside and 
enjoy it... 

JEREMY WILTON 




A T E R M A N S 



Manufacturers & designers of bespoke jewellery 
Jewellery re-modelling * Repairs and restoration • Watch 
servicing & repairs * Pearl & bead re stringing * Hand engraving * 
Valuations for insurance 8t probate * Diamond & Gemstone 
dealers * Same day repairs & rhodium plating available * 
Gold, silver & unwanted Jeweller)' bought or part exchanged 

50 Parsons Street, Banbury, 0X16 5NB. Tel 01295 269210 
www.watermansgoIdsmifhs.co.uk 
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THE HOME OF HOME APPLIANCES 




ON SELECTED W1 WASHING MACHINES, 


Warranty includes parts, labour and call out charges. 
Visit www.miele.co.uk to find out more. 


Miele 

IMMER BESSER 

www.buywiseappliances.co.uk 




©01295 266087 

© sales@buywiseofbanbury.co.uk 


CONNECT WITH US 
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THE HOME OF HOME APPLIANCES 


45 Parsons Street | Banbury Oxon | 0X16 5NA 




















p FATHER'S DAY 

I 1 Perfect gifts for 
w'■ perfect dads. 

FASHION 

Sunny summer 
style and a 
charity fashion show. 

M HOMES 

Home gyms, 
sunny spaces 
and making an entrance. 


Our June issue focuses on Hie speed freaks and sport 
fanatics amongst you, with everything from horse racing 
to cycling t and motorbikes fo classic cars. There are 
some sfunn/ng motoring pictures from Goodwood , a 
goifing interview and even a barefoot waterskieri 



t £ i GARDENS & 

a u V M COUNTRY 

Countryfile Live 
takes to the stage at 
Blenheim Palace. 





YOUR LETTERS 

Four Shires' readers' 
thoughts. 

AROUND THE SHIRES 

Lots of local news 
from the Four Shires. 


M BOOKS 

Best monthly 
reads from The Old 
Hall Bookshop in Brackley. 


m M OUT Sc ABOUT 

Jp: Where to go and 
what to see in 
the Four Shires this month. 


A Aart 

J M Artweeks 

reviews and 
Barry Whifehouse’s 
Art Surgery looks at 
watercolour paper. 

P ARTS & 

Mm | ANTIQUES 

Wayzgoosefor 
lovers of letterpress! 

M MOTORING & 
SPORT 

A fantastic 

array of motoring and 
sport in the Four Shires. 



£ } f FOOD & DRINK 

m ■ Get the BBQ out 
■ and make some 

real gourmet burgers. 

A I ADDERBURY 
DAY OF DANCE 

9 Pictures from 
a super day of village 
morris dancing. 

# THEATRE 

^9 Bruce is at it 

again with more 
nights out at the theatre. 



101 
102 


EDUCATION 

Schools 

update. 

BUSINESS 

Four Shires 1 
business 


stories and successes. 



LOOKING 

BACK 

Pictures from 


the past - who do you 
know?, 


m MUSIC 

Bryan Ferry 
talks about 
Cornbury Music Festival. 
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LETTERS & DOG 







MIDDLETON CHENEY UTS 
SUCCESS 


Well done! 


WELL 

GROOMED 


Dog's friend 
'Artie' visited 
The Grooming 
Room in 
Marston St 
Lawrence 
recently* 

After the 
warm, friendly 
welcome he received 
from owner Pipa, he 
was indulged 
on pamper session 
shampoo, clip and set. 
'Artie 1 has been looking 
and behaving like a 
young pup after this, 
most undignified really 
for a dog of his age. If 
you fancy a four legged 
spruce up; call Pipa at 
The Groom/ng Room 
07753 658758. 


Dog makes no apologies 
for using the picture of 
Middleton Cheney U1 
football team (below 
right). The team recently 
won the Midland Junior 
Premier League plate 
final at Lilleshall sporting 
excellence centre near 
Telford. They beat a very 
talented Rushden and 
Diamonds side 
after a thrilling 
2-2 draw with 
extra time, 
eventually 
winning 3-1 on 
penalties. 

Congratulations 
to the lads and coaches, 
Simon Ream and Ryan 
Champkins. With both 
Banbury Utd and Banbury 
Rugby Club gaining 
promotion this year, it was 
nice to see another lo 
side achieve some . # 

notable sporting success. 


6 
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GIANT BOOT 

Dog was out on 
his travels and was 
highly delighted to 
see one of his mates 
on the cover of a 
book promoting the 
wonderful places 
that con be found in 
our glorious United 
Kingdom. Pie was 
slightly amused 
however, as the way 
the photographer had 
taken the picture made the 
little Jack Russell terrier look 
the same size as the Irish 
castle in the background! A 
monster Jack Russell. 



% 


# 



Curiously, whilst visiting Bodicote near Banbury, he 
came across this giant boot - no trick of the camera 
this time, the boot really IS the size of a carl Maybe 
someone lives in there... an old lady who didn't know 
what to do perhaps? 




DOG ON HIS TRAVELS 


Dog was ambling through 
the delightful village of 
Paxford nearShipston on 
Stour where he spotted 
some remarkable old 
signs. Dog ‘ 
fan of aid sign^ y ^ 
particularly the faded 
remains often seen on 
exposed brick walls in 
towns. It is interesting 
finding old photographs 
and tracing the original 
wording. In Paxford there 
was no need for investigative 
work as these lovely old signs 
are attached to buildings 
bearing the name 'The Old 
Bakery 1 

Whilst in the village he spatted one of the lovely 
old, red, phone boxes that nowadays are becoming 
quite rare. The enterprising villagers of this Cotswold 
hamlet have used the phone box as a receptacle for 
a defibrillator - a device to provide shocks to the heart 
in the event of a cardiac arrest. There is a similar box in 
Banbury on South Bar - here one can find many good 
paperback books. 


ALBERT ROUX 

Dog was Intrigued to hear that one of his favourite 
restaurateurs is heading to Shipston on Stour. Rumours 
have been rife that Albert Roux is setting up in the 
quiet Warwickshire town. It seems this might be true 
- as soon as dog knows more he'll be making a trip 
down there for a morsel or two. 










LETTERS & DOG 


ALCAN DESIGNS 

Many thanks to Mr Tom 
Jackson of Shipston on 
Stour for popping into 
our offices with some 
artwork from the 1950s. 

The drawings show I 
plans for the Northern I 
Aluminium Company's | 
stand that featured at 
the Olympia Building 
Exhibition in 1957. The 
stand was used as a 
promotional fool for 
aluminium roofing, 
made at the well-known Banbury 
plant In the 50s. Apparently, the 
sections produced at the plant 
were just over 20 feet in length 
and were, at that time, the 
longest pieces in the country. 

Mr Jackson worked for Banbury 
builder Hinkins and Frewins at 
the time and travelled down 
to London with his mate Arthur 
Cassell to help erect the stand. 


* 


Mr Jackson said: “It was good 
fun as we were paid London 
rates for the job and of course, 
we claimed travel too. We were 
given ten days to construct if 
from the plans." The plans were 
drawn up by talented artist 
George Walker who worked 
at the plant for many years. 
George is famous in the area 
for producing many high quality 
works. 


ASTON LE WALLS WAGGONER 
WAS KNOWN BY MANY 

Following the publication of 
a picture of an unidentified 
waggoner and horses in the 
magazine previously, many people 
have contacted us to let us know 
who it was. 


The waggoner was Dick Hisam who 
worked as a farm hand and horseman in 
the Appletree area for over 40 years before 
his death in 1996. Born in London, Dick lived 
most of his life in Aston Le Walls and worked 
the land. He had a particular affinity for 
animals and it was only natural that he 
should work as a waggoner or horseman. 


STRANGE TO RELATE.. 


Many thanks to Steve Palmer of 
Banbury for letting us know a little 
more about the artist Mr Tribbett, 
who appeared in the May 2016 
Four Shires magazine. The fate 
Bruce Tribbett lived in Deddingfon 
near Banbury with his partner in 
the 70s. His partner was a graphic 
designer whose claim to fame 
was that he designed the Swann 
Electric Kettle. Mr Tribbett, who we 
think was Canadian, would spend 
the winter in Spain and the summer 
back here in the four Shires. 

In something a little more 
peculiar Steve Palmer told us of a 
serendipitous event that occurred 
to him last month. Taking a look in 
the Katharine House Hospice shop, 
he was offered a box of Dinky toys 
for which he paid a good sum. 

One particular model truck caught 
his eye, and once cleaned up, 
the underside showed scratched 
in writing 'Clive Bradshaw'. 

Steve knew of Clive Bradshaw in 
Middleton Cheney and tried to 
track him down. He had no luck 
until his neighbour mentioned that 
a Clive Bradshaw worked for his 
wife. The toy truck was left on a 
table for Clive to happen upon and 
when he saw it, he was quite taken 
aback. Enquiring from whereupon 
it came, he said that all his model 
cars were packed up by his mum 
and sent away to his cousin who 
lived on the Isle of Wight in the 
1950s. To see his very own model 
truck again was quite a thing. 

How it made its way back to 
Banbury will probably never be 
knownl 
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A MIDSUMMER 
NIGHT S DREAM 
at Sibford School 


STREAM TRAIN FACTORY 
DECISION DELAYED 

Plans to replace a 
dilapidated steam engine 
works on Banbury's 
Canalside are being held 
at a red light. 

Cherwell District Council 
has deferred a decision 
on the proposal, which 
would see the 150-year- 
old building, previously 
Cherwell Iron Works, 
replaced with six smaller 
commercial units. 

"We are eager to make 
the right decision about 
a site which needs to be 
brought back into use, so 
it was felt prudent to give 
due consideration to the 
proposal from Banbury 
Civic Society" 


The Rain or Shine Theatre 
Company returns to 
Sibford School near 
Banbury this month 
with a rip-roaring, fast- 
paced jaunt through 
Shakespeare's best loved 
comedy, A Midsummer 
Night's Dream. 

Th is takes place on 22nd 
June. Gates open at 
6.30pm for picnics (please 
bring own seating] and 


the performance will start 
at 7.30pm. Tickets: £13 
adults, £11 cones, £6 
children. To book call 
03306 600541 or visit www. 
ticketweb.co.uk/event/a- 
midsummer-nights-dream- 
tickets/225403 

pictured: Puck (Rob 
tfeeves) & Qberort 
(Anthony Young); Tifom'a 
(Jayne Lloyd) & Oberon 
(Anthony Young) 


COMPTON VERNEY WINS CONTEMPORARY ARTIST 
AOWEN JIN 

As part of the annual nationwide Museums at Night 
initiative, Compton Verney will host a magical evening 
at the Warwickshire gallery in October - all thanks 
to YOUR help in securing the creative genius of artist 
Aowen Jin. Compton Verney went head to head with 
four other attractions to win the services of Chinese- 
born British artist Aowen Jin. 


For more information visit www.comptonverney.org.uk. 


architecture, containing 
Brown's biography, a taste of 
some of the 250 landscapes 
that he designed and 
influenced across England 
and Wales, and answers 
questions such as 'What is 
a Ha-Ha' and 'How many 
football pitches fit into the 
grounds of Blenheim Palace 1 , 


The film can be downloaded 
from this link: https:// 
we.ti/QDeEvfPX34 and is 
also available to view on 
YouTube. For further details 
of the Capability Brown 
Festival 2016 visit www. 
c apabilitybrown.org 


- ^ idSk 


FIVE MINUTES OF FUN 
- “WHO IS CAPABILITY 
BROWN?* 


'Capability' 
i Brown, 

whose 300th 
anniversary 
falls this year. 
The Capability 
Brown 
Festival has 
commissioned 

_/ a fun and 

" " friendly film to 

introduce new audiences, 
young and old alike, to the 
'Royal Gardener* himself. 
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The Capability Brown Festival 
2016 is celebrating the life, 
work and legacy of 18th 
century English landscape 
architect Lancelot 


The five-minute animation, 
They caff me Capab/ffty 
Brown*, provides a light 
hearted approach to 
18th century landscape 












DRUM FOR FUN 

World class session 
drummer Neil 
Wilkinson performed 
exclusively for the 
students of Zildjian 
cymbals artist Gary 
Marshall recently. 

The sessions, organised 
exclusively for the benefit 
of Gary’s students are 
always highly popular. 

Students were given 
pointers to good 
drumming skills by Neil 
who has worked with 


Annie Lenox, 

Van Morrison, Joan 
Armatrading and Paul 
McCartney amongst 
others. 

A drum raffle was held at 
the Cropredy workshops 
with cymbals, drumsticks 
and more lessons given as 
prizes. 



HAVING A LAUGH AT THE 
CORNBURY MUSIC FESTIVAL! 

8*10 July at Great Tew 

Top talent from the British 
comedy circuit: Dane 

Baptiste, Carl Donnelly, Ed Gamble and Nish 
Kumar are among the stand out stand-ups 
heading for the Cornbury Music Festival at Great 
Tew near Chipping Norton in Oxfordshire this July. 
Visit: www.cornburymusicfestivaI.com 


MAY DAY BREAKFAST SIZZLES UP £700 

Horley boasts an unusual legacy, a trust that supports 
local children through their education and also helps 
fund the community hall. The Michael Hardinge Trust 
(MHT) manages the legacy left by the village school's 
Headmaster who died in 1627. 

Recently, a charity breakfast was the perfect example 
of how the scheme’s 'micro' approach can make a 
major difference to local communities. The breakfast 
was a great success, raising nearly £700 for the trust. 



AROUND THE SHIRES 


Celebrated Shakesperean 
actress, Dame Judy 
Dench, opened fhe 
exhibition 'Shakespeare 
400 - history , heritage 
and faith af fhe Collegiate 
Church of St Mary, 
Warwick*. Pictures by Liz 
Drake. 
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OPERA FOR ALL 






Fringe Festival (11th 
June) and Marlow Town 
Festival (12th June). www. 
operaforall.org 



HIGH-FLYING ARTS 
FESTIVAL HAS FEET 
FIRMLY ON THE GROUND 


4 * 


This summer the Oxford 
Festival of the Arts, 
formerly MC5 Arts Festival 
Oxford, rolls out the 

programme in 
its eight year history. 

The new name reflects 
its status as a major 
regional celebration of 
arts and culture, and this 
year’s festival will boast 

gih-profile 


2016 


♦ FOUR SHI RES 

M A< r A/ EN li 


JUNE 






p 4 1 4 # 4 { S* f pr > ■ I i ' 4 1 1 4 I * 





FOODIES FESTIVAL 
ANNOUNCES LINE¬ 
UP 

Oxford food lovers 
can look forward to 
another faste-bud- 
tickling weekend this 
summer as Foodies 
Festival, the UK’s 
biggest celebration 
of food and drink, 
returns to South 
Parks from the 2nd 
to 4th September. 

As part of the 
festival, Oxford’s culinary 
elite will showcase their 
skills and share insight into 
this year’s food trends 
while answering questions 
from the audience. Chefs 
confirmed include, 
Rosemary Shrager - 
Celebrity Chef &. Star 


of The BBC’s The Reaf 
Marigold hotel Janos 
Veres - Michelin starred 
The HJndshead (Fteston 
Blumenthal) and Nick 
Bennett - MasterChef The 
Professionals Finalist 2015 

www.foodiesfestivaI.com 


MAKE A NOISE FOR NEW TINNITUS SUPPORT 
GROUP IN OXFORD 

A new group to support local people with tinnitus 
is being formed in Oxford. The first meeting 
will take place on Saturday 18th June, 3pm at 
St. Andrew’s Church, St. Andrew’s Road, Old 
Headington, Oxford, 0X3 9DL 

Tinnitus is defined as the experience of sounds 
with no external source, most commonly 
ringing or buzzing, but sometimes experienced 
as whooshing, clicking or even music. It is 
experienced by around 1 in 10 adults. Many 
people aren't troubled by sounds they hear, but 
for around 10%, the condition has a significant 
impact on their quality of life, often linked to stress, 
anxiety or sometimes depression. 

If you would like to find out more, please contact 
Dave at dave@finnitus.org.uk or on 0114 250 9933. 


speakers and events 
throughout its two-week 

run. 

The Sheldonian Theatre, 
Ashmolean Museum, 
Botanic Garden, Oxford 
Playhouse and several 
colleges will play host 
to events across the arts 
spectrum, from drama to 
gaming. Visitors include 
Oscar-winning director 
Sam Mendes, whose 
work includes blockbuster 
Bond films SfcyfaW and 


Spectre, BBC's Arts 
Editor Will Gompertz and 
World Affairs Editor John 
Simpson, Olympic athlete 
Roger Black, painter and 
sculptor Maggi FlamblEng, 
poet and novelist Ben 
Okri, and art critic and 
broadcaster Alastair 
Sooke. 

Oxford Festival of the Arts 
runs from 17th June to 2nd 
July. For more information 
and booking, visit www. 
artsfestivaloxford.org 












Recently 
three Warwick 
School bands 
travelled to the 
Royal Northern 
College of 
Music In 



Manchester to 
compete in the 
National Concert Band 
Festival Finals. 

The weekend 
culminated with Little 
Big Band, Jazz Lab 
and Foundation Wind 


TASK'S BASHES 


Orchestra bringing 
home a record three 


Friends of a Warwickshire 
cancer sufferer will host a 
charity ball at Coventry 
Hilton on 25th June to 
fund medical research. 

Friends of a Warwickshire 
woman who sadly lost her 
battle with cancer earlier 
this year after raising 
nearly £60,000 to fund 
medical research have 
vowed to carry on fund 
raising in her memory* 


Platinum awards. 
Simon Hogg, Director 
of Music at Warwick 
School commented, 

4t Winning the highest 
accoiade in this event 
is an outstanding 
achievement for 
our bands. A/I 
of our musicians 
produced outstanding 
performances which 
they shou/d be 
immensely proud of." 


The aim is to boost the 
coffers by a further 
£15,000. 

Natasha (Tash) Fermor 
set up the charity lash’s 
Bashes after learning that 
her breast cancer was not 
curable. 


Tickets to the black tie 
event are £45 each - or 
£450 for a table of ten. 

Visit www.toshsbashes. 
co.uk and to book tickets 
contact fashsbashess 1 
gmail.com 


TWIRLERS 

Two young gymnasts 
from Banbury have been 
chosen to represent 
England in a prestigious 
European competition. 

Aisha Halford (12) and 
Georgia Williams-Parker 
(14) will travel to France in July to represent their 
country in the European Twirling Cup. 

Twirling is a growing sport in which competitors perform 
gymnastic routines while twirling batons, it requires 
fitness, agility, balance, timing and courage. 

The girls are members of Banbury Cross Twirlers and 
were part of a team from the club that attended 
the British Baton Twirling Sports Association's National 
Championships over Easter where they took part in 
four days of tough competition. 




WIN TICKETS TO AN ULTIMATE 
OUTDOOR CONCERT 


Nocturne Live will be transforming 
The Great Court at Blenheim Palace 
in to the ultimate open-air concert 
venue later this month, when some 
fantastic headline acts take to the 
stage. 


to 

LU 


Starting the series of concerts off 
will be Ennio Momcone, who will 
conduct a 200-strong orchestra 
and choir on June 23rd. This will 
be followed by The Corrs, with 
support from Jack Savoretti on 
the 24th. Whilst classic Bond films 
will be brought to life by The Royal 
Philharmonic Concert Orchestra 
on the 25th and with some scenes 
from Spectre having been filmed at 
Blenheim Palace, the world heritage 
site is a fitting location for a concert 
in tribute to the iconic film series. 

Completing the concert series, will 
be non-other than Elton John and his 
band, with support from Foy Vance, 
entertaining on the 26th. This event 
has proved particularly papular and 
is now totally sold out. 

The Four Shires magazine has a pair 
of tickets to Ennio Morricone, The 
Corrs or The Royal Philharmonic 
concert orchestra (Classic Bond 
Films) to give away. For your chance 
to win one of these pairs, please 
email cathy@fourshires.co.uk with 
your name, address and the concert 
you wish to attend (only one concert 
per entry please) no later than 1 Oth 
June. The winner will be chosen at 



random. 
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Banbury 
Old Town Party 


In celebration of the Queen's 90th birthday, Banbury's 
l Gld Town Party' theme for this year was 'all things 
English’. The party was blessed with spring sunshine from 
early in the day to twilight. 

Butchers Row, Church Lane, Church Walk, Cornhill, 

Market Place, Parson’s Street, St Mary's church and 
White Lion Walk came to life with colourful window 
displays, entertainers, street artists and stalls this has to 
be one of the most colourful events seen in the streets of 
Banbury each year. 

below centre: Chris Chandler with a specially commissioned 
old town port/' Banbury Cake 




















ESLLNHEEM PALACL 


i'OCTURi'E 


LIVE AT BLENHEIM PALACE 

OXFORDSHIRE 


SUNDAY 26 JUNE 2016 




ELTON 
JOHN 

AND HIS BAND 
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SATURDAY 25 JUNE 2016 


THE MUSIC THOM 

BOND 

PERFORMED BY 

ROYAL PHILHARMONIC 
CONCERTORCHESTRA 


FRIDAY 24 JUNE 2016 

5 tUe corrs 

plus special guest JACK SAVORETTI 


THURSDAY 23 JUNE 2016 


ENNIO 
_ MORRICONE 

LIVE WITH EOO MUSICIANS ANDSINGERS 


3S Clear Channel WNS 


TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM 

NOCTURNELIVE.COM 
0844 888 9991 

VIP PACKAGES AVAILABLE 





AN A-Z OF 1001 
^ FIELD NAMES 

| Peter Spoekmon 

I Peter Spaekman 
5 I recently visited 
I the offices of the 
I Four Shires with his 
I book l An A-Z of 1001 
I Field Names' - at first 
I glance some of those 
J in the office weren't 
f exactly captivated! 

However, after that 
first glance, there is 
some very interesting 
information contained 
within its pages. 


As well as the easily identifiable Manor Field, Barn 
Field and Fifteen Acres there are the very obscure 
Cinque Foil Ground, Cats Brain, Devil Pool and 
Pretoria. All receive the attention of Mr Spaekman 
and explanations are given. 

Mr Spaekman seems to be an investigative author 
of the old school for In his introduction he tells that: 
"Field names, as everyone who has had the pleasure 
of studying them knows are, on the face of it, not all 
that they seem to be and they must be approached 
with caution, inquisitiveness an open mind, a pile of 
reference books and on occasion a good bottle of 
port ! 1 

Cheers Mr Spaekman! 

ISBN: 9 781897 738597 



Seven years of persistence and 
dedicated research reveals stunning new facts that 
were overlooked all those years ago. 


INJURED PARTIES 
Monica Welter 


A brutal murder, a 50 
year old case and the 
woman who finally 
found the truth. 


Amateur sleuth 
Monica Weller has 
set about solving the 
murder of Dr Helen 
Davidson who was 
beaten to death 
whilst walking her 
dog in Hodgemoor 
Wood in 

Buckr ngham shire. 


Injured Parties ultimately uncovers the identity of the 
murderer - not the random, motiveless psychopath 
the police had sought, but someone who has eluded 
them for 50 years. 

Paperback ISBN 9780750966955 £9.99 


Books 

FOR YOUR 

Bookshelves 


THE PIER FALLS 

Mark Haddon 

I am not usuafiy a fan 
of short stories but Mark 
Haddon's collection, The 
Pier Fali$ f has won me 
over. These stories are 
bold, exciting, gripping 
and memorable. The 
title story is like a slo-mo 
disaster movie with good 
fortune or disaster being 
meted out in the totally 
random way that happens 
in disasters. Another story 
describes a house bound young man unexpectedly 
finding joy in his life. This is the sort of book that could 
happily accompany one on a long day of travelling, 
waiting in airports or railway stations. £1 6.99 




ELIGIBLE 

Curfrs Sittenfeld 

Curtis Sittenfeld, a 
favourite of mine, (she 
wrote The American 
Wife and Prepjl has given 
Pride and Prejudice a 
glamorous make over and 
we see sisters Liz and Jane 
return home to CincEnatfi 
from New York to help 
their mother look after 
their ailing father and to 
give therr three younger 
sisters a bit of a kick start. Old patterns of behaviour 
soon start to appear and this combined with their 
mother's dismay at their single status sees the familiar 
story takes place in a contemporary setting. £1 4.99 

THE REAL 

CANDLEFORD GREEN: 
THE STORY OF 
LARKRtSE 
Martin Greenwood 

In The Real Carrd/eford 
Green; The Story of Larknse 

Martin Greenwood 
expands on the life of 
Flora Thompson and 
those around her, as well 
giving us a recent history 
of Fringford. Previously 
unpublished tetters are included, some are from 
Flora herself, and lots of photographs and illustrations 
accompany the text. £9.99 
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A VERY ENGLISH SCANDAL: SEX, 
LIES AND A MURDER PLOT AT THE 
HEART OF THE ESTABLISHMENT 

John Preston 

A Very English Scandal: Sex, Lies 
and a Murder Plot at the Heart of 
the Establishment by John Preston. 
The title does not mislead! This is a 

toe curling 
account 
of Jeremy 
Thorpe’s 
life, the 
private man 
behind his 
political 
facade and 
the lengths 
he was 
prepared to 
go in order 
to protect 
his career 
and reputation. Shocking enough 
but even more so is the degree of 
protection from others, his friends 
who were in thrall to his charisma 
and others In authority who either 
could not believe he would do 
wrong or didn't want to rock the 
boat. A brilliantly written page 
turner. Read and weep. £16.?? 
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EARLY ONE 
MORNING 
Virginia 

Baity 

Early One 
Morning 
by Virginia 
Bally starts 
in Rome 
in !?43, 
Chiara, 
walking in 
the street 
witnesses the round up of a group 
of Jewish people. The briefest of 
opportunities arises for Chiara 
to claim one of the children, to 
rescue him, saving his life. Forty 
years later the repercussions of this 
humane act are still being felt. We 
are reading this book for the next 
book group meeting. I am enjoying 
it and there will be a lot to discuss! 
£7.?? 

GUT: THE INSIDE STORY OF OUR 
BODY'S MOST UNDER-RATED 
ORGAN 
Giulia Enders 



SWEET CARESS 
Wi/Jiam Boyd 



Wonderful William Boyd's latest 
novel Is now out in paperback. 
Sweet Caress is the story of one 
woman, Amory Clay, who we follow 
from birth to death. In particular her 
career as a photographer gives us 
the means of viewing some of the 
big moments in the 20th century. 
Boyd has peppered the text with 
real photographs that he has found 
and written into the story, or 
maybe has 
written 
the story 
around 
them. It has 
the effect 
of blurring 
the lines 
between fact 
and fiction. 

£7.?? 


An unlikely book arrived in the 
shop recently, Gut: The Ins/de Story 
of our Body’s Most Under-rated 
Organ (another self explanatory 
title) by Giulia Enders. \ became 
engrossed in the combination of 
her entertaining style of writing 
with the science of the process 
of our digestive system. Not sure 
If this Is one for book group but if 
really Is endlessly fascinating and 
informative. £9.9? 


Book selections from 
Christine Bridget of 
Old Hall Bookshop 
* in Brackley 
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BLOQDWISE BLENHEIM 
PALACE TRIATHLON 

B/enftefm Palace 4 4th*5th 
June , 9am (abovej 

Trfathletes start with a 
swim in the freshwater 
lake, followed by a cycle 
ride and run. It all takes 
place at Blenheim Palace, 
within its sculptured 
gardens and rolling 
Oxfordshire countryside. 
Widely regarded as one 
of the most stunning 
triathlons in the UK, the 
event’s historic location 
and breath-taking 
surroundings provide the 
perfect backdrop for 
both amateur and elite 
triathletes, cheered on 
by scores of spectators 
who line the banks of the 
lake and along the iconic 
course. 

www .theblenbeim 
tfiathlon.com 



CHADLINGTGN BEER 
FESTIVAL 

Chadtington Memorial 
Halt , Chapef Road, 
Chad/mgton 0X7 3NA> 

4th June , r2pm»l I pm 
fbe/ow left) 

This year there will be 
around 20 ales to enjoy 
as well as, for non-beer 
drinkers, a selection of 
wines and ciders, gin and 
Pimms, tea, coffee and 
soft drinks. There will be 
live music throughout the 
day and evening. There 
will be a children's tent to 
entertain the little people 
and an all-day BBG. 

All proceeds from the day 
will go to the local school. 


THE CANAL BOAT CREW 
ACOUSTIC MUSIC 
SESSION 

The Fatly Inn ; Nopton on 
the hilt CV47 8NI, IOth 
June, 8:30pm 

A group of happy, 
friendly, musicians and 
singers will be wandering 


up and down the canals 
in the midlands in June on 
a hire boat. Each evening 
they will be hosting a 
relaxed, all-inclusive 
session of acoustic music 
in various pubs they are 
visiting. The Folly Inn is one 
of these. 




"CAPABILITY FOUND’ 
EXHIBITION 

Stowe Landscape Gardens 
until 10th June, I lam*5pm 

Visit the gardens in 2016 
as there is a celebration 
of the life and work of 
Lancelot "Capability’ 
Brown, Including talks, 
walks and an exhibition 
space. Here you'll be 
able to sit and enjoy 
Brown’s masterpiece 
at Stowe. Drop in at 
The Temple of Concord 
and Victory to discover 
more about Brown, 
enjoy installations by the 
Embroiderers’ Guild and 
relax over tea and cake. 
Booking not required. 
Children are welcome. 
Assistance 
Dogs only are 
welcome. 

WILL MILLARD 
- THE LAST 
HUNTERS: 
ADVENTURES 
OF THE SOUTH 
SEAS 

Royaf Spa 
Centre, 

Leam/ngton Spa, nth 
June, 7:45pm*l0pm , 
fabove right) 

Will Millard is the presenter 
of BBC Two's widely- 
praised Hunters of the 
South Seas series. He brings 
his humour and genuine 
sense of wonderment to 











this brand new audio/ 
visual supported solo show. 
Featuring stories from the 
seldom-seen lives of the 
Bajau spearmen, a first¬ 
hand account from the 
shoulder of an aboriginal 
whale hunt, and hard 
lessons from the remotest 
forest on earth, this 
promises to be a gripping 
tale of adventure from the 
forgotten edges of the 
planet. 


TWO CASTLES RUN 

Sfarf pornf Warwick 
Casfte, 12th June, 8.45am 
(above right) 

The Two Castles Run is 
organised by the Rotary 
Club of Kenilworth and 
Leamington Cycling and 
Athletic Club, entirely by 
unpaid volunteers, with all 
proceeds being donated 
to charitable causes. 
Runners must arrive at 


Batsford^ 

ARBORETUM & GARDEN CEMTRE 


Enjoy magical summer walks amongst the beautiful wildflowers. 
Browse our fantastic range of plants, gardening supplies and 
gifts and soak up the sun from the deck of the Garden Terrace 
Cafe. A perfect day out for all the family - dog friendly tool 

r 



Visit www.batsarb.co.uk for details 
on our forthcoming events 


Batsford Arboretum and Garden Centre 

Batsford, Moreton in Marsh, Gloucestershire 

GL56 9AD Tel: 01386 701441 

Email: arboretum@batsfordfourdation.co.uk 

www.batsarb.co.uk 


a 



the start by 8:45am at 
the latest. The Run will 
start at 9.00am. www. 
twocastlesrun.org.uk 

MIDSUMMER JAZZ IN THE 
GARDENS 

Hilt Close Gardens, Bread 
and Meaf C/ose, Warwick, 
CV34 6HF 



You can picnic in the 
gardens from 


6pm and 
enjoy live jazz 
from 7.30pm. 
Cake and 
drinks wifi be 
on sale. £13, 
Concessions 
available. 





BANBURY 


BRACKLEY 


Patrick Mu lea re 
E pm ll! ca re@se- law.co.uk 
T 01295 204000 

www.se4aw.co.uk 
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BANBURY & DISTRICT 
SHOW 

12ih June , SpfcebaW Park 
70 ( 3Dam*4,3Qpm 

Banbury and District Show 
is held in Spiceball Park 
every year and is free to 
enter. 

There are two fields 
packed with family fun 
entertainment. Funfair 
inflatables, arena 
entertainment, activities, 
dog show, various food 
and drink, beer tent and 
lots more to keep the 
family entertained. 



WHAT PLANTS WHERE? 

John Henry Brookes 
Lecture Theatre, Oxford 
Brookes University , 
Headmgfon Campus, 
Oxford 0X3 0BP, 75fh 
June, 6pm*7pm 

What plants should we 
conserve? Professor Willis 
will discuss her ongoing 
research into biodiversity 
conservation, by 
examining the relationship 
between long-term 
vegetation dynamics and 
environmental change. 
The lecture will question 
which plants we should 
conserve, drawing on 
her breadth of expertise 
in biodiversity and the 
processes responsible for 
ecosystem thresholds and 
resilience. 



THE TOMMY COOPER 
SHOW ‘JUST LIKE THAT' 

The Milf Arts Centre , 
Banbury, 17th June, 
7:30pm 

A warm welcome to 
West End and B7ood 
Brothers star Daniel Taylor 
who stars as Tommy 
Cooper in the knockout 
performance of the year. 

The show features a 
fabulous supporting cast 
including Gareth Jones 
(formerly GazTop) as 
Miff Ferrie. Punctuating 
the storyline are all the 
beloved gags, catch 
phrases and skilful magic 
upon which national 
treasure. Cooper, built his 
legendary career. £16.50, 

www. f h em fiiartscen tre. 
co.uk 



ART FAIR RETURNS TO THE 
FISHES THIS SUMMER 

The Fishes f North Hinksey 
1 Ifh- 12th June 

Be inspired by some of 
the most interesting up 
and coming artists from 
Oxfordshire and across 
the country. Now in its fifth 










Recital featuring, Imogen 
REdge playing the harp, 
Jennifer Raven on flute, 
Annabel Molyneaux, 
mezzo-soprano, Peter 
Cowdrey, piano and 
Paul Molyneaux, poetry. 


ARMED FORCES DAY 

25th June , Spfceba// Park, 
I0.30am - 4.00pm 

A celebration of all 
that is good and 
exciting about the Army 
Reserves, 
Banbury 
and District 
Sea Cadets, 
Banbury 
Army Cadet 
forces and 
Air Training 
Corps Cadets. 
Forces will 
have stands 
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OUT AND ABOUT 


H/gf? SL Mefhodisf Church, 
Witney 0X28 6HG, 23rd 
June, 12:30pm -7 :30pm 


Full details may be found 
at www.rareplanffair . 
co.uk 


JUNE 


successful year, the event 
presents some of the best 
artistic local talent in this 
fantastic free weekend 
of art. 




LEAMINGTON PEACE 
FESTIVAL 2016 

Pump Room Gardens, 
Leamington Spa, ?8fh - 
?9fh June, ? Oam-8pm 

Leamington Peace 
Festival exists to promote 
peace, environmental 
harmony and living in 
co-operation with others. 
It raises awareness of 
world and local issues, 
gives individuals ways 
of becoming Involved 
in the world around 
them and by providing 
an opportunity for 
local crafts people to 
demonstrate their skills 
and display their crafts. 

LUNCHTIME RECITAL * 
VOYAGE BEYOND THE 
PILLARS OF HERCULES 


RARE PLANT 
FAIR 

Waterperry Gardens , 
Wheatley 0X33 7JZ, 26th 
June, 70am to 4pm 

The 8-acre gardens at 
Waterperry date back 
to the 1930’s when 
the estate was home 
to Beatrix HavergaTs 
famous School of 
Horticulture for Women. 
Waferperry’s reputation 
for education and 
horticultural excellence 
continues to this day. The 
teaching gardens have 
now been transformed 
into ornamental gardens, 
including a rose garden, 
formal knot garden and 
a canal studded with 
waferlilies. One of the 
few original features 
is the 60m (200ft) 
herbaceous border. 


- 


^ r i 


and displays and will be 
supported by Help for 
Heroes and Royal British 
Legion. Forces will Troop 
The Colour and Beat 
the Retreat. This is a free 
event. 


Broughton Grange Gardens 


CT at dens & Arboretum now open 
every Wednesday 10am to 4pm 

PLANT NURSERY OPEN 
10am-4pm 1 Monday-Friday 

all open May to September* 
excluding Bank Holidays 


Ample parking Light refreshments 
Herbaceous plant nursery 

For further details of booking private group tours and open days 
visit www.brough tongrange.com 


WYKHAM LANE, BROUGHTON, BANBURY OX I > >DS 

























liCKETS 

ORDER BY MAY 
Three day 
Friday/Saturday 
Saturday only 

June I - July 31: 
Three day 
Friday/Saturday 
Saturday only 

After July 31 : 
Three day 
Friday/Saturday 
Saturday only 




31: 

£120.oo 

£115.00 

£70.oo 

£125.oo 

£120.oo 

£75.00 

£130.oo 

£125.oo 

£80.oo 


Tfiu 11 Fri 12 & Saf 13 


Nr Banbury (T140 Jll) 

in sunny Nofth Oxfordshire 


THUESDAY 11 


HAYSEED DIXIE 


V, » 


EYPHOH 










OUStlG 


FEIDAY 12 


itie DOOTIEG BEATU5 


[headspace] 


he Bandits • LIFE5IGHS 

SSUnd of tlie Sirens - BBC YEA Winner itba) 


Under 12s admitted FREE 

But sii children must he accompanied 
by a ticket buying adult 

CAMPING* 

Three day £45.oo 

Friday/Saturday £4D.oo 
Saturday only FREE 

•charges are per vehicle, nut pni person. 
Bikers & ibackpatkers camp for free. 

Book via the website 
or write to: 

P0 Box 8413. Bilstfiorpe. 
Newark, Notts NG22 8WY 

or phone 

0900 637 1644 

iCalls cost SOp per call from ECT landless!' 
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SATUBDAY13 

AIBPORT 

QA1®> IEIENDS 

Ralph ndell - Babylon Circus 

(Demon barbers XL • 

(^Jmore §? Egberts ’L[t}ia * RiGhard Digance 

www.fairDortGonvention.Gom 



AV/S 
at Til 



/fairport official 
©faircropfest 


» d in me Gauntry 

ns ldiel®li|5r Ri^lC T^TiVA 










/mages by Harry Rhode s 
Tudor Photography 
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New Look for the 
Banbury House 


Banbury House Hotel Director 
Surnan Mitra, ably assisted by 
management and staff, held a 
party to celebrate the recently 
refurbished public areas of the 
hotel, featuring a new restaurant 
and bar. A contemporary look, has 
brought fresh life and zest to this 
popular hotel Local businesses 
and guests were invited to enjoy 
tasty bites and appetisers from the 
Banbury Kitchen & the House Bar, 
all served by smartly uniformed 
staff. 

Long distance runner Richard Smith 
made a guest appearance as he 
was staying at the hotel during a 
rest from his gruelling endurance 
run of 250 miles, which finished 
with the London Marathon. He was 
raising funds for the Royal British 
Legion and his target of £5k was 
reached that evening. 
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l: Ben, Head Chef at Banbury 
House Hofei; 2; David Harmon 
& Martin Haymes; 3: regular 
guests Air & Mrs Bivins: 4: Irene 
Moreno Belmonte: 5: March 
Majchrowski: 6: Betty Waifon, 

Carina Harrison, Margaret Mu/ vey 
& Angela Burch: 7: Mr Mehta, 

Suman Mtra, Mr Mehta, Chart/ Mitra & Mr Shah ; 

8: Carina Harrison, Richard Smith (Royal British Legion), 
Lesley Kfpiing, Suman Mitra, Debbie Churchman 
& Chris Baxter; 9: Dor of 0 Kowaiik, Carina Harrison, 
Lesley Kipling. Anthony BeaWs & Norman White: 

10: Sieve Suttee: I J- Sarah JCetchin & Karen Archard 
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THE 


arty 

BIT 


Barry Whitehouse 
of The Artery in Parsons Street 
www.thearteryonlfne.co.uk 


HOW DO YOU KNOW WHAT 
WATERCOLOUR PAPER YOU ARE 
BUYING?? 

There are three different types: 

HOT PRESSED: This has a smooth surface and 
Is great for painting subjects with detail such 
as botanical work, or subjects that contain 
lines such a buildings. 

ROUGH: This has a rough texture and ts great 
for land or seascapes 

COLD PRESSED: This surface is neither rough 
nor smooth, known as a ‘NOT 1 surface, 
it is rather confusing initially, and 1 have 
been asked many times "Well if it if s NOT 
watercolour paper, what is it? ,T This paper Is 
an all purpose medium. 

Watercolour paper also comes in many 
different weights. If s useful to remember 
that you need a heavy enough paper to 
accommodate the amount of water you 
plan to use. So if you want to paint lots of 
loose wet-In*wet washes, then you'll need 
a heavier paper. A good standard weight is 
300gsm. Don't make the mistake of thinking 

that you should 
buy the cheapest 
paper to practice 
on before you 
start properly. 
Cheaper paper 
doesn’t have 
the correct sort 
of size on the 
surface and can 
often react like 
blotting paper. 
Goldline does an 
affordable watercolour pad to practice on 
which works out as little as l&p per sheet. 

If you want a better quality paper but don't 
want to move up to the more expensive 
cotton rag paper, then Bockingford made 
by St Cuthberf s Mill is very reasonable and 
extremely popular. 




A QUICK FOX 
STUDY 9 IN PEN AND 
WATERCOLOUR 

Shopping List: 

9 Hot pressed 
watercolour paper 

* Watercolour paints in 
ultramarine, cadmium 
red, burnt sienna, 
cadmium yellow and 
yellow ochre 

* Permanent pen size 0.3 

* 2B Pencil size 4 round 
brush, size 1 rigger brush 

* Putty rubber 

Tofaf Time: J hour 20 
minutes 

With this sort of painting, 
everything depends on 
the pen work. The pen will 
only work well as it merely 
goes over the pencil lines. 
The colourwashes are 
there to add depth to the 
already quite detailed 
pen drawing. 

Start by lightly sketching 
the outline of the fox, 
including its eyes. Using 
the pen, draw a dotted 
line over all of the pencil 



lines. This helps create the 
look of fur when the paint 
is added. The pencil lines 
can now be rubbed out 
gently. 

Using the pen, begin the 
short strokes needed to 
create the fur - short fur 
around the head and 
nose area, but longer 
strokes on the chest and 
legs. Note the direction 
of the fur which grows 
in a similar direction 
on most mammals. On 
animals, I usually think of 
the nose as the centre 
of a clock face, the fur 
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grows in the direction 
up the snout and nose 
and then clockwise 
around the right side of 
the face, down under 
the chin, continuing 
clockwise around the 
left side of the face. You 
can see this more clearly 
with the example of the 
tiger. If you’re feeling 
nervous about adding 
the pen, start with very 
little pressure and build 
up the depth of lines as 
your confidence grows 
and you can see it taking 
shape. 


Darken the pen strokes 
where all the black fur 
will be, and create more 
fur lines across the whole 
of the body. Remember 
though that the fox is 
not black, so you're not 
drawing En the fur, but the 
shadows being cast by 
the fur. The contrast and 
tones of the paEnting will 
be held together by the 
pen lines, so make sure 
that there are some good 
dark areas, and other 
areas where there Es no 
pen at all. When it gets 
painted, the areas where 
there is no pen wilt make 
the colour look brighter. 

Mix the main fox colour by 
adding a little cadmium 
red to yellow ochre, 
with a small amount of 
cadmium yellow. This 
will give a good warm 
orange tone for the fur. 
Use the point of the brush 
to flick the orange into 
the white fur area. 


For the darker areas of 
orange fur add a little of 
the burnt sienna (brown) 
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and flick with the brush 
to create a fur effect, 
noting where all the 
darker areas are. If the 
brush Es too thick, use the 
rigger or liner brush to 
give a finer line. 


grey fur black fur 
nose are alt made 
us dilutions 
same mi* 
and burnt sienna (more 
blue than brown in the 
mix}. The grey fur is simply 
shadow, and should be 
used sparingly and lightly 
to begin with, gradually 
building it up to a depth 
you are happy with. 


Have fun! 


















ARTS & ANTIQUES 


Artweeks 
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Artweeks is a perennial favourite 
with us here at The Four Shires and 
we try to cover as much of it as 
possible each year. To make it 
round to every venue would be 
an impossible task, so we tend to 
concentrate on particular areas 
each year. Having focussed on 
the centre of Banbury last year we 
decided to venture out of town 
this time and headed south west 
towards Sibford Gower. 

We found Sarah Smith in Milcombe 
near Bloxham, she was showing an 
'eclectic mix of prints and paintings 
of landscape, both as illustrations 
and as abstracts...' 

Heading out of Milcombe we found 
Nigel Fletcher in Swalclitfe. Nigel 
is an extremely prolific painter 
whose locally sourced landscapes 
are easily recognisable. A straight 
forward artist, his work never 
disappoints. 



1: Nicola Durrani: 2: 
Kate Daunt; 3: Jonquil 
Sabin; 4; Sarah Smith; 
5 & 6; Tris Warrait; 7A8: 
Nigel Fletcher 
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Sibford Ferris proved to be a 
veritable haven of talented artists 
with Jonquil Sabin hosting a 
commune at Temple Mill. Jonquil 
commented that the grain bam 
that the artists were using as an 
exhibition space had been full 
to brimming with grain just a few 
days previous to the installations! 
There was a good range of top 
quality work in the barn - Hilary 
Paine's botanical illustrations 
were exquisite with fine detail as 
were Kate Daunfs other flower 
based work. Jonquil's woodwork 
formed part of a ‘craftsy 1 display, 
with Andy Gill's pots, Jill Endicott's 
accomplished jewellery and 
Bronwen Corrall's ceramics 
catching the eye. Jenny Pickford’s 
unique sculptures were the largest 
pieces on display in the fields 
adjoining the bam and their 
architectural grace dominated 
their surroundings. Photographer 
Jane Stillwell is producing some 
wonderful work - her atmospheric 
black and white prints proving 
the most evocative. Tris Worrall's 
ceramic art was very eye catching 
- each piece obviously being 
a great labour of love and Four 
Shires 1 mates Elly Durnford Wood 
and MlcoEa Durrant help make 
Artweeks such an enjoyable event; 
meeting very talented artists who 
just happen to be super people too! 


9: Elly Dunford 
Wood: IQ: Andy 
Gill: 11: Jenny 
pickford: 12: 
Brenda Hayden: 
13: Hilary Paine: 
14: Jane Stillwell: 
IS: Bronwen 
Corralt: 16: Jill 
Endicott 
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Charles Frodsham, a lapis lazuli hour repeating and alarm carriage clock 

To be included in our Fine Art Auction, June 28 th. 


Telephone 01295 817777 
1 

enquiries^ hollowaysauctioneers.co.uk 


www. ho 11 o way s auctioneers.co.uk 
49 Parsons Street, Banbury 0X16 5NB 
























































'Letterpress' has become a buzzword in recent 
times amongst the lovers of the arts. The irony 
Is that if has been around for 500 years, varying 
little n principle since Caxton - the father of print. 
It is the 'hands on 1 method of printing type, metal 
and wood as well as accompanying illustration 
and embellishment from relief surfaces which are 
pressed into paper. 

There was a ‘Wayzgoose* at Chipping Campden 
last month. A wayzgoose' was a tradition 
amongst printers - and was used as a term for a 
day out, a jolly, or a Bank Holiday trip taken by 
the in kies \ 

There are many explanations for the term 
'wayzgoose' - the only thing In common Is that it 
was a printer's jolly - and that was certainly the 
case in Chipping Campden last month. 





























VALUATION IN BROADWAY 

General Antiques and Works of Art 

Wednesday 29 June, 10am to 2pm 


A RENE LAUGUE 
VASE ‘PERRUCHES 

Sold for ££39,000 


ENQUIRIES AND 
APPOINTMENTS 

01865 853640 
oxford@bonhams, com 


Our specialists will be offering free verbal valuations on 
items that you may be considering selling at auction. 
Valuations are free of charge and without obligation. 


VENUE 

The Ashmolean Museum Broadway 
Tudor House. High Street 
Broadway WR12 7DP 



Bonhams 


bon ham s .com/oxfo rd 

Prices shown include buyer's premium. Details can be found at bonhams.com 





A TRIP TO THE ALLY: 
ALCAN REVISITED 

Banbury Museum, 
Spj'cebaH Park Road, 
Banbury OX J6 2PQ 
? Jfh June, 2pm 

For many years Banbury's 
aluminium factory 
was a major part of 
the town's fife. Shortly 
before it closed in 2008 
Rosy Burke created a 
photographic record of 
the site, while there was 
stilt fire in the furnaces 
and power in the press. 
This is a rare chance to 
see these images and 
video footage on the big 
screen and discover or 
remember this part of the 
town's heritage. 

www. banb urym us e um. org 


WARWICKSHIRE OPEN 
STUDIOS 

?8fh June to 3rd July, 
various times and 
locations 

2016 marks the 
16th anniversary of 
Warwickshire Open 
Studios. It has grown to 
become the biggest 
exhibition of unique and 
original art and craft in- 
Warwickshire, with over 
239 artists and makers in 
150 venues in and around 


Leamington Spa, Stratford 
upon Avon, Kenilworth, 
Rugby, Warwick, 
Nuneaton, Shipston on 
Stour and Coventry. 

From painting to 
printmaking and pottery, 
there will be lots on 
offer for every taste and 
budget. Entry is free to all 
venues. You can speak 
to the artists and makers 
and find out more about 
their craft, with many 
offering demonstrations 
and workshops. What’s 
more, there wifi be lots of 
unique and original art for 
sale, ft’s all commission 
free, so it's cheaper 
for you to buy. www. 
warwickshireopenstudios. 
org 


JANE 

MCCANCE 

Fosse 
Gallery 
Fine Art , 

The Manor 
House, The 
Square , 
Sfow-on- 
the-Wo/d 
GL54 /AF, 6th -26th June, 
? f am-4pm 

Of Scottish and Danish 
parentage, Jane’s 
work is influenced 
by the landscape of 
both Scotland and 
Scandinavia, but is also 
concerned with themes 
of memory, loss and 
renewal: themes which 
are apparent not only 
En her landscape and 
semi-abstract painting 
practice, but also in 


her quiet and reflective 
still life pieces. Rarely 
working in pure abstract, 
she chooses instead to 
base her image-making 
around form and subject 
- sometimes loosely fas in 
her landscape and semi¬ 
abstract work), and other 
times more firmly rooted 
in the representational (as 
in her still lifes). 


THE RUGBY COLLECTION 


Rugby Art Gallery , Little 
Elborow Street, Rugby 
CV2 J 3BZ, Unfit t 1th June 


Every year a selection 
of works from the Rugby 
Collection is presented 
focussing on a specific 
theme. This year artist 
Emily Wardil! presents 
‘When You Fall 
into a Trance’. 

The film will be 
shown alongside 
a selection of 
works from the 
Rugby Collection 
picked by Emily to 
complement her 
work. 


'When You Fall 
into a Trance 1 
continues Emily's interest 
in the complexities of 
communication and 
representation, the 
limitations of language 
and the nature of 
imagination, using images 
of synchronised swimmers 
inter-woven with a 
complex narrative of 
relationships. 
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LINE AND SURFACE 
S/mon J Warns, Sieve n 
Maciver , Henrietta Dubrey 
and Mark Beattie 

Sarah Wiseman Gallery 
40-41 South Parade, 
Summertovm Oxford 0X2 
7JL 1 1th June - 2nd July 

The four artists, each 
have a strong, individual 
voice but their work 
is connected by their 



I use of strong line 
and colour as well 
as a preoccupation 
with abstraction. 
Established artists 
Simon J Harris, 
Steven Macfver and 
Henrietta Dubrey 
all bring a unique 
interpretation to the 
medium of oil on 
canvas, while 
Mark Beattie, 
a young 
sculptor 
who burst 
onto the 
London art 
scene a couple 
of years ago, 
brings a; freshness 
of approach to 
formalistic pieces. 

LOOKING IN 
WONDERLAND 

Northampton 
Museum and Art 
Gallery, Until 12th 
June 

This is your last 
chance to see 


some of the most famous 
illustrations in the world. 

A selection of the best 
of Sir John TenniePs 
illustrations for Lewis 
Carroll's two Alice books, 
A/fce*s Adventures in 
Woncferiand and Through 
ttie Lookmg*G/ass (And 
What A tree Found ThereJ 
will be on display. 





JS FINE ART 

Auctioneers & Valuers 

A two day auction of 

The Nigel Poole 
Natural History 
collection 

together with the furnishings from 
an Oxfordshire gentlemans farmhouse 

Friday 17 th 

and Saturday 18 th June 

Live online bidding via uww,the-salemom.com 

M enquiries to 01295 272488 
or enquiriei@pjtrteart.co.uk 


COTEFIELD AUCTION ROOMS • OXFORD ROAD • BANBURY • OXFORDSHIRE 

www.jsfintart.co.uk • enquiries®jsfineart.co.uk *01295 272488 


0X15 4AQ 
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Over 500 lots associated with the Nigel 
Poole museum coflection and others 
will be sold at JS Auctions this month. 
The private collection was largely made 
up of taxidermy pieces and includes a 
rarely seen stuffed albatross, duclc billed 
platypus and a kiwi bird. 

The collection was recently featured 
in a BBC television programme and 
represents one of the largest collections 
of its kind ever auctioned. 

Joe Smith of JS Fine Art said: "I have 
never seen the like of this before, it's a 
once in a lifetime event and we have 
had interest from all over the world." 

The auction takes place over June 17th 
and 18th at the Cotefield Ptouse auction 
rooms near Banbury. 

www .jsfineart.co.uk 



The Nigel Poole 

Private Museum Collection 


top right: Joe Smith with 
two of the largest conger 
eets ever caught in the UfC. 
The eel (top) still holds the 
record for the largest shore 
caught conger* 

right: cm atbafross; this 
Springer spaniel was so 
lifelike l thought it was reall; 
a bear 
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A slate of the art 45-bed luxury care home , providing the highest quality 
residential and nursing care, with single en-suite rooms enjoying extensive views 


“Everything was just as good as you said it would be, and more.” 


Godswell Park is a state-of-the-art care 
residence the like of which is difficult to 
find elsewhere. Providing luxury service and 
exceptional nursing care our 43 eu-suite 
rooms and ten apartments enjoy extensive 
views over our eight acres of grounds. 

If von are looking for a tare residence 
for vourself. a relative or a friend your 

«• i 

choice should be based on the finer 
details. Situated in the picturesque village 
of Bloxham in North Oxfordshire our 
spacious, purpose-built environment 
with wheelchair access throughout the 
gardens boasts one of the best restaurants 
in the area. 

Created with you in mind, two founder 
directors work full-time at Godswell Park 
and. together with die registered manager, 
work ceaselessly to promote our residents’ 
best interests. Godswell Park was founded 
on the ethos thul it should be a place where 
their own relatives would wish to stay. Our 
residents know that they can discuss an\ 
aspect of then care or life aL Godswell Pin k 
with the directors or the registered manager 
at anv lime* meaning decisions can be made 
on die spot without delay. 


At Godswell Park we believe thaL our nursing 
and care staff should be entirely responsible 
for die physical and social care of our 
residents without having to clean rooms 
and launder clothes. We have specialist 
hotel services staff to take care of those 
details, ensuring dial nothing is overlooked. 
Godswell Park employs nearly 100 staf f, 
ensuring that we have one of the highest 
staff to resident ratios in die country'. 

We believe strongly in the promotion of 
our residents' independence and mobility 
wherever possible. Our eight acre grounds 
include an extensive landscaped garden that 
is fully accessible to all residents, whether 
it he resting in the shade of a tree, painting 
watercolours in our summerhouse or just 
watching our flock of soav sheep. Our Sun 
Therapv Room is ideal for winter afternoons 
and our three dav rooms are perfect for 
meeting friends or taking afternoon tea. 

Our 40-seat cinema shows a variety of films 
and dvds, chosen by residents. 

These are vour golden years - it’s time eo 

rr j 

enjoy them! Our food is locally sourced 
wherever possible and c ooked to order so 
that meals can be enjoyed either in our glass 


fronted diningroom which opens on to the 
terrace or in the privacy of your own room. 
Adjacent is the light-filled conservatory - 
ideal for a glass of sherry before lunch or 
Eo read die papers or partake in one of our 
formal afternoon leas. 

At Godswell Park everything has been 
created to accommodate one’s individual 
needs, and this includes the furnishings. 
Each room is arranged to your specific 
requirements, including personal items of 
furniture at vour request, and benefits from 
the luxury of space and plenty of natural 
sunlight* Throughout the residence we have 
armchairs in a variety of heights and sizes, a 
library corner and numerous seating areas 
inside and out where you can enjoy die 
companv of family and friends. 

Choosing to Lake up residence at Godswell 
Park is about improving your quality of life 
and providing you with the opportunity to 
remain as independent as you wish. 

“Godswell Park is a rare home that 
simply refuses la fit the mould - 
truly a care home with a difference" 



www. go d s we 11 p a rk.co.uk 


f ’Godswell Park is a care borne that 



simply refuses to Jit the mould — truly 
a care home with a difference. 


Tel: 01295 724000 

Em a 1 1: i n fo @ go ds we 11 p ark .co.uk 


GODSWELL PARK, CHURCH STREET, BLOXHAM. OXFORDSHIRE 0X15 4ES 





























































A host of the famous stars and 
evocative cars will wow 
the crowds at this summer's 
action-packed Silverstone Classic 
(29-3] July). 

As the premier event on the 
historic motor racing calendar 
the Silverstone Classic is firmly 
established as the world’s biggest 
classic motor racing festival, with 
last year's record-breaking silver 
jubilee extravaganza attracting 
more than 100,000 visitors for the 
very first time. 

Some 150 of the world’s finest cars 
will take to the Grand Prix track, 
while static displays in the paddock 
highlight many of the car club 
anniversaries - with lots of models 
and marques set to celebrate 
momentous milestones this summer 
including the 50th birthday of the 
iconic Lamborghini Miura and 25 
years of the charismatic Nissan 
Figaro, 

Freddie Hunt was one of the 
undisputed star attractions, as the 
2016 Silverstone Classic prepares 
to mark the 40th anniversary of his 
father James Hunt's Formula 1 
World Championship crown. 


Freddie got behind the wheel of his 
father’s 1976 title-winning McLaren- 
Fofd M23. 

Other big names to lend their 
support were footballer Luther 
Blissett, who is an ambassador for 
new event charity partner Prostate 
Cancer UK, 

Extending the event’s appeal to 
two and three-wheeled fans as well 
as car connoisseurs, this summer’s 
Classic will also welcome to the 
bill World GP Bike Legends - off 
e back of a successful debut at 


Jerez in Spain iast year - and the 
Sidecar Salute, with 1987 500cc 
World Champion Wayne Gardner 
and ten-time ten FIM Sidecar World 
Champion Steve Webster. 

Away from the racetrack, the 
impressive infield display will include 
live music concerts from chart- 
toppers Tfte Boomfown Rats , The 
Stranglers and Reef, more than 
120 car clubs exhibiting classic 
models from through the decades, 
Silverstone Auctions, aviation 
displays, a live Range Rover 
restoration with new event partner 
eBay and - for the first time - a 
Concours d’Eiegance. 

Full details of all tickets - as well 
as hospitality packages, special 
family offers and weekend festival 
camping - can be found on the 
event's official website: 
www.silverstoneclassic.com A 











MOTORING & SPORT 


Win Tickets 

to the revving and rocking 
SlLVERSTONE CLASSIC 



Serving up a mouth¬ 
watering cocktail of 
classic car racing, classic 
rock music and great 
family entertainment, 

I the annual Silverstone 

* Classic is fast becoming 

one of the summer's top 
festivals... and it's not just 
__for petrolheadsi 

This year’s live music 
line-up is topped 
. - by The Boomtown 

_ Rats, Reef and The 

~ * * Stranglers with 

M y w several premier 

league tribute bands 
—pumping out familiar 

hits from yesteryear 
to get the Friday 
and Saturday night parties 
^ .. roiling. 

Adding to the nostalgia, the 
infield areas are home to 
more than 10,000 privately- 
owned classic road cars 

9m ^ 

hosted by more than 120 
motor clubs. The result is 

acres and acres adorned with epic Ferrarts, Aston 
Martins, Lamborghinis, Maserafls and other equally 
evocative machinery. 


Whafs more, along with the concerts and trackside 
grandstand seats, the vast majority of these 
wonderful activities and attractions are included in 
the admission fee. Adult ticket prices start from £42 
and there are special rates for families, camping 
and weekend tickets. For full details log onto the 
official www.silverstoneclassic.com website. 

If you're feeling lucky, though, we have five pairs 
of Sunday tickets to give away. Simply answer the 
question below: 

Which chart-topping bond fronted by Bob Geldof 
is headlining on Friday night at the 2016 Silverstone 
Classic? 

The Stranglers 

Reef 

The Boomtown Rats 

Address your competition emails 'Silverstone 
Classic Competition' and send them to cathy@ 
fourshires.CG.uk. The first five correct entries 
drawn after June 20th will win the tickets. Please 
remember to include address details with the email 
for ease of postage. Good Luck! 
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JUNE AFTERNOON 
RACING 

?th June, 12 noon 

Begin the summer at 
Newbury with a bang 
with some top-quality 
midweek flat racing in a 
more relaxed, informal 
atmosphere. With 
subsequent Champions 
Day runner-up Journey a 
winner on the card last 
year, you might see a few 
stars of the future tool 

A race for purebred 
Arabian horses will kick 
things off at 1.30pm, with 
the first thoroughbred 
race at 2pm. 

Take the chance to 
try out the Brasserie 
restaurant before racing 
- it offers, a fresh, seasonal 
menu in a more casual 
setting with no pre- 
booking required. 

Newbury Racecourse 
ne wb uryraceco urse.co. uk 

PUMP TECHNOLOGY 
IRISH NIGHT LIVE 
23rd June, 4pm 

Thursday Nights Live 
series returns with 


Pump Technology Irish 
Nighf, celebrating all 
that is good about the 
Emerald Isle. With seven 
competitive races 
followed by live music 
from Irish artists into the 
evening, it is the perfect 
opportunity for an after- 
work social or a night out 
with friends. Don't miss 
out! There will be a race 
for purebred Arabian 
horses at 5pm, with the 
first thoroughbred race at 
5.35pm. 

PELICAN CHARITY RACE 
EVENING & SCOTT MILLS 
DJ SET 

30fh June, 4pm 

Thursday Nights Live 
series continues with 
Radio 1 DJ, Scott Mills 
performing a set after 
seven competitive 
thoroughbred races. Start 
your weekend early with 
friends or colleagues and 
enjoy the summer season 
in style! 

The first race at 5.20pm 
will be a Charity Race, 
with the first thoroughbred 
race at 5.55pm. 









TOWCESTER RACECOURSE 

Horse racing takes place 
on 5th October 24th 
November and 15th 
December. 

Greyhound racing: 

Experience the thrill 
of the track like never 
before. Enjoy the unique 
experience combining 
entertainment and 
quality dining. Towcester 
Racecourse offers free, 
fast and furious racing 
every Tuesday, Friday 
and Saturday night, from 
7.30pm. 

www.f owe ester- 
racecourse.co.uk 

STRATFORD RACECOURSE 

Family day at Stratford 
Racecourse on Sunday 
10th July: One of the 
course's busiest and 
action-packed days, 
not just with fantastic 
racing, but with loads 
of free children’s 
activities all day long 
in the 'Centre Course 
Enclosure 1 , where you 
can also park and 
picnic. ‘Behind The 
Scenes’ tours will take 


place before racing and 
there will be jockeys' 
autograph sessions during 
the day. 

Children and young 
people 17 and under, 
accompanied by 
a paying adult, are 
admitted free of charge. 

Lad/es Day Sunday 17th 
July: The pinnacle of the 
social calendar offers a 
chance to really dress 
to impress as you enjoy 
an afternoon of summer 
jumps racing. 

Be sure to wear your 
finest outfits as judges 
walk the enclosures to 
select the finalists for 
the best dressed lady, 
best dressed couple and 
best hat competitions. 
There is a champagne 
and Pimms bar and 
chocolate fountain 
available on the lawn 
throughout the afternoon 
whilst you enjoy ‘Ladies 
Day 1 in style. 

For further information 
please cal! 01789 
267949 or visit www. 
sfratfordracecourse.net 


WARWICK RACE COURSE 

The horse racing at 
Warwick racecourse does 
not start until September 
keep a check on website 
for dates and times. 

warw/ck.fhe/ockeyc/ub» 

co.uk 

UKULELE FESTIVAL 
?fh July, J Jam - 11pm 

The popular 'Ukefest' 
is coming to Warwick 
Racecourse! It promises 
to be an experience to 
remember with plenty of 
entertainment, stalls, food 
and drink. 

Advanced tickets are just 
£4 or £5 on the gate on 
the day. This advance 
booking includes 
discount, free programme 
and free raffle ticket into 
the big draw, worth £4. 
Children 16 and under 
free entry if accompanied 
by an adult. 

To find out more please 
visit spa-strummers.co.uk 

CHELTENHAM RACE 
COURSE 

Horse Racing at 


Cheltenham doesn s t 
continue until later in 
the year, please check 
website for up to date 
fixtures. 

Cheltenham, 
the/ockeycfub. co.uk 

THE WYCHWOOD 

FESTIVAL 

3rd - 5th June at 

Cheltenham Racecourse 

Every year the festival 
shows over 100 artists 
across four stages with 
a range of music styles. 
There are over 100 
workshops for all ages, 
a comedy stage, a 
kids literature festival, 
a real ale festival. The 
headphone disco plays 
every night with great 
food, optional idyllic 
camping plus loads more. 

Day and weekend tickets 
are available now, with or 
without camping. Adult 
weekend tickets start 
at just £ 135, and adult 
day tickets from just £45. 
Under 5s and parking 
are free. For information 
and to book, visit www. 
wychwoodfesfival.com 
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T he popularity 

of Goodwood’s 
sell-out Fesffvaf of 
Speed, and wonderfully 
nostalgic Revival Race 
Meeting events have 
cemented the reputation 
of this South Coast ducal 
estate and its adjoining 
race track as one of the 
Ikey motorsport venues in 
the modern era. 

An impossibly heady 
mix of cars, stars and 
motor sport royalty come 
together over four superb 
days for the Festival of 
Speed, staged this year 
from June 23rd to June 
26th. The largest event 
of its kind, the event 
gathers together the 
planet's rarest and most 
glamorous cars. 

It takes place on a hill 
climb over a mile or 
more of the Sussex estate 
roads and challenges the 
world’s greatest drivers in 
both modern and classic 
cars from all types of 
competition. Nowhere 
else are you able to 
see Formula One cars 


follow Le Mans winners, 
or the unfeasibly fast 
but almost silent single- 
seater GP-style Formula 
E electric racers, or even 
MotoGP, World Superbike 
and classic Grand Prix 
motorcycles in action on 
the same dayl Not only 
that, it is one of the only 
motorsport events in the 
world where you can 
get right up close to the 
competing vehicles and 
still be there when the 
superstars come out to 
take their place at the 
wheel or the handlebars. 

The unique Moving Motor 
Show opens the four-day 
Goodwood extravaganza 
on June 23rd and is 
presented by the AA. It 
sees the latest road cars 
take centre-stage, both 
on static display and on 
track. There's even a 
chance to get behind 
the wheel of your dream 
car and take a drive up 
the famous Goodwood 
hill climb course on 
that day! In contrast to 
conventional car shows, 
the vehicles are not just 


parked on a piece of 
carpet but can actually 
be driven and sampled as 
well as watched in action. 

Take note, however, that 
you will have to be on 
hand early to get your 
requests in fora drive 
of the cars you fancy. 
Thursday (June 23rd) is 
the day for that as it is 
dedicated to customer 
drives. In addition, the 
Motor Show stand is open 
all weekend with static 
displays of the best cars. 

And later in the year, 
the unmistakeable 
smell of the oil burned 
by classic engines will 


mingle with the roar of 
iconic race cars at the 
Goodwood Revwaf Race 
Meeting . This is one of the 
world's leading classic 
motorsport events and 
is scheduled this year 
for September 9th to 
11th when it will again 
celebrate the halcyon 
days of motor racing 
in the 1950s and 1960s. 
Those were the years 
when the Goodwood 
circuit was in its hey¬ 
day for contemporary 
Formula One races 
and major international 
sports car events like 
the Tourist Trophy and 
the Goodwood Nine 
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Hours Race. Now the cars from 
that era return for an unabashed 
celebration of flat-out wheel-to- 
wheel racing, around the only 
classic racetrack in the world that Is 
still in its original form. 

The Goodwood circuit is unsullied 
by advertising billboards, wide 
run-off areas, crash barriers and 
gravel traps that destroy the visual 
aspect of racetracks today. It 
looks pretty much as it did back 
in the day - actually even better 
as the success of the Revival has 
allowed investment to improve 
and enhance the facilities without 
destroying the ethos. 

The inaugural Revival Race Meeting 

opened In September 1998, when 
the Earl of March drove around the 
restored race circuit in the same 
Bristol 400 sports saloon with which 
his grandfather, the 9th Duke of 
Richmond, opened the track 50 
years before. 

It's now the world’s most 
celebrated historic motor race 
event, with thousands of revellers 
soaking up the jubilant atmosphere 
in the period costumes of the 
1940s, ’50s and ’60s. No wonder it 
has been described as the world's 
biggest fancy dress party! 

More information from www, 
ticketing,goodwood.com but be 
warned that tickets for the Festival 
of Speed are selling fast. Saturday, 
in fact, is already sold out and 
the other days surely can't be far 
behind, & 
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Girls on Cars 


words: Caroline jaques 


my early car s, toff from top: a 
Votvo 340 DL in a nasty beige 
colour , sourced for a song by 
my dad rn Cornwall cmd fristorrtfy 
driven to London having only just 
passed my driving test: o Fiat Una 
bougfrt as a run-around in London 
where it's impossible to park ond 
a smali car is a good so/ufron; 
the Cttroen BX with consistently 
malfunctioning hydrolics that 
spent most of it f s life with a dodgy 
north London mechanic who liked 
to blindly rip off his customers 

right , from top: a smart white 
O'froen XM that fumed out to be 
the worst car I've ever owned 
- and being of unsound mindl l 
even bought this car back after 
it had been written off and then 
repaired by the same dodgy 
mechanic f/ don't even know 
why f had another Citroen, / 
really don 't tike them): then a 
rather lovely Renault Me gone 
Scenic in metallic purple, t loved 
this car and oniy changed it for 
something bigger in order to 
separate my three squabbling 
children on tong Journeys!; a 
Ford Galaxy , the first of three, the 
perfect car for a growing family 
and I rather liked them 


1 am not a 'dumb btonde'as 
this artfc/e might imply, but my 
knowledge of cars and their 
mechanics is limited to say the least* 
t r m happy to admit that l rely whole* 
heartedly on a great garage and a 
good man to keep my motor on the 
road. Here's why.*. 

Unless you have die-hard motor 
knowledge, which S don’t, then buying 
and caring for a new car can be a 
tricky business. Add to that the fact 
that I’m simply not interested in the 
mechanics of a car and, aside from 
the importance of fuel consumption, 
my buying decisions are based mainly 
on shape, size, colour, and, dare i 
say, prettiness! For the engine novices 
amongst us, a 'new to us 1 car can 
cause considerable angst, I might look 
under the bonnet but ail I will see is a 
conglomeration of engine parts that 
have no name, a few little fwiddly 
bits with hooks on that can be pulled 
and twisted but I don't know why, 
and just one recognisable item - the 
water hole for the screen wash! I am 
always amazed that I know how to 
check the oil, but I do try not to let on 
to my other half, as I'd rather the car 
maintenance remained a l biue’ job in 
my homel 

So at home, I play 'blonde'. No, I 
don't now where the screen wash 
goes, but I can open a bottle of wine 
while my other half investigates the 
levels. I'll also play a game when It 
comes to the oil, simply because I 
don't want to get my hands dirty... 
"Oil?" I say, l 1 have to put oil in the 
car? But why? Oil is for frying a steak 1 ’. 
And as for tyre pressures and tread, 
my blank expression works wanders 
- in fact it needs to as I've never got 
the hang of it. This means that while \ 
handle the ‘pink' jobs, my man looks 
after my safety by keeping an eye on 
my car, leaving me to get on with the 
important things in life (Tike going out 
to lunch). 

However, I can’t rely entirely on the 
man of the house, it just wouldn’t be 
fair. He is busy too and car problems 
can cause terrible arguments. So here 
are a few words of advice that have 
kept me safely on the road, without 
causing a mutiny at home... 

First of all, arm yourself with a great 


car, the best your hard earned money 
can buy, 

!f you're not buying a brand spanking 
new car, where do you start? I've 
owned lots of not-quite-so-new cars 
over the years and sourcing a good 
one is quite a challenge without a 
mechanical mind. You could check 
out the local papers for private sales 
or visit all the online websites offering 
pre-foved cars for sale, then spend 
several weekends trailing around 
the country looking at them, whilst 
wondering whether they will still get 
you from A to B next week, how 
much money you’ll need to spend to 
make them road worthy, whether the 
exhaust is about to fall off (I do know 
that it’s the long tube-like thing under 
the body of the car - but I would need 
to lie on the floor to see it, which will 
make me dirty, and 1 prefer to keep 
my clothes and shoes in good order) , 
and whether that big brown crusty 
patch under the bonnet is something 
to worry about. 

I’ve always felt that the best option 
is to trust in those that know - the real 
experts, a friendly sales person in a 
recommended garage, perhaps one 
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you already know and trust - and 
there are lots of reason why: 

Knowledge: They know the car you 
are thinking about buying inside out 

- because they’ve scrutinised it inside 
and out before placing if on their 
forecourt. Think about this - there is no 
mileage, if you forgive the pun r in a 
good garage selling a rubbish car 

Tiust: You can trust them not to sell 
you a dud. You know where they 
are and you’ll be a real pain in the 
proverbial if you have to keep taking 
it back. Not to mention that they 
have their reputation to consider 

- they sell you a great car you 
recommend them to all your friends, 
everyone is happy. But they sell 
you a pile of junk and the world will 
know about it - friends, family, work 
colleagues, the pub landlord, and 
the kiss of death that is Trip Advisor! 

Service: They will look after you. You 
will leave the garage with a car 
that, whatever age and make, has 
been given a thorough once over, 
so you'll know, before you hand over 
your money, how much life is left in 
the tyres, whether the brake pads 
might need some attention soon, 
when the MOT is due and when you 
should plan to have it serviced. They 
will look after your finance, ensuring 
your car is affordable, not just the 
money on the table and the potential 
finance agreement required, but 
the ongoing maintenance costs, 
fuel consumption, etc. And when 
something does need fixing you will 


happily take it back to 
them. Why? Because 
they have the 
knowledge, you can 
trust them, and you'll 
get a good service. 

If you're lucky enough to be buying 
brand new, then you can begin with 
'pretty 1 , before moving on to the 
boring stuff: fuel consumption, road 
tax cost, finance, size - and size does 
matter. How many children do you 
need to transport? Will it be the family 
car and therefore need a big boot 
space? Or is it a mid-life-crisis car in 
sparkling red with only two seats? 

With your new car safely on the road, 
you’ll need to look after it. It requires 
care and attention on a regular basis, 
and that means more than a weekly 
spin through the carwash. Your car 
can fee! loved and wanted without 
causing you stress - so take your 
precious motor for regular services 
and let those trusted mechanics 
stroke if back to full throttle. 

Your garage can be your lifeline: 

The trust you put in their expertise 
can make the difference between 
knowing you’ll make it to lunch, or 
the fear of missing said lunch every 
time you turn the key in the ignition. 

So use your garage wisely - get to 
know them so that they get to know 
you, be loyal to them the way that 
they are loyal to you, and trust them 
to provide the service they promise - 
because a good garage is like gold 
dust, especially for a girl like me! ♦ 


I had always craved a 4X4 and 
my Kia Sorento was a great car to 
drive, economical fo run and never 
gave me a moment's trouble. Age 
eventually got (he better of it and I 
placed it in the care of the garage 
where I took possession of an 
utterly gorgeous ICia Sportoge (left) 
with only 11 miles on the clock. I 
celebrafed my new wtiee/s in true 
I970's fashion by draping myself 
over it in o bikini fan o freezing 
cold day) whilst 
enjoying a delicious 
glass of champagne. 
If wasn't a pretty sight 
and there was much 
twitching of curtains 
in our road, no doubt 
accompanied by "what 
on earth is she doing 
now?".*, but there are 
those who wiii understand why this 
simply had to be doneI 



right from top: things started fo Jook up when t purchased my second ford 
Galaxy, a shiny silver beast with all the buttons money could buy. It went iike a 
bomb up and down the motorways to Cornwall and franco until the mileage was 
so high it needed fo be disposed of before it died, it was traded in for a new gofd 
version of the same car and I loved if. Sadly if hod severe organ failure offer only 
five years, which kept my mechanic laughing all the way fo the pub. If ceased 
to survive on the M40, limped fo the nearest garage and was swopped there and 
then for o horrid green Renault Megane Scenic, a car I toothed but would at least 
get me home/ If tasted two years until I finally aquired a much desired Kia Sorento 
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MGLIVE! 


British Motor Heritage (BMH) has been a strong 
supporter of MGLIVE! and this year's meeting 
at Silverstone on June 4/5 will mark its most 
comprehensive presence at l the world's largest MG 
event’ to date. 


The recently improved Fetdon Valley Golf Club near 
Brailes is quickly establishing a very good reputation 
as one of the friendliest and most welcoming golf 
clubs in the area. 

The 6,230 yard Par 71 golf course offers a super 
combination of challenging holes set in a valley that 
features stunning views. It is a 'must play T for golfers 
who enjoy picturesque views within relaxing and 
calm surroundings - a wonderful combination of golf 
and nature. 

New owners have been In place at Feldon Valley 
for the past three years and continued investment 
in the club has seen key improvements in the 


The company’s stand will feature a range of vehicles 
built from BMH replacement body shells and a large 
sample of other parts for classic MGs. Complementing 
this quality hardware will be a major selection of 
motoring products available via the company's ever¬ 
growing online brand, Motoring Classics. 

Visitors to the stand are assured of a warm welcome, 
where BMH’s comprehensive and illustrated 2016 parts 
catalogue, the latest issue of the company’s Motoring 
Classics magazine, and advice on all things classic will 
be freely available. 

Further information on BMH products and its worldwide 
network of Approved Specialists can be found at 
www.bmh-ttd.com, while that on the Motoring Classics 
range is available at www.motoringclassics.co.uk.. 


Discover the world’s 
largest collection of 
historic British cars 


Experience the sights, sounds 
and stories of Britain's 
motoring heritage. 


r * 


Explore 300 of Britain's finest cars 
- a nostalgic day out full of 
social history. 
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THE MOST 

Picturesque 
Golf Club in 

THE COTSWOLDS 
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fhere's greof 
food and 
a warm 
welcome to 
all (leff) 
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quality, presentation 
and overall look of the 
course. True greens and 
great grass coverage 
all add to the playing 
experience at Feldon 
Valley. This is reflected m 
recent comments from 
visiting golfers who have 
remarked l how much 
more welcoming the golf 
club is'. 


The new team at Feldon 
Valley is led by General 
Manager Marcus 
Lovelock. He has worked 
in the industry for the 
past ten years and has 
extensive experience 
in customer service and 
hospitality. He started 
playing golf at a very 


young age and now plays 
off three. 

Marcus commented: "The 
product at Feldon Valley 
is constantly improving. 
For us it T s all about 
looking after people and 
looking after the golf 
course - doing all we can 
to enhance the golfers 


a gloriously peaceful 
setting in rolling Cotswold 
countryside - nature takes 
care of that... we just 
supply the welcome.” 

To experience the 
improvements made at 
Feldon Valley for yourself 
call 01608 685633. 



THE MOST PICTURESQUE GOLF IN THE COTSWOLDS 


6.230 yard Par 71 golf course 
Stunning views 

Relaxing and calm surroundings 
Golf, community and nature 
All welcome 





10% OFF 

A GREEN FEE 
AT FELDON VALLEY 
FOR FOUR SHIRES 
READERS 


FELDON VALLEY GOLF CLUB 

Sutton Lane, Lower Brailes, Oxfordshire OX1S 5BB \ www.fetdonvaHeygolf.co.uk | 01608 6856.53 
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Hole in One 


PGA AA Qualified Golf professional 
Mark McGeehan has spent the last 
20 years doing what he Eoves best, 
travelling the world playing golf 
and meeting some amazing people 
along the way. 

As a youngster at school, his 
careers advisor had told him to 
avoid such a career path after 
Mark told him he admired Nrck 
Faldo and wanted to have a 
lifestyle like his! 

"I do remember te/tfng my careers 
advisor that / wanted to play golf," 
said Mark. w l was most definitely 
steered away from this - so really 
the /asf 20 years have been totally 
at odds with everything I was fo/d 
back then!” 

Mark's career has evolved and 
through many experiences that he 
has leaned throughout his golfing 


career can now be transposed into 
life outside the sport. 

"During my career so far , l have 
had to deal with golfing ‘ups and 
downs'. These situations can be 
comparable to 1 ups and downs' in 
life generally and the strategies I 
have used to cope with the golfing 
elements can just as easily be used 
in day to day life.** 

Golf like any sport teaches you to 
be resilient and keep fighting in the 
face of adversity. You have to have 
a can do attitude in business and in 
sport. 

Mark has developed his business 
and coaches at Heyfhrop Park 
Golf club as a performance coach 
and recently became a TGTOP 
50, coaching all levels of golfers, 
hosting corporate events and 
company days and also proud of 


grass root development coaching 
the youngsters on Saturday 
mornings. 

Mark is also involved with a 
company called The Go/f Buffer and 
offers luxury golfing experiences to 
amazing destinations including The 
Masters and the Ryder Cup. 

Still competing on the PGA circuit 
Mark is still as motivated as ever 
and keen to succeed and has done 
a lot for charity work over the past 
12 months to help maintain a good 
level of fitness. 

If you are interested in taking your 
game to the next level or getting 
involved with the coaching breaks 
and learning from PGA professional 
and coach please call Mark on 
07787937627 or visit his website 
www.mcgeehangolf.com 








the return of 


Eddie Jones 


Ecfcf/e Jones recenff/ joined over 700 
parents , players and staff at Warwick 
School's annual Rugby Presentation 
Evening. 

The evening was a culmination of the 
school's most successful season to 
date! On top of the wonderful playing 
performances the school boasted a 
number of national successes Including: 

• U13 1 s School Sports Magazine Finalists 

• U14's National 7's Finalists 

• U15's NatWest Cup Semi-finalists 

• U18 f s NatWest Cup Semi-finalists 

Individual performances were also 
recognised with five students gaining 
England Caps: 

• Tom Dodd & Josh Grimes UTS England 
Counties 

• Nick David & Nick Rigby England U17 

• Tom Fawcett England U16 

Warwick School was delighted to host 
Japan, as a training base, during the 
RWC 2015. With Eddie Jones as head 
coach, Japan’s incredible victory over 
South Africa was the greatest shock of 
the tournament. 

However, the highlight of the season 
for Warwick School would have to be 



the number of 
boys representing 
the school with 
a staggering 44 
teams wearing 
the "blue & white 1 
jerseys across the 
Junior and Senior 
Schools. 

The 

presentation 
evening 
ended with an 
Inspirational 
talk from 
Eddie Jones, 

England’s 

Head Coach, giving clear messages to 
both students and parents. Previously 
as a teacher and indeed a school 
principal, the message that Eddie 
promoted was "Work hard - who 
knows what you can achieve, do your 
homework and academic work comes 
first*. A Q&A session completed the 
night, with questions ranging from Can 
England win the next Rugby World Cup?’ 
to the selection considerations ahead of 
the Australia four. 

The finale was emotional with the 1 st XV 




























or the love of Laverda 



words: jeremy wilton 


H f| any years ago 

i there used to 

-j be a monthly 

1 meeting at The Plough in 
Little Bourton Just outside 
^ Banbury. The pub used 
^ to host a meeting of 
Laverda motorcycles, 

1 and it was their 

predominantly striking 
colour that caught my 
eye as a young lad... 
they were bright orange. 

There were a mixture of 
motorcycles. Including lOOOcc and 
SOOcc machines - they were all 
very noisy and looked very cool - it 
was at this point I suspect that I 
knew I had to have a go on one of 
these machines - and the only real 
way this was going happen was by 
purchasing one! 

I remember travelling down to 
London to pick up the first Laverda, 
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it was a three cylinder model 
and It wasn't orange! Because 
the machine was quite old and I 
suspect not the best example of a 
Laverda, it has been painted black 
and red - a red frame with black 
running gear. I do remember Ft has a 
fast filling fuel cap - I think that was 
Its only redeeming feature! 

Anyhow, I was the proud owner of 
a Laverda and I raced around on 
it fairly quickly, unfortunately too 
quickly, for I ended up crashing 
the bike near Middleton Cheney 
and damaging it quite badly. The 
insurance man came up with a deal 
and I decided then to go for a real 
orange Laverda {after a bike or two 
in between). I owned a gorgeous 
Laverda Jota for a year or two and 
then, to my tasting regret, sold it on. 

Some 30 years later having 
reached that stage in life when men 
sometimes look to their youth to 
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recapture past glories, I decided It 
would be fun to get hold of another 
'orange’ motorcycle. Obviously 
during the last 30 years, prices had 
gone up and it was with shock that I 
realised the bikes were now selling 
for north of £10,0001 There was no 
way E would pay that just for a 
chance to recapture my youth, so 1 
settled for a 'basket case’ Laverda. 

For those of you who aren't sure, 
a 'basket case’ motorcycle is a 
bike that has been reduced to 
its component parts and stored, 
usually, in old boxes or tea chests. 
Luckily, mine came in the back of a 
van and it was the SOOcc version of 
the old 'Jota' - a Laverda Montjuic. 

1 had owned another Laverda 
Montjuic back in the 80s, and 
(how times have changed) sold 
it for the deposit to buy my first 
house in Rugby, Warwickshire, i 
remember being fairly distraught 
about this, but, at the time my father 
commented: “don't be so daft, 
rn the future you’il have a who/e 
stable of these bikes to go with 
your house”* That was little comfort 
at the time for the 500cc bike had 
quickly grown a reputation for being 
a street 'racer’ and was really quite 
collectable, even back then! As 
the years progressed 1 forgot about 
the little orange racer, that Is, until 
1 stumbled across an advert for a 
'basket case’ machine last year. 

The advert appeared and within ten 
minutes, 1 had bought the machine 
purely on the strength of the owner's 
description! 

Now the fun began. 

1 have to say the chap who 
sold me the motorcycle was an 
enthusiast and having travelled 
down from County Durham was 
happy to run through all the bits 
and pieces I had purchased over 
a cup of tea. It quickly became 
quite obvious that he was an 
engineering expert, working for a 
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on', with large 
pistons, valves 
and a polished 
head). More 
importantly 
however, it gave 
me a few spare 
components and 
on that fateful day 
when 1 pulled the 
armature out of 
the starter motor and springs and 


large car manufacturer in 
Sunderland. Consequently, 
it became apparent that 
if he was missing bits 
for the bike he would 
‘manufacture’ them in 
his well-equipped home 
workshop. This was well 
beyond my rudimentary 
motorcycling engineering 
skill set and I feared the 
worst. 

Armed with numerous 
cable ties of differing sizes 
and enthusiasm, I started 
the process of putting 
the little 'orange love 
machine' back together... 

Amazingly, there have 
been few really horrendous 
problems! 

As well as the cable ties, 1 
have to say that the seller 
had bequeathed to me 
a workshop manual that 
went into the motorcycle's 
construction in great detail - this 
was fo prove invaluable when 
looking at the intricacies of valve 
guides, seals and shims. 

If quickly became obvious that 
some parts of the 'basket case’ 
were beyond redemption. There 
was a 'fide mark' running through 
the engine where it had been 
stored in a wet environment, the 
level of the standing water perfectly 
‘etched’ through the engine's 
parts. A good deal of polishing with 
‘Solvol Autosol' and believe if or not 
Duraglif made an impression on 
the aluminium sections, but most of 
the electrical ignition components 
were beyond saving. 

Men spend hours in their sheds 
and it has been remarked that this 
behaviour has often played a part 
in relationships in many households 
remaining stable. Well, stability is 
the watchword here, for I probably 
spent most of the last winter s 
evenings ensconced in the shed, 
hunched over an engine case, 
cylinder head or starter motor. A 
small camping gas stove kept the 
temperature in the shed above 
freezing! 

One saving grace with the 'basket 
case’ was that part of the deal 
included a spare engine for the bike 
(an engine that had been 'breathed 


magnets flew in different directions 
across the shed, I had a spare motor 
to cannibalise. 

I had to send to Germany for a new 
ignition system and I have fo say 
that our highly efficient continental 
neighbours provided sterling 
service. Their delivery was trackable 
from its base near the unfortunately 
named Hilter in Lower Saxony and it 
arrived before a smaller parcel sent 
at the same time from Herefordshire! 

Despite initially confusing the 
ignition coil wires the bike grunted 
Into life after three or four squirts on 
the starter button... 

1 started the project with a date for 
completion in mind - Casslngton 
bike night takes place on Monday 
June 27th. 

Casslngton bike night, organised by 
Oxford motorcyclists is famous with 
bikers In the Four Shires and 1 realise 
now, that It was here, last year, that 
1 glimpsed and heard a Laverda 
Montjuic; the first such sighting, in 
the flesh, so fo speak, for nearly 30 
years. It would be fitting to meet up 
with this other machine this year 
and ‘touch wood’, we are on course 
to make it. 

Roll on June 27th! O 
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Mobile Cycle Repair and 
Custom Workshop Services 


CYTECH ACCREDITED 

FULLY TRAINED PROFESSIONAL TECHNICIANS 


11, Worcester Road Industrial Estate, 
Chipping Norton 0X7 5XW 
juKl 01608 238150 
““ www.tycycles.co.uk 


The dedicated workshop 
is professionally equipped 
with the latest tools and 
equipment to work on 
your bicycle. Whether you 
need a service, repair or 
tune up, TY Cycles can 
cater for your bespoke 
requirements. 

Commenting on the 
aims of the company the 
brothers said ,: we are very 
passionate about giving 
a quality service to each 
and every customer. 

We are confident that 
the qualify of our work 
and service will not be 
matched. We offer a free 
collection and delivery 
service within 15 miles 
of Chipping Norton, [f 
you would rather your 


bike was serviced at 
your home or workplace 
however then this can 
also easily be arranged.” 

Along with cycle servicing 
and repair the workshop 
stocks a quality range of 
accessories and spares. 
Tom and Rob also offer an 
excellent cycle hire and 
tour service to both locals 
and tourists alike. 

So if you want to get the 
best out of your bicycle, 
with servicing and repairs 
at competitive rates, then 
Tom and Rob are more 
than qualified to help. 

Your cycling experience is 
TY Cycles passion. 

www.tycycles.co.uk 
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Pedal 

Power 


in Chipping Norton 
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TY Cycles in Chipping 
Norton is the brain child 
of Tom and Rob Yeatman. 
The company supports 
cyclists and enthusiasts 
in the Cotswolds. With 
a dedicated cycle 
workshop, the brothers 
believe it is the best place 
to get your bike serviced 
or repaired in the area, 

Tom and his brother Rob 
have been competing in 
time trial, road racing and 
cycle cross for ten years. 
Having started racing 
as youth riders, they are 
now both riding as U23 
athletes. With this wealth 
of cycling knowledge and 
experience coupled with 
Cytech accreditation 
(the nationally 


recognised training and 
accreditation scheme 
for cycle mechanics and 
outdoor pursuits], you can 
be sure that your bicycle 
is in extremely confident 
hands. 
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Sports injuries ore very 
common and often result 
in soft tissue damage. 
Typically these can 
lead to tenderness, 
swelling, haematoma, 
scarring, fibrosis, restricted 
movement and loss of 
function. The aims of 
acupuncture are to 
relieve pain, control 
inflammation, hasten 
resolution of haematoma, 
accelerate repair and 
resume loss of function 
or increase range of 
movement. 

Matt Fe/f, ex European 
Barefoot Waterskiing 
Champion talks to 
Clare Ward about how 
acupuncture keeps him 
waterskiin g* 

C/are; How did you get 
into barefoot waterskiing? 

Matt: It started when I 
was about 14. My parents 
had a holiday caravan 
at a lake near Witney 
which was perfect for 
waterskiing, I taught 
myself and since then I 
have become European 
Barefoot Waterskiing 
Champion, broken British 
records for 'Tricks and 
Slalom' and been a Silver 
and Bronze Medallist for 
'Jumps and Tricks', 

C/are: Did your sport take 
its toil on your body at all? 

Matt: You could say 
that as l had a hip 
replacement at the age 
of 36! Waterskiing puts a 
lot of strain on the body 
so I have a strategy for 
reducing possible injuries 
that involves strength 
training, pilatesand 
acupuncture. Sometimes 
I start to feel a twinge 
in the shoulder, upper 
back or in the knees and 
I turn to acupuncture to 
fix the problem before 
it becomes an injury. 
Alternatively I find that 
I just don't have the 
range of movement in my 
shoulder without it hurting. 



the Barefoot 

Waterskier 


Acupuncture and moxa 
does the trick and I walk 
out feeling like I can 
move the whole joint 
easily again. 

Clare: Do you still enjoy 
being out on the water? 

Mott: I love it. From April 
to October I try to ski a 
few times every weekend. 
I now have my own family 
and we own a holiday 
home at the same lake 
that I started out at. My 
wife waterskis with me 
from time to time and 
my 1 ] year old daughter, 
Hattie, has also got the 
bug. 

Clare: Are you injury 
free now that you don't 
compete any longer? 

Mott: No! I love skiing on 
snow and snowboarding 
as well as on water and 



recently ended up with 
a broken leg and ankle. 
Seriously, ! work hard to 
stay fit to avoid injury. 
Exercise is key for health 


but you do need to look 
after your body and my 
strategy of gym, pilates 
and acupuncture works 
brilliantly for me. 



• PROVIN NATURAi IRJ a f MI s t > 
TO FREE YOU PROM YTXJ ft ACMES 
AND FAIN.y 
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FATHER’S DAY 







Father’s 

Day 

Sunday 19th June 


The best of 
Father's Day 
gifts are right 
here in the Four 
Shires. Here is 
a selection of 
perfect prezzies 
from three 
abulous local 
shops... Henry's 
The Costwold 
Tailor and 
MASH. 




Make a trip to 
Chipping Norton 
and visit our 
eclectic gift and 
lifestyle shop in 
the High street! 



There is something 
for everyone if 
you appreciate 
style, quality and 
something with a 
difference. 



Mashjife style 
on twitter 
and facebook 


9 High Street 
Chipping Norton 
Oxfordshire 
0X7 SAD 
01608 644 669 


www.mashiifestyle.co.uk 


For Fabulous Fathers... 

The new collection 
of men/s clothing, 
now available at 
MASH in Chipping 
Norton, is an exciting 
addition to the 
already fabulous 
eclectic mix of home 
accessories and 
inspirational gifts. 

Here you will find 
the perfect unique 
gift for Father’s 
Day - choose from 
retro home delights 
for the stylish home 
lover contemporary 
curios for the country 
gent, or beautifully 
designed clothing 
and footwear for the 
sharp dressed man. 

The entire range has been hand picked by Justin, 
whose eye for perfection guarantees an impeccable 
collection that we have no doubt will thoroughly 
tempt you. 

Find MASH at: 9 High 5f, Chipping Norton 0X7 SAD 
Visit www.mashtifestyle.co.uk or call 01608 644669 
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HENRY’S OF BANBURY: Sloane & 
Bailey shoes (2) f Azof Brogues (9), 
clothing from their selection (6, 8 
and 10), socks (7). Visit Henry’s at 
52 High St Banbury 0X16 5JJ, call 
0J295 251044 „ or go to the websfte 
at www.henrysofbanbury.com 


MASH: Inspirational gifts from a super 
range (1, 4 and 5), Visit MASH at 9 High 
Si Chipping Norton 0X7 SAD, coll 01608 
644669 t or go to the websfte at www* 
mashlifestyle.co. u k 




THE COTSWQLD TAILOR: A selection 
of fabulous gifts for Father’s Day (3 ,1 ? 
and 12). Visit The Cotswold Tailor at 
24 Church St Shipston*on*Stour CV36 
4AP, cat/ 01 608 238008 or go to the 
website at www.suitstaiiored.com 











everything 
looks great 
with denim, 
dark denim 


FASHION 


Mint Velvet ; 
patchwork 
bodge fray 
hem denim 
jacket 
£24.99: New 
Look: unique 
denim jacket 
£80www, 
iookagatn. 


Sunshine Style 


Sunny summer styles are now in our shops 
to put a fresh, bright feeling into each day. 
Summer is almost here and It's time to start 
looking at the pretty summer florals and 

splashy beachy colours. 

On the right we have 
featured some fabulous 
fashion from Cactus 
in Banbury: Salsa 
Reversible skirt 
£47.50; Margot 
top £42.50; Ebony 
blue dress £49.95, 
Visit Cactus at 
20 Parson's St, 
Banbury 0X16 
SLY, call 01295 
262805 or see the 
website at www. 
cactusbanbury.com 


left: 2 in I top with printed 
cardigan £24, sandals £15, 
trousers £22 r sunglasses £J2 r 
a// M&Co 

below right; Drew oval stone 
ring £26 from Oliver Bonos; 
Denrsfta bog £70 from 
Done: Autograph navy 
mule £49.50 from M&S 


yellow Kelby sandals £70 
from Done: yellow Idless bag 
£36 from Seasait Cornwall 
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Domino 
& Dice 
Fashion 
Show is 

a HIT 


A Domino & Dice 
collaboration worked 
perfectly In the 
glamorous ball room at 
Stratford's Town Hall last 
month, raising a fantastic 
£2,400 for Shlpston Home 
Nursing, 

Guests were welcomed 
with Canapes and a 
glass of fizz by Four Leaf 
Clover and Sheldon’s 
Wine Cellars respectively. 
James Walton of Sheldon 
Bosley then expertly 
compared the evening 
where guests viewed 
a stunning display of 
outfits, dresses and 
accessories from 
Domino and Dice and 
hats by local Cotswold 
milliner Bridget 
Robbins. 
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Cotswold tranquility in a 
magical woodland setting. 
Positively unique... 

Seven bedroom country house 
set in extensive gardens and 
grounds with pavilion/office, 
grass tennis court, swimming 
pool, broadleaf woodland 
and grazing. In all about 14.5 
acres. 

Price guide £2.75m 



36 South Bar, Banbury 
Oxfordshire 0X16 9.AE 

Nick Rudge 
nrudge@5avills.com 
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0X17 2JL (above right Juniper 
House Care Home, Candleford 
Close, Brack ley, NN13 6JZ Larkrise 

Care Centre, Prescott Close, 
Banbury, OX 16 ORD Glebefields, 
Stratford Road, Banbury, 0X15 6EH 
Lake House, The Green, Adderbury, 
0X17 3NG # Shaw healthcare - 
Lon glands, London Road, Daventry, 
Northants, NN11 4DY • The 
Warwickshire Nursing and Residential 
Home, Main Street, Thurlaston, 
Rugby, CV23 ?JS Gracewell of 
Maids Moreton, 1 Church Street, 
Maids Moreton, MK18 IGF. 


Each care home will put on their 
own time table for the day so 
please contact those you wish to 
visit in advance. For the full list of 
care homes taking part in this year’s 
National Care Home Open Day visit 
www .ca re h om eope nday.org.uk 

inset pic: Captain Charles Howard 
officta/ty opens the new reception area 
at Chacombe Park, Captain Howard (, 
a resident at Chacombe Park saw 
service in the Second World War and 
was a prisoner of war at Sta/ag Luff /ft 
-made famous in the film The Great 
Escape', 


National Care Home Open Day, 
which takes place on the 17th June 
is a UK wide initiative inviting care 
homes to open their doors to their 
local communities. 


Thousands of care homes 
across the UK take part 
each year welcoming 
the public and arranging 
events and activities that 
help to create lasting 
links between care home 
residents and their local 
communities. The special 
day aims to show people 
what excellent care homes are 
really about and how they can be 
at the centre of local communities, 
developing relationships across the 
generations. The event also hopes 
to enrich the fives of the care home 
residents by reminding people that 
care homes in every community are 
filled with unique, intelligent and 
charming characters, and run by 
special people that really do care. 


Some of the fabulous care homes 
open across the Four Shires on the 
17th June are listed here: 


Chacombe Park Care Home, 
Banbury Road, Chacombe, Banbury, 


Five steps to selling 

Step one - Pricing strategy 



Matthew Allen, Head of Property 
Sales at the Banbury office of 
Fisher German, seis out below the 
first of five steps to successfully 
selling your property... 


/" s We understand that house buying is influenced 
••by both practicalities and emotions, which 
makes suggesting the right marketing price both a 
technical exercise and an art. Depending on the 
property and the situation, our advice may be to 
enter the market with an optimistic guide price to test 
interest, or at a competitive level to stimulate buyer 
activity, but our aim is always to maximise 
the value of your asset. 
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Drawing on our In-depth market 
knowledge, we will agree a strategy 
with you that wifi ensure you achieve the 
highest price for your property and that 
the right purchasers will be enticed to 
view. In suggesting a guide price we will 
carefully consider: 

• The size of the property 

• Outbuildings and other facilities 

• The condition and presentation 

• The layout of accommodation 

• Buyers' expectations 

• The location and surrounding area 

• Other sales of properties in the locality 

• Market activity at the suggested 
price level 

• Prevailing economic conditions 


Contact Matthew at matthew.allen@fishergerman.co.uk • 01295 271555 • fishergerman.co.uk 
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fishergerman.co.uk 


® FISHER 

GERMAN 




Historic Manor House with buildings, 
land and abundant potential 

* 7 bedroom Manor House 

* Traditional outbuildings 

* Planning permission for holiday Jets 

* Equestrian facilities 

* 2 cottages 

* Unspoilt range of former farm buildings 

* Arable and pasture land 

* In all about 248.45 acres f 1 00.54 ha) 

Price on application 


1 5 offiCSS selling across the UK 

Banbury 01295 271555 
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fishergerman.co.uk 


Priors Hardwick, Warwickshire 




Brick cottage for renovation 

* Sitting room, dining room, kitchen 

* Cloakroom, larder, 2/3 bedrooms 

* Double garage, off-street parking 

* Extensive gardens, huge potential 

* in all about 1 /3 acre 

* EEC rating G 

Guide price £340,000 


Banbury, Oxfordshire 






Rarely available smallholding 

* Farmhouse (subject to AOC) 

* Kitchen/breakfast room, utility room 

* Sitting room, study, dining room 

* 4 double bedrooms (1 en-suite) 

* Farm shop, stores, palytunneis 
- EF'C rating E 

Guide price £950,000 


1 5 Offices selling across the UK 

Banbury 01295 271555 




























fishergerman.co.uk 


® FISHER 

GERMAN 


Harley, Oxfordshire 





Family house with attractive 
elevated views 

* 4 receptions, fcitchen/breakfast room 

* En-suite master and guest bedrooms 

* 3 further bedrooms, study/bedroom 6 

* Double garage, swimming pool 

* EPC rating F 

Guide price £975,000 




Character former lodge with 
attractive country views 

* 2 reception rooms, kite hen/breakfast 

* Study, conservatory, bathroom 

* 4 bedrooms (master with en-sulfe) 

* First floor sitting room with views 

* EPC rating F 

Guide price ££60,000 
































Meadow Rise, 

Haise, Northants 

A Stunning Family Home with Far 
Reaching Views 

Quarter of an Acre Plot 
Edge of Village Location 
Stunning Rural Views 
6 Bedrooms 
4 En-Suites 
• Family Bathroom 
4 Reception Rooms 
Large Farmhouse Kitchen/ 
Breakfast Room 
Large Front and Rear Gardens 
Double Garage and Driveway 
Parking 

Must be Viewed 

Guide Price: £840,000 



The Old School House, 
Shalstone, Bucks 

A Grade Jl Listed Victorian Village 
School 

# Built in 1852 

Converted School and School 
House 

Within the Shalstone 
Conservation Area 
Rural Views to the Rear 
Convenient to Market Towns 
of Buckingham and Brackley 
4 Bedrooms 
2 Bathrooms 
Double Height School Hall 
with Gallery 

Approximately Quarter of an 
Acre Plot 

Double Garage and Parking 

Guide Price: £675,000 


Specialists in the Sale and Letting of Quality Town and Village Homes 


01280 701001 

post@macintyers.co.uk I www.macintyers.co.uk 
Hartley House, 2 9 Market Place, Brackley NN13 7AB 
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G etting fit is a goal for many 
people, but doing so is not 
always easy. Finding the 
motivation and time to join and 
travel to a gym, coupled with the 
cost of monthly membership, can 
be a major deterrent. However, 
getting fit does not have to 
involve pounding a treadmill or 
lifting weights next to a dozen 
other people or running through 
the streets in the freezing cold. 
Creating a gym in your own home 
provides the opportunity to get 
fit at your own pace, at a time 
that suits you, with no monthly 
commitment. 

Choose fhe space: you do not 

need a studio-sized space in your 
home to create a gym. All you 
require is head room for lifting 
things, a sturdy floor, and no 
obstructions. A spare bedroom can 
prove effective as long as you can 
comfortably lift your arms out to the 
sides and rotate. Alternatively, the 
garage is an excellent option, not 
only will it be cooler than the rest of 
the house, but the concrete floor 
will be less likely to be marked from 
any gym equipment. 

Choose your goats: before 

investing in any equipment, 
think about what you 
want to achieve. There 
is no point investing in 
heavy weights if you are 
aiming to trim down, while 
a treadmill is unlikely to 
benefit anyone wanting 
bigger biceps. 

Choose your equipment: the most 
important part of any home gym is 
the equipment you choose, and ft 



Get Buff 


is always best to invest in some that 
will last the test of time. This not only 
means sturdy apparatus, but also 
equipment that is future-proofed. 
This could be a weight rack that 
can be added to, so that you will 
never max it out, or a treadmill, 
rawing machine or exercise bike 
with plenty of settings to increase 



not broke 


the difficulty. Multi-gyms are a 
great space-saving option which 
have features to train every major 
muscle group, all self-contained 
in a compact machine that takes 
up less space. Treadmills, cross 
trainers and rowing machines 
understandably take up more 
room, although many modern 
treadmills are foldable to help with 
space-saving, while the majority of 
exercise bikes are actually smaller 
than a regular road bike. 

Choose fhe appropriate extras: if 

a multi-gym does not quite do it 
for you or you want to splash out, 
then an adjustable dumbbell or 
squat rack may be the way to 
go. Investing in a good 15-20kg 
barbel! will enable you to add a 
combination of weights for bench 
press, shoulder press and squats, 
while a good bench will have both 
an Incline and decline 
function to allow you to 
target different parts 
of your torso. When it 
comes to dumbbells, 
those with removable 
collars, which can 
range from lkg to truly 
heavy weights, make an 
ideal addition for building muscle 
or simply toning your arms. 





To comp/efe your sef-op: a 

kettlebell, gym ball, skipping rope 
and sit-up mat can give you a truly 
all-encompassing fitness solution 
that enables you to get fit in your 
own home, with no membership 
fee required. • 
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Mix bury, Northamptonshire-Guide Price: £995,000 

An attractive natural stone built family home located towards the edge of the village. The property provides an ideal purchase fora family 
see king an outdoor life style providing excel lent equestrian facilities including stables, menage, fenced paddocks set in just over 5 acres. EPC:F 

Hampton sBanbu Sales. 01295203091 Lettings. 01295203093 



Over Norton, Oxfordshire-Guide Price: £750,000 

Artractive Grade 11 Listed end of te rrace ba rn conve rsio n w ith s t u n n t ng formali ga rdens, paddock, stable s , tac k room a nd fie Id shelte r. T he prope rty 
is s itu ated on a no throu gh road, wh ich i n tu i n lead s to a b rid le way, o n the edge of t h is del ightful ru ral vil lage. Q vera 11 plot of ju st ove r 2 ac re s . 

H a m p ns D © d d i r g t o n S ales. 01S 6 9 S 76 271 Let tings. 01295 203 09 3 


hamptons.co.uk 


ftvaiInbU o-n the 

m AppStore 
























Often an overlooked area 
in the home, your hallway 
offers a first impression 
of your interiors, so why 
not make it a welcoming 
sight? Transforming your 
entry way into a bright 
and inviting space 
couldn't be easier, even 
if room Es tight and your 
hallway is a magnet for 
clutter. Here is a handy 
guide for making the most 
of this often neglected 
thoroughfare. 

Conceal the Clutter: With 
the inevitable morning 
rush, combat the clutter 
of a busy household 
by using clever storage 
solutions. Invest wisely 
in a sleek console 
table to house all your 
home essentials (making 
them easy to grab on 
your way out of the 
door) or try doubling 
up on storage and 
seating, there are many 



benches that feature pull¬ 
out baskets or lift up seats 
to reveal storage space 
beneath. A very good 
option for keeping items 
neatly tucked away. If 
you’re short on space, a 
good quality storage rack 
will be ideal for hanging 
coats and bags. 

A bright idea: When 
choosing the lighting 
for your entrance way, 
it ! s best to avoid harsh 
lighting and opt for space 
enhancing options. If 
your ceilings are low, up 
lifters will reflect light up 
to the ceiling creating 
the impression of greater 
height. If your ceilings 
are lofty and high, go 
decorative with an 
oversized chandelier 
statement piece which 
will cast a warm glow into 
your space. 



Colour scheme: When 
it comes to choosing 
a colour scheme for 
your hallway, opt for a 
palette of neutral shades, 
including pastel and 
soft warm tones. This will 
enhance the feeling 
of space, opening up 
the area for a brighter 
and fresher look. Add 
pops of colour through 
accessories, such as wall 
art or smaller furnishings 


to give 

character 

and 

personality 
to the area. 



Reflect 
the light: 

Maximise 
natural light 
with mirrors 
to instantly 
brighten 
up a dark 
hallway. To 
create the 
illusion of 
space, hang 
one close 
to a light 

source to make the most 
of available light. Create 
a feeling of space and 
depth by the positioning 
of the mirror, for example, 
if you have a narrow 


space hang your mirror 
horizontally. This will make 
your space feel wider, 
however hanging a mirror 
vertically will help make a 
low ceiling feel taller. 


A universal approach to 
plumbing and heating 



.THERMAL 


TECHNICAL 1 , 
ADVICE I , 
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BANBURY WINDOWS A C0MS8NA1ORS LID 

DOORS WINDOWS CONSERVATORIES ORANGERIES BI-FOLDS 
PVCU ALUMINIUM HARDWOOD 



TO COMPLEMENT OUR FULL RANGE OF WINDOWS DOORS & CONSERVATORIES WE CAN 
NOW OFFER THE LIVING ROOM ORANGERY AND THE Bl FOLD DOORS. AS SHOVM 
ABOVE AND IS AVAILABLE TO VIEW IN OUR EX I ENSlVE SHOWROOM 


w 

HomePfd 








17 Thorpe Place Overthorpe Industrial Estate. Banbury Oxfordshire. OX I S 4XH 

Telephone 01295 270 404 Fax 01295 270 400 
Email grayQberrwmdovrs freeserve co uk Web www banwtnoo.uk 










































Sunshine 


State of Mind 


W hen you ask anybody 
what colour of the 
spectrum exudes 
cheerfulness, ft has to be yellow. 
This colour is symbolic of the sun, 
warmth and cheerfulness. The 
yellow colour family spans from 
bright sunny yellow to more muted 
gold and umber. If you are stressed 
and overworked, yellow will help 
you change your disposition and 
make you feel happier. Here are 
some great ways of adding a little 
sunshine into your home. 


yellow to the colour 
palette. While an all 
yellow office may be 
distracting, try coupling 
it with espresso brown 
or moss green to spark 
your creativity. 


living spaces are inviting with gold 

Rich shades of gold and marigold 
are welcome colours in living and 
dining rooms. Since bright yellow 
can be fatiguing to the eyes, opt 
for muted tones of the yellow 
family. 



Yellow and b/ack are sophisticated: 

Consider adding a punch of yellow 
in to a dark room. A yellow sofa, 
desk, or wall art can take your 
room from dark and dingy, to sleek 
and modern. 


Yellow 
in your 
garden 
will 

brighten 
up your 
curb 
appeal: 


Primary yellow loves children's 

rooms: Yellow is known for sparking 
creativity and imagination 
in children. If you are a little 
apprehensive about using such 
a vibrant colour 3n your little ones 
room then try using it sparingly, as 
an accent wall or on wardrobe 
doors, so it is not too over powering. 

Brighten up your neighbourhood: 

The exterior colour of your house 
can brighten up your street 
instantly. Try using it as the main 
colour of your house., or use it for 
trim or window sills for a less vibrant 
look. Pale yellows are beautiful on 
older homes, and brighter yellows 
coupled with browns look great for 
more modern properties. 

En/fVen your home office: If 

your home office is feeling 
uninspiring, add some 


Gef cooking with yellow in the 
kitchen: From yellow bananas to 
orange-yellow summer squash, 
your kitchen will feel inspiring with 
yellow. If your kitchen is the main 
hub of your house bring yellow into 
decor as a conversation starter. 


Yellow 

flowers, garden accents, and 
garden furniture will add a cheerful 
disposition to the exterior of your 
home. 


Yef/ow and blue are tranquil in 
the bathroom: If you s re looking 
to create a getaway In your 
bathroom, consider using pale 
yellow and blue to remind you of 
sky and beach. 


Every space in your home could 
benefit from using yellow in the 
decor. So why not bring a little extra 
sunshine into your life? 


Bring yellow into your 
creative space: Bring yellow 
into your work area, 
wall decor, and 
storage bins for a 
burst of colour and 
creativity! 



above: contajpj^of&y abstract canvas by Artefx, £145 
left: kob/n DjMQlrmjr by / know Stef/a £90; fig feaves 
cushion by Rosa and Clara Designs , £45, www. 
rosaandcfaradesigns.co.uk; yeltow Kabocha cast iron 
teapot by The Exotic Teapot £32 
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THE 

RICHARD HARVEY 

COLLECTION 

HOME FURNITURE & ACCESSORIES 


28 Church Street, Shipston on Stour, Warwickshire CV36 4AP Telephone: 01608 662168. 

www.rhcollection.co.uk 



Luxury 

Personalised. 

Cushions 


Cushion 

siz&S- 

-vudoir 


Handmade in 
England. 


Linen cover with 
full feather inner 


Free gift wrapping 
sendee available* 


“J was delighted to receive my 
personalised cushion as a gift * 
The quality is fantastic and 
it looks greatr m * k. sh^ton 


If you wish to discuss your cushion design please call 01608 662168 Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30pm. 


Please complete the order form and return to The Richard Harvey Collection.. 23 Church Street. Shipston on Stour. Warwickshire CV36 4AR Please allow 28 days for delivery. 


PERSONALISED CUSHIONS ORDER FORM 


I would like to order.cushions 

at £29.95 plus £3 PAP = £32.95 each 

□ 1 enclose a cheque / PG for EL.,..... 

payable to The Richard Harvey Collection OR 

□ Please debit my payment card 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 



MR & MRS 


Valid from Expiry: 

CSV (3 digitis on the back): □□□ 

House number:.... Postcode: ...................... 

Cardh old er Name.,,..... ......... .......................... ....... 

Telephone:............................................................. 

Email: ............................................................. 


DELIVERY ADDRESS 

Name: .................. 


Address: 


(for Engagements, 
Weddings, Anniversaries) 

□ Midi size 30(h) x 4Q(w)cm 

□ Boudoir 28(h) x 4B(w)cm 

Ybur Text- 
Surname: 


Year: 



RESERVED FOR 

(personalise lor a family 
member, friend or pet) 

□ Midi size 30(h) x 4Q(w')cn r i 

□ Boudoir 2S(h) x 48(w}cm 

Your Text: 




m 


YOUR TOWN 

(well pent any town 
of your choice) 

n Midi size 30(h) x 40(w)cm 
□ Boudoir 28(h) x 48(w}cm 

Your Text: 

Your Town: 


] Script font 
□ Standard font 



BIRTHDAY 

(for a new birth or 
any birthday) 

□ Midi size 30(h) x 4G(w)cm 

□ Boudoir 28(h) x 48(w)cm 

Your Text: 



Postcode: .. 


□ Please tick box for FREE gift wrapping. 

Due to penmMhp. cushions-may not be teturned unless laulty. Cushions will be printed as per lexl supplied. rteeae aSow 2E aa>-s toe deliver^ 
I he Hie hard Harvey Collection, 2B Churcti Streel. Shipston on Stour. WarwictaTure CVT3S 4AP. www.rftctiaectiQn.co.uit. 
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The sunny days, bright blue skies 
and nice warm temperatures 
will begin to call you outdoors 
throughout the summer. Here's a 
guide to the important aspects of 
creating an outdoor dining space. 

Be inspired by nature: Be inspired 
by nature when choosing your 
colour scheme. Nature gives you a 
lot of greens, browns and greys to 
work with. You may even get some 
oranges and reds present as well, 
which will give your outdoor space 
more energy. To mix nature into 
your outdoor colour arrangement, 
try using outdoor rugs with green 
accents in it, or maybe even a 
table runner with some floral prints 
to compliment the flora in your 
surroundings. Whatever colour 
scheme you choose, make sure the 
colours are cozy and stimulating. 

Examine your space : Examine 
your view and act accordingly. If 
you are lucky enough to have a 
beautiful view, outline it by making 
sure that all the seating in your 


outdoor dining area is placed in a 
direction where the view can be 
enjoyed by everyone seated. 

Examine the shape of your outdoor 
space as well: You may have a very 
small exact space to work with, in 
this case purchase dining furniture 
that gives proper seating and table 
room, yet at the same time leaving 
walking room all around for comfort 
while entertaining, if you have lots 
of space to lay out your furnifure 
then take full advantage of it by 
purchasing larger pieces and even 
adding other amenities, such as an 
outdoor grill and bar. 

Examine your flooring: Decide 
which type of groundcover will best 
suit your needs. You can choose 
to go for a groundcover like turf or 
maybe pea gravel which requires 
little to no upkeep. 

Examine your shade options: Will 
you need artificial shade in the 


form of umbrella's or maybe you 
already have enough shade trees 
present in your garden to give you 
natural shade. 

Be outdoor prepared; Outdoor 
furniture needs special attention 
in order to look its best. After some 
time, your furniture will start looking 
aged. However if cared for the 
right way they can remain looking 
fresh for years to come. Do check 
with the manufacturer for the best 
way to care for your furniture. 

Rosie garden mirror by Decorative 
Mirrors , £195; wicker cloche and tray 
set by Ella James , £22: rattan table 
top heater by Out There Exteriors , 
£500 
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The Best : urniture Brands 
And The Best Customer Service 



All our ranges carry 
extensive guarantees. 



Knowledgeable 
& friendly staff. 

Gold Standard 
Delivery Service 
including full 
positioning and 
removal of packaging. 

Family business 
established in Banbury 
for over 25 years 


Opening Flours 

Monday - Saturday 9.00am - 5.15pm 
Sunday 1 0.00am - 4.00pm 

Bennetts Family Furnishings Ltd 
Warwick Road, Banbury OX16 2AB 

01295 253220 | www.bennettsfurniture.co.uk 
















GARDENS & COUNTRY 


our country 


Gardens 


J une is a lovely time of the year 
in the garden; everything is 
lush and green or just about to 
burst Into bloom. The days are 
also longer, offering more time for 
getting in the garden. You will need 
that time just to keep up with all 
the jobs that need doing. The lawn 
will now become a weekly chore. I 
never have been a fan of mowing 
but I do like the effect of a nice 
green lawn. It really does set the 
garden off. 

If you have not done so yet then 
there is still some time to get 
your tender perennials planted 
out. These are great for filling in 
gaps or just adding colour to your 
borders. I like to keep a few tender 
perennials growing rn pots ready 
to plant into the border when a 
gap appears. It is time to consider 
watering your borders dependent 
on the weather, especially if you 
have lots of newly planted out 
plants starting to fake root. 

Remember it is always best to water 
first thing in the morning or late at 
night so the plants have a chance 
of faking up the water 
before it evaporates. 

Keep up with the 
dead heading. 

The more you , § 

dead head the r* 

more new flower 
heads grow. 

Just as the 
garden is 
bursting into 


with david williams 

flower for this year we need to 
think about next year. June is 
the time to start sowing biennials 
and perennials for next year. Wall 
flowers need to be sown direct 
in the soil - a line sown in the 
vegetable garden is Ideal. You 
will need to space them out very 
thinly as they grow into very bushy 
plants that will be ready to plant 
out in your borders in October. 

Sow your perennials In pots using 
gritty compost and place in a cold 
frame. 

Along with all the hard work, do 
find some time to sit and enjoy your 
garden, especially on a nice sunny 
day. But if you are sick of the sight 
of your garden and are looking 
for some new inspiration then go 
and visit someone else r s. There 
are so many great private gardens 
that open to the public each year 
check out www.ngs.org.uk which Is 
the national garden scheme they 
raise over 2 million pounds every 
year for charity. Another good 
website to find a garden to visit 
is www.opengardens.co.uk these 
gardens fend to open for local 
charities and causes, both are 
worth a look. 
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GARDEN IT 
BOOK OF / YY* ' 

THE MONTH K £ J5 { 

by Brent EHiott 

This is a great new book 
published by Carlton Books. 

I must admit I never used to 
like roses having spent years 
being ripped to shreds every 
winter trying to tame an unruly 
rambler. But I have grown 
to like them over the years. 

A good rose in full bloom is 
hard to beat and the scent 
given off on a warm summer's 
day is fantastic. This book 
talks about the history of the 
rose, through 40 of the most 
popular species and hybrids 
arranged chronologically in 
order of when they arrived 
into European gardens. This 
book is beautifully Illustrated 
by magnificent paintings 
throughout. These are part of 
the RHS Lindley library, which is 
the world s largest gardening 
library. The added bonus of 
this book is It comes with 40 
prints of the roses described in 
the book for you to frame and 
hang on your own wall. 

Available from all good book 
shops ISBN 9780233004563 


connect with David: 
www.fhepottingshed.co.uk 
twifter.com/pottingshedl 
thepotting-shed-uk.biogspot.co.uk 
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I n the early summer it's hard to 
ignore oilseed rape. Do you love 
it or hate it? Indifference doesn't 
seem to be an option. Is that sea 
of vivid yellow that stretches to the 
far horizon a cheerful harbinger 
of summer, or a garish assault on 
the eye that spoils the tranquil 
pastoral landscape? Is the plant’s 
distinctive aroma a heady perfume 
or a cloying stink that you’re glad 
to get away from? 

Until the 1970s the sight of extensive 
yellow crop fields was relatively 
uncommon, and what you did see 
was likely to be mustard, related 
but different. Mustard was, and still 
Is, grown for the table. It was also 
used, as is rape, as a cover crop to 
plough in as green manure. 

What Is rape then, and why do we 
now see it grown everywhere? 

Rape is a member of the cabbage 
family that produces hundreds of 
three to four inch long narrow pods 
on each plant. The seeds when ripe 
look like black mustard seeds and 
they're high in oil and protein; an 
ideal combination if the extracted 
oil is valuable and the residual 
meal is suitable for animal feed. 

Rape has been cultivated In Europe 
since the 13th century, and its oil 
used for cooking, but only sparingly 
- and for good reason. There was 
a serious and potentially lethal 
problem with it. 

It contained two unpleasant 
chemicals that seriously limited 
its use for human and animal 
consumption. A compound called 
glucosinolafe gave it a 
bitter taste that made 
It unpalatable, and 
more worryingly. It also 
contained a substance, 
erucic acid, which could 
cause damage to the 
heart. This presented 
a dilemma. Here was 
a crop that could 
produce vast quantities 
of oil, with a protein* 
rich byproduct, but that 
had major drawbacks. 
Historically; rapeseed oil 
was valued as a lubricant 
for machinery. It still is 
but the demand from that 
quarter would be satisfied 
by a small acreage under 
cultivation. 
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What happened to change things? 
Oilseed rape had the potential to 
satisfy an increasing demand for 
polyunsaturated cooking oil and a 
need for palatable animal feed. It 
was a resource not to be ignored - 
so what was the answer? 

The toxic chemicals had to be 
bred out. Research over the last 
150 years, primarily in Canada, 
finally resulted in a strain of rape 
that's low in toxic chemicals. 
Glucosinolate and emcic acid 
weren’t obliterated completely, 
but the scientists were satisfied 
that the levels of both were low 
enough to be safe. Once this had 
been achieved, oilseed rape was a 
crop that was easy to grow, gave 
good yields of palatable culinary 
grade oil, and had a high protein 
byproduct that could be used as 
animal feed. 

When the UK joined the EEC in 1973, 
lucrative subsidies were available 
to farmers for growing oilseed rape 
and the acreage of its cultivation 
grew at a colossal rate. Vast fields 
of yellow blanketed the countryside 
and became the norm. 

Is oilseed rape the miracle plant it's 
sometimes hailed as? It certainly 
has a variety of uses that start from 
the moment it comes into flower, it 
produces great quantities of nectar 
that honey bees love. Some say 
they get high on it; that it's their 
equivalent of crack cocaine, even 
that It transforms normally placid 
insects into aggressive individuals, 
but it may just be that the prospect 
of such a gargantuan feast makes 
them hyper. Their fondness for rape 
nectar can work to the advantage 
of both farmers and beekeepers 
and sometimes growers contract 
with local honey producers for 
pollination of the crop. There is a 
drawback. The honey made from 
rape nectar crystallises very readily 
and will set in the comb if not 
extracted quickly. 

The rape plant has also for many 
years been the source of an 
insecticide. Rapeseed oil is used 
to spray insect pests. The plant's 
detractors point to this fact as a 
clear indication that the oil must 
be toxic. If it is, this isn't why. The 
oil - and any vegetable oil will 
do the same - suftocafes insects 
by clogging up their breathing 
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far left and inset: oilseed rope in 
b/oom and cotd pressed rapeseed oil 

above and righf: rope flower 
and rapeseed s 

apparatus. It doesn’t rely on any 
specific chemicals. The principle is 
similar to when you spray your roses 
with dilute washing up liquid to kill 
aphids. 

There's been much recent 
discussion about biofuels, and 
oilseed rape is the main suggested 
potential source. How practical is 
this idea? The amount of setaslde 
land in the UK is roughly equivalent 
to 650,000 international rugby 
pitches. If all of this land were put 
down to rape cultivation how 
helpful would that be? 

The recent fluctuations in fuel 
prices make it more difficult to 
assess, but if all seta side land were 
used to grow rape, and assuming 
optimal yields, which is a very big 
assumption, how much biofuel 
could we expect? Probably about 
4% of the UK’s annual diesel 
requirement is the answer. You also 
need to take into account the 
potential problems associated with 
monoculture - growing one crop 
on the same land, year on year. So 
is rapeseed biofuel a worthwhile 
prospect either environmentally or 
economically? At present the jury’s 
out. 


Then there's culinary rapeseed oil. 
One of the wonder foods of the 21st 
century? Top chefs rave about it, 
nutritionists extol its health benefits, 
and there’s hardly a county in 
the UK that hasn’t got producers 
marketing their own version, and 
the Four Shires are no exception. 
We've all been consuming 
rapeseed oil for decades - perhaps 
unwittingly - in the guise of the 
ubiquitous “vegetable oil’', source 
unspecified. It’s long been, and 
still is, o constituent of margarines 
and spreads, even those labelled 
“olive' 1 , and it’s usually what’s 
included in “'spreadable” butter. For 
decades mayonnaise and baked 
goods have contained rapeseed oil 
so what’s suddenly so special about 
it now? 

Previously the oil was all extracted 
on an industrial scale by chemical 
means or heat treatment. This 
resulted in an unappetising product 
that was best hidden in made 
up foods. Concerns began to be 
raised about potential toxicity. 
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Black gold... 



which resulted in a move towards 
cold pressing, and now all over 
the country artisan producers 
are supplying virgin rapeseed oil. 
Made this way it is of course much 
more expensive, but get a few big 
names on board and that ceases 
to matter. 

Nutritionally rapeseed oil is lower in 
saturated fats than other vegetable 
oils, including olive, and higher in 
the beneficial omega 3 and omega 
6 fatty acids, so is potentially heart 
healthy - assuming that the levels 
of eructc acid in oil extracted by 
this method are low enough not to 
be problematic. 

Just as it's difficult to be indifferent 
to the golden horizons and 
pungent aroma that great 
expanses of oilseed rape bestow 
on the countryside, there are 
for and against camps when it 
comes to the oil It depends which 
research you consult or which 
newspaper you read as to whether 
it's considered healthy, delicious, 
and you'll never need to eat olive 
oil again or, it's toxic, tastes of 
greasy cabbage and its only useful 
place is lubricating a chainsaw. 


Most of the vast acreage of 
oilseed rape grown worldwide is 
genetically modified, which is a 
concern to some, but the farm 
producers of virgin oil are generally 
at pains to point out that their 
crops are not. 

So is the future yellow? Maybe, but 
it appears that although the bubble 
may not have burst, it’s shrunk a 
little. As of March this year the area 
recently put down to oilseed rape is 
the lowest since 2009, according to 
Farmers' Weekly. Now, after years 
of apparently unstoppable success, 
pests and diseases are beginning 
to kick in, as a cynic might think 
inevitable. Profitability is being 
squeezed. In the Eastern Counties 
a crop that was once thought of 
as “black gold' 1 has now been 
downgraded to “problem child' 1 . 



The first alterations made to the 
rapeseed plant were to breed out 
the bitter-tasting giucosinolate 
and the toxic erucic acid to make 
the seed products palatable and 
edible. It has been tinkered with 
to make it mature faster, then 
genetically modified so it doesn't 
succumb to herbicides 
applied to kill weeds, and 
now the race is on to develop 
disease resistant varieties, 
because there are several 
fungal organisms that live 
in the soil that con ruin the 
crop. Spraying with fungicide 
increases the cost of 
production. 

Bees aren’t the only insects 
that like rape. The cabbage 
stem flea beetle is partial to 
it too, but unfortunately it’s 
not the nectar it’s after. The rather 
handsome iridescent black or 
bronze adults feed on the leaves, 
whilst the grubs burrow into the 
main stem of the plant. Pesticides 
that kill beetles are harmful to bees 
too. 

It’ll be interesting to monitor what 
happens to rape cultivation over 
the next few years. Almost certainly 
it will remain a staple crop, but 
probably not the potential wonder 
source of fuel, culinary oil, animal 
feed, insecticide and lubricating oil 
that it once seemed set to be. 

Love it or hate it, the likelihood is 
that oilseed rape will continue to 
be black gold and problem child 
both at the same time. 

a footpath through o fie/d of rape 
(fopj and oilseed rape pods f/'nsefj 
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Win Tickets to 

BBC CoUNTRYFILE LlVE 



New for 2016! Between the 4th - 7th 
August, BBC COUNTRYFILE LIVE, will 
be staged within the spectacular 
grounds of Oxfordshire’s iconic 
World Heritage site Blenheim 
Palace, celebrating the best of our 
British countryside. 

Explore every aspect of the British 
countryside over four extraordinary 
days featuring: the Countryfiie 
presenters, Adam's Farm, live 
arena shows, rare breed and other 
animal displays, the latest farming 
machinery, outdoor fun for kids. 


hundreds of food and crafts stalls 
to shop, the best of British food and 
drink plus much more. 

It all adds up to a fun, inspiring 
and informative day out in the 
countryside the whole family can 
enjoy - including the dog! 

To be in with a chance of winning 
a pair of tickets to BBC Countryfiie 
Live, answer this question correctly: 


What is a group of pheasants 
ca//ed? 

A: A bouquet 
B: A peep 
C: A drove 

Email Cathy at Four Shires with your 
answer , full name , email address , 
contact number and which date 
you would like to attend to cathy @ 
foursh/res.co*uk 


Terms and conditions: Entrants must be 1B or over. Winners will be selected at fandom from oil 
correct entries. Competition closes 20th June 2016 winner receives a oar of standard tickets to BBC 
Countryfiie Live at Blenheim Palace in Oxfordshire on either 4th. 5th. 6th r or 7th August. Full details on 
the evenl and the venue can be found at www.countryfilelfve.comi. The prize is far your entry ticket 
only and does not include any additional extras on site or travel to and from the venue. The venue 
is open from 9.B0om til 6pm and tickets ore to be collected from the box office on the day of your 
visit. Tickets sub[ect to availability and once confirmed, cannot be resold or transferred to another 
date. Competition is run by www.booments.com on behalf of SME London. 


COUNTRYFILE 

Blenheim Palace fl |%#C? 

4• 7Aug2016 - . UVC 
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Counfryfite Live is produced by SME London Ltd under licence from BSC Wartdmde CQUKTRYFILE and COUNTRYFILE l I'JE lword marks and logos/, are trade marks of the 

British Broadcasting Corporarion and are used under Ifcence. BBC rogo ©BBC r99*. COUNTRYFILE LIVE Jogo ©BBC 20] 5. 
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Hay, hoe, let’s go! 

Countryfile presenters 
launch first ever BBC Countryfile Live 
at Blenheim Palace 


SBC Counfryfi/e presenters posed in a 
sixteen foot "haystack" at Blenheim 
Palace to promote BSC CoLfjifryfrte 
LjVe. Pictured above ore presenters 
Tom Heap and Elite Harrison 

74 A St-URLi JUNE 2016 


P resenters from the BBC's 

Countryfile climbed into a 16 
foot “haystack 11 at Blenheim 
Palace, to launch the first ever 
Countryfile Live which is set to 
bring the best of the Great British 
countryside to the stunning stately 
home and grounds from 4th-7th 
August 2016. 

Matt Baker, John Craven, Adam 
Henson, Anita Rani, Ellie Harrison 
and Tom Heap were all out in force 
to launch Countryfile Live which 
is set to be one of the country’s 
biggest outdoor events. 

2016 has seen Countryfile reach its 
highest ever ratings of 8.7 million 
viewers, making it the most popular 
programme on British television 
and affirming the British public's 
appetite for all things rural. 

Countryfile Live will be a truly 
unique event in the picturesque 
grounds of Blenheim Palace, 
combining the tradition of the UK's 


best county fairs with stars from 
the show across four extraordinary 
days, perfect for all the family (and 
our four legged friends!) 

The event is sponsored by investment 
management firm Quitter Cheviot 
and is being staged in association 
with the National Trust. 

Matt Baker, "We're opening 
up Countryfile to the general 
public and allowing a hands-on 
experience for all those who watch 
and love the programme , We hope 
people will come along and have 
fun with a/I the family. It’s a full- 
on live experience with a bif of a 
festival vibe" 

John Craven, Jf !Ve been involved 
in the show for a quarter of a 
century, and we’ve never done 
anything like this before! You can 
meet the presenters , see hundreds 
of stalls , and have a go at lots of 
things. It’ll be a country show //Ice 
no other 1 ' 
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Adam Henson, "CounfryfiJe Live is for 
everyone . So /f you're used to going 
to country and agricultural shows , 
you’ll get all the things you'd expect 
from those, pius a few extras. And 
if you're not from the country and 
you've never heid a chick or a iamb , 
now's yourchancei 11 

Anita Rani, "You’ll see everything 
from agricultural machinery to 
environmental areas , to food, arts 
and outdoor pursuits. Anything that 
is to do with the country will toe 
celebrated in the glorious shadow 
of beautiful Blenheim Palace 3 ' 

Ellie Harrison, "We wanted to 
create something that compliments 
the programme so we will represent 
all sorts of sides of country life, but 
with a modern festival twist. We’ve 
cherry picked some great subjects 
that we think people will find 
entertaining and informative’' 

Tom Heap, 13 We want to create a 
physical incarnation of the show 
and something where people can 
feel, smelt touch and taste the 
range of things that the country 
has to offer. We hope everyone will 
enjoy Country file Live" 

The heart of Countryfile Live will be 
a spectacular live show in the 4,000 
capacity Countryfile Live Main 
Arena. Throughout the day, each 
show will be a celebration of the 
very best that rural Britain has to 
offer, focusing on Britain’s love of 
farming. 

There will be further fun for all the 
family with a huge variety of other 
activities ncluding: 


• In the Bam, meet the Countryfile 
presenters in a 300 capacity venue 
with a quiz and G&A sessions 

• Adam's Farm, Britain's most 
famous farm, as seen by millions 
on BBC’s Countryfile. Countryfile 
presenter Adam Henson is bringing 
his farm to Blenheim Palace giving 
the public the chance to meet 
some rare breeds, farm livestock 
and much loved animals they have 
seen on screen 

• The National Trust theatre, which 
will play host to an inspiring and 
thought-provoking programme 

of debates, talks and panels, ail 
focused on countryside issues 

• The Village Green, complete 
with bandstand and traditional 
maypole - the perfect setting for 
live, family entertainment such as, 
Tug-of-War, Morris dancing, Punch- 
and-Judy, village cricket, a vintage 
Funfair and the ever-popular 
village fete 

In addition to this, Countryfile 
Live will also play host to aver 500 
exhibitors. Visitors will be treated 
to a huge choice of shops on 
an unprecedented scale, from 
independent food and craft 
producers to major luxury brands, 
hundreds of the nation’s best 
craftsmen and women will be in- 
attendance, providing thousands 
of options for the public to find the 
perfect take home item. 

With on-site camping available, 
Countryfile lovers can even make 
a weekend out of what will be one 
of the biggest, and most exciting. 
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outdoor events this year, an 
experience that the whole family - 
and their dog - can enjoy. 

Pictured above in the sixteen foot 
"haystack" at Blenheim Palace ore, 
from fop, ore preservers John Craven , 
Anita Rani Adam Henson with hte 
sheepdog Peg , and Matf Boker 
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Countryfile Live takes place from 
4th-71h August 2016 at Blenheim 
Palace. Full show information and 
tickets are available now from 
www.countryfilelive.com 
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Summer styte 

Crafted by artisans at home and abroad, our bistro sets add 
class and style to the garden. When combined with our 
‘Splash of Colour’ range, the results are stunning. 


To shop the full Rosara range please visit our website: 

www. rosara. co. uk 




The ^ROSARA Story 

At Rosara we have worked hard to create a collection to help 

complete your perfect garden look. 

Our inspiration comes from a love of gardens and gardening... in tune 
with nature, driven by the aesthetic. Our products are creative yet 
sophisticated. Good Design is at the heart of our brand. 

We source sustainably from around the world — our products are 
handmade in beautiful places including Rajasthan, Florence and Jaipur 
as well as by specialist British craftsmen and women. We are proud to 
share our business with smaller producers and support local and 

community ateliers. 

Banish boxey rattan - shop a collection that invites you “out to play”! 

www. rosara. co.uk 
















Sir Ian McKellen 

to open Blenheim Palace Flower Show 


Blenheim Pol ace Flower 
Show bursts into bloom 
again from June 17th- 
19th and this year award¬ 
winning actor Sir Ian 
McKellen will be there 
on the Friday to officially 
open the event. 

Sir lan r one of the UK’s 
most respected actors 
and star of The lord of 
fhe Rings and The Hobbft 
tri/ogies, says he is looking 
forward to visiting the 
show which is staged in 



the stunning grounds of 
the magnificent country 
house “ home to the 12th 
Duke of Marlborough. 

Sir fan, who has gained 
over 60 awards for acting 
and who was awarded 
the Companion of Honour 
by the Queen in 2007 for 
'services to drama and 
equality 1 , says: "f am 
reai/y looking forward 
fo visiting Blenheim 
Palace on Friday 17th 
June, it is 300 years since 
fhe birth of Capability 
Brown> It will be 
intriguing to see how he 
transformed the Palace's 
pork/and and how ft looks 
today* * 

A record number of floral 
and garden exhibitors 
are taking part this year 
which marks the fourth 
edition of the Blenheim 
Palace Flower Show at 
the World Heritage Site in 
Woodstock, Oxfordshire, 
which was the birthplace 
of Sir Winston Churchill. 


One of the highlights on 
the second day is an 
appearance by builder 
and gardener Tommy 
Walsh, best known for his 
role in the BBC's Ground 
Force series, who will be 
dishing out advice in 
spades in a series of talks. 

At the heart of the show 
will be a 20,000 square 
foot Grand Floral Pavilion 
featuring more than 30 
fioral displays. There will 
also be a selection of 
inspiring Show Gardens 



designed by some of 
the UK’s leading garden 
designers including a 
garden for the Blackbird 
Trust created by students. 

For tickets and 
information visit: www. 
blenheimfiowershow.co.uk 
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A first class flower show at a world class location” 



BLENHEIM PALACE 

FLOWER SHOW 



Opening the show: 

Sir Ian McKellen 


TICKETS 
INCLUDE 
ENTRY 

INTO BLENHEIM 
PARKS a 
GARDENS 


Floral Art Competitions * Specialist Plant Stands 


Grand Floral Pavilion 


Specialist Outdoor Furniture 


Scrumptious Food A Drink * Contemporary Garden Buddings 


• Show Gardens 

• Cratl A Gift Pavilions 


• Excellent Shopping Opportunities 

• Over 250 Exhibitors 
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For more information or to book tickets 

www.blenheimflowershow.co. 


please visit 


co.uk 

















Beautiful open gardens for 
you to visit during June 

BROUGHTON GRANGE 

Wykham Lane , Broughton, Banbury 
0X15 5DS, 12th June, I0am*5pm 
(above rrghtj 

An impressive, 25 acres of gardens 
and light woodland in an attractive 
Oxfordshire setting. The centrepiece 
is a large terraced walled garden 
created by Tom Stuart-Smith in 2001. 
Vision has been used to blend the 
gardens into the countryside. Good 
early displays of bulbs followed 
by outstanding herbaceous 
planting In the summer. Forma! and 
informal areas combine to make 
this a special site including a newly 
laid arboretum with many ongoing 
projects. 



MIDDLETON CHENEY GARDENS 

Middleton Cheney , Banbury 0X17 
2ST, June, 1 -6pm 

A large village, with CI3 church 
with renowned William Morris 
stained glass. Nine open gardens, 
many incorporate cottage garden 
style planting, but with very 
different effects. You will see a 
densely planted front and back 
garden which creates a sense of a 
private haven, and another where 
the owners have made many 


small areas of interest that is still a 
harmonious whole. One garden has 
a pergola to hide away under, and 
another has a summerhouse with 
statuary and objects not evident at 
first sight. One of the larger gardens 
has fine examples of mature trees 
and shrubs; another has a feel of 
mystery with hidden corners and an 
extensive water feature weaving its 
way throughout the garden. A new 
large garden is a work in progress 
to retrieve a long lost garden of 
Middleton. 




Prepare for 


Summer 



Htrtlurlong Nurseries 

www.farnboroughgardencentre.co.uk 



The Garden 


Garden Centre 


on A423 SOUTHAM ROAD 
nr FARNBOROUGH, BANBURY 0Xt71EL 

TELEPHONE: 01295 690479 


Teddy fans 
should love 
our bear 
shop 


Open six days a week 
Tues-Sat: 9am-5.30pm 
Sundays: 10.30am-4.30pn 


A WORLD OF 


rm 
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WHERE THINGS FOR YOUR GARDEN WONT COST THE EARTH 
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WARM!NGTON VILLAGE GARDENS 

Banbury 0X17 ?BU, 19th June, 

2*5.30pm (above) 

Warmington, at the edge of the 
Cotswolds is an exceptionally 
attractive village with its C17 
Hornton stone houses set around 
the village green. In front of 
the pond is The Manor House 
with its Elizabethan knot garden 
and topiary. Numbers 1 and 2 
The Wheelwrights are adjacent 
courtyard gardens with very 
different and attractive characters. 
Springfield House with its gravel 
garden is terraced and informal. 

A garden of many parts is to be 
found at Old Rectory Farmhouse, 
including a slate and heather 
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garden and a wooded area. 

Manor Cottage is conspicuous on 
The Green for its beautiful lavender 
border. Westering and Woodcote 
have colourful herbaceous beds 
with many unusual plants. Do visit St 
Michael's Church which houses the 
Millennium Tapestry. 




TYSOE GARDENS 

M/ddfe and Upper Tysoe, Warwick 
CV35 05E, 4th*5th June, 2 *6pm 
(above) 


MILL HOLLOW BARN 

Sfockwe// Lane, Sulgrave , Banbury 
OX/7 2RS, 19th June, 2«6pm 
(above) 

Seven acre garden with different 
levels and aspects with a wide 
range of plants. Water gardens, 
shrubberies, herbaceous borders 
and gravel garden. 10 year old 
arboretum with rare and interesting 
trees. Lakes, streams and bridges, 
and abundant wildlife. 


In this ancient Hornton stone 
village with Cl 1 church, the ten 
gardens include an organic walled 
garden with a living shed roof, a 
courtyard garden, two cottage 
gardens, some surprising plants, 
unusual variegated leaf plants, 
the Old Policeman's garden and 
the Old Butcher's garden. Walk up 
the nearby hill to Tysoe Windmill 
and gaze down at the Elizabethan 
manor house, Compton Wynyates, 
below. 
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THE WATERMILL 

StocicweH Lane, Su/grave OXI7 2RS, 
19th June, 2pm*6pm (above) 

Contemporary garden set around 
a Cl 6 watermill and mil! pond* 
Extensive mixed planting in borders 
and gravel with winding stream. 

In adjoining fields, new woodland, 
pathways and wild flower meadow 
around ponds. Designed by James 
Alexander Sinclair. 



WHICHFORD & ASCOTT GARDENS 

WftrcMord & A scoff, Shipston-on- 
Stour CV36 5PP , 19th June , 2pm* 
5.30pm (above) 

These two villages are in an area 
of outstanding natural beauty 
within a dramatic landscape of 
hills, pasture and woodland. Fine 
lawns and mature shrub planting 
provide a peaceful visit to a 
series of beautiful gardens. Many 
incorporate the inventive use of 
natural springs, forming ponds, 
pools and other water features. 
There is also a Cl2 church, the 
internationally renowned pottery, 
and meals available. Free car 
parking opposite the church. 


WEEDON LOIS AND 
WESTON GARDENS 

Weedon Lois , Towcesfer 
NN12 SPJ, 12th June, 2pm- 
5*3Qpm fbetowj 

Two adjacent villages with 
a handsome Medieval 
church En Weedon Lots. 
The churchyard contains 
the graves of the poets 
Dame Edith Sitwell and 
her brother Sir Sacheveral 
Sitwell who lived in Weston Hall. 
There are five gardens in Weedon 
Lois including an award-winning 
garden. In Weston there are two 
charming cottage gardens and 
teas provided in the local church. 




FN PILE & SONS 

AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL ENGINEERS. SALES AND SERVICE 
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Nm/ngfon CV36 41 A, 25th - 26th 
June , 2pm-6pm (below) 


UGHTHORNE GARDENS 

Ughfhome, Warwick CV35 OAR, 26th 
June , 2pm*5.3Qpm (above) 

Lighthome is a compact, pretty 
village between the Fosse Way and 
the B4100, with a charming church 
(open), pub and village hall. The 
seven gardens opening are within 
easy reach on foot. At The Old 
Rectory the garden is sheltered by 
old stone walls clothed with roses 
and dominated by two magnificent 
copper beeches. Some gardens 
are very small particularly the tiny 
one beside the village green 12ft 
x 6ft, but all are interesting and 
different. 


bridge over the River Stour and 
interesting church with Cl3 tower 
and late Cl 7 nave after Wren. Eight 
super gardens. 2 acre plantsman's 
garden consisting of rooms planted 
informally with year-round interest 
in contrasting foliage, texture, lily 
pool and parterre. Extensive lawns 
and fine mature trees with river and 
garden monuments. Small garden 
that is well stocked with interesting 
established shrubs and container 
plants, and a structured cottage 
garden formally laid out with box 
hedging and small fountain. Small 
developing garden created by the 
owners with informal mixed beds 
and borders. 


Buy your ticket at llmington Manor 
(next to the Red Lion), then walk 
to the upper green behind the 
village hall to tiny Grump Cottages, 
on to Crab Mill’s hillside gardens, 
then up to Ravenscroft’s large 
sculpture filled sloping vistas. In Frog 
Lane, view cottage gardens at 
Park Farm House, Cherry Orchard, 
Frog Orchard and Ruddocks. Cross 
the village to The Dower House, 
overlooking the Manor ponds and 
the Norman church. 






ILMINGTON GARDENS 



PRESTON 
CAPES AND 
LITTLE PRESTON 
GARDENS 

L/tf/e Preston, 

Daventry NN11 
3TF , 5th June, 12* 

5pm fright) 

Beautiful unspoilt 
ironstone 
villages, most 
with a backdrop 
of fantastic views of the 
surrounding countryside. 
Gardens range from small 
contemporary, through to 
classical country style with 
old fashioned roses and 
borders, to large gardens 
with woodland walks and 
ponds. Norman church and 
wonderful views. 

HONINGTON VILLAGE 
GARDENS 

Shfpsfon-on*5four CV36 5AA f 
?9fh June, 2pm~6pm fright) 

Cl7 village, recorded in 
Domesday, entered by old 
toll gate. Ornamental stone 




John Deere X 115 R 

Petrol ride-on lawn tractor 


Rear discharge deck 
Working width: 92cm / 36" 
Cutting height: 25 - 90mm 
Forward speed. Up to 8.9km/h 
300L Collector System 

2 Year Warranty 



Includes VAT 



BfiP £284? 




FARDL 

K LIMITED J 

A FcMtvlI+i [J-l t&LwiAib' I- : 7 7 


Byfield Shop Open 

Mon - Fri. Bam - 5pm 
SaL: Bam -12.30pm 


Boddlngton Rd, Byfield, 
N'hamplonshire. NN11 6FL 
Tel: 01327 264844 


facebook.com/FaroiLtd w twitter.com/FarolLtd 
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GARDENS & COUNTRY 



SPRING SALE NOW ON 

Open daily 1 Qarrv5pm 

Over 25 years 1 experience ^ huge range of garden 
houses % high quality sheds ^ competitve prices 

Norton Leisure Buildings Display Centre 
Banbury Road, Chipping Norton 0X7 5SY 

01608 643784 



fear and trepidation at the possibility of 
upsetting the weather gods, at last, spring has 
sprung during the first few days of May. 

The last of the lambing flocks have gone out into some 
warm sunshine, which was a great relief as we were 
“scraping 15 the last of our hay stocks. 

What we need now is a warm, damp spell to bring 
the grass on. We managed to get the spring barley 
and the new environmental strips planted before 
the cuckoo arrived, albeit in rather difficult ground 
conditions as the very wet r late, winter conditions 
made for some very wet, cold, soil but needs must as it 
won't grow sat in its bags in the barn! 

After all the troubles and tribulations of a very mild, wet 
pre-Christmas followed by a wet, cold, new year and 
late spring which prompted a 50% over winter loss of 
hives due to badger attacks, the bee keeping season 
is well under way with plenty of oil seed rape for them 
to go at. Once the bees have made the most of the 
rape and bean crops and we have extracted some 
honey all the strongest hives will be “nuked 11 to make 
up for the losses. It's back into the workshop to make 
the new "badger proof" hive stands and another 15 
brood boxes to replace the ones that old stripy face 
damaged but did not get info. The down side is that 
the bees in the hives that survived the attacks are still 
on the offensive and very aggressive - but with any 
luck and some careful handling they will settle down. 

All of the farmyard swallows have returned along with 
a small group of whimbrel, (best described as a small 


BRUCE HOPKINS LTD 


www.barnfarmplants.co.uk 
01295 758080 Open seven days a week 
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Countryman 


beware of badgers , Dozy Dave 
and the ‘blond buffoon \ advises 
George Fenemore 


curlew). It is not a rare 
bird, but an unusual one 
for this neck: of the woods 
as it is a coastal bird that 
breeds in the far north of 
Scotland and the Arctic. 
Another visitor to Home 
Farm, heard but not seen, 
by our RSPB survey officer 
was quail so It seems as 
if we have got off to a 
good start with two more 
additions to our bird list. 

Now that the ewes are 
all back out at grass the 
next job with them will 
be getting them ready 
for shearing as they will 
all need to be “crutched 
out' 1 . Their long winter 
coats and fresh grass 
means they can get very 
dirty and "fly struck 1 '. 
Another problem at this 
time of the year is that 
ewes can get “cast 11 . This 
is when they roll on their 
backs and can’t get up 
- if not stood up they will 
quickly die. 

It Is many years since I 
last clipped a sheep, 
but as a 20 year old \ 
would travel around the 
area contract shearing 
for other farmers. It was 
hard work but the extra 
cash was very handy, 
especially when we were 
first married, as my wife 
would come with me and 
"wind 1 ' the fleeces and 
keep the teapot brewing. 

I still have the Lister 1 !4 hp 
single cylinder shearing 
set which we towed 
behind an Austin A55 
pickup! That was 50 years 
ago now. During one very 
wet "catchy season’ 1 I 
was working whenever 
the weather would allow 
and l arrived at one farm 
on a Sunday morning 
to shear 80 ewes. I was 
on with the job when 
the owner appeared all 
dressed up In his white 
coat and panama hat to 
say he was off to umpire 
a local cricket match. 

So I was on my own, as 
he turned to leave he 


said that he could not 
understand why I was 
working so hard or why I 
wanted to farm, because 
by the time I fell off my 
perch we would be 
bound up by regulations 
and become paid park 
keepers, looking after 
the countryside for the 
pleasure of our urban 
masters. After he had 
gone to his cricket match 
I dismissed his comments 
and called him a silly old 
fool, but was he really? 

That was 50 years ago 
when we had a Minister 
of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Food who had a seat 
in the cabinet. This was 
before we had joined 
the EEC. Today we have 
DEFRA (Department for 
Environment Food & 

Rural Affairs) headed by 
a junior minister and a 
secretary of state with no 
voice in the cabinet and 
little idea of which end of 
the cow the milk comes 
from. \ well remember 
all the politicking 
that surrounded the 
referendum when 
we voted to join the 
"Common Market 11 , a 
very different beast from 
what we have today. 

In a few weeks' time 
we shall once again 
be voting on our future 
relations with the EEC, 
but this time around, the 
"politicking’ 1 has more to 
do with the personal 
political ambitions 
of the "big hitters’ 1 
from the opposing A 
camps than to A 

do with 
what 




is best. 

You can be 

sure that the wellbeing 
of the only British 
manufacturing industry 
that we have left. 


Agriculture, will be a 
long way down the list of 
priorities in the event of 
an ‘out 1 vote. 

Dozy Dave kicked this 
hare up and the l bfond 
buffoon 8 laid the hounds 
on. Either way it will 
take a long time for the 
political dust to settle, by 
which time most, if not all 
of the protagonists from 
both camps will have 
moved on, leaving the 
great British voters holding 
the baby - ho hum, so 
what's new? After the 
vote that took us into 
the common market my 


Mother commented that 
over the centuries various 
European nations had 
tried to conquer Great 
Britain and now they had 
done it without a war! 

This time around it seems 
as if some of our own 
politicians are hell bent 
on a divorce settlement 
that would leave us on 
the “back foot” holding 
the begging bowl. 

Ho hum, I am off to see 
what the bees are up too, 
at least you know where 
you stand with them: ‘all 
for one and one for the 
good of all’. A 
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DIARY DATE: 

Friday 1 st July: The social 
event of the season! Join 
the SH Jones Wines" team 
for our Annual Summer 
Tasting accompanied by a 
resplendent BBQ at The Cellar 
Shop, Tramway Road, Banbury 
0X16 5TU 


Want fo stock up on some easy 
drinking wines fo enjoy on /ong 
June evenmgs, sunny days, summer 
dinners outside - or white bravely 
barbecuing under umbrellas? 

Whether we see the sun or nof, 
here’s a brfitiant party rose and 
a highly drinkable red to set a 
summer mood, whatever the 
weather, both at bargain prices. 

PASQU1ERS GRENACHE 
Cl NS AULT ROSE 2014 

A steal at this price, 
this classic French rose 
from the Languedoc 
is a delicious fresh 
and fruity blend of 
70% Grenache and 
30% Cinsault. Luscious 
and textured, it's a 
great food wine. Pale 
salmon pink with hints 
of summer meadow 
flowers, it has abundant 
rich berry flavours of the 
Grenache and tangy 
Cinsault and is dry but with an 
appealing roundness, and a fresh 
finish. 

A definite crowd pieaser, pair with 
summer bbqs, pasta dishes and 
grilled chicken. ABV: 12.5%. 


At SH Jones Wines £7.99. Six bottle 
case discount at £7.19 per bottle. 

PARLEZ-VOUS? MALBEC 2014 

This extremely well- 
priced velvety, easy 
to drink Malbec 
from the sunny 
south of France is 
a revelation! Made 
in a modern, fruity 
style, it could easily 
be mistaken for an 
Argentinian Malbec 
from Mendoza. A very 
attractive and fruit- 
forward wine with an 
expressive blackberry 
fruit and crunchy red 
berry character, it is 
highly approachable 
with mouth filling texture and 
balanced acidity. 

Soft and extremely likeable,, this 
outstanding value party red is 
a great match for strong hard 
cheeses and grilled meats 
perfect for dinner outside and 
entertaining. Enjoy now to 2017. 
ABV: 12.5%. 

At SH Jones Wines £6.99. Six bottle 
case discount at £6.29 per bottle. 





















Continuing the success of the Voujon 
restaurant in South Bar Banbury, the 'V 1 
Lounge @ the Jolly Weavers opened last 
month to great acclaim. 

The T Lounge is a high end style' lounge 
bar and bistro that serves superior food 
and drink in an elegant, relaxed style. 

Business Manager Ray Kelly commented: 

“We have always thought that there has 
been a gap in the market in Banbury for 
an extremely high quality restaurant. 

We will provide friendly service and 
make sure you as the customer get the 
meal you ask for ; served in the best 
possible manner 

Ray has worked alongside Anwar, Faruk 
and Koyas Hussain, the owners of Voujon, 
on many of their projects. The family 
owned and managed chain offers excellent 
Bengali inspired food to the people of 
Banbury as well as Cannock, Oakham, 
Stamford and StonnalL 

“There is quite a family feel here,’* 
commented Ray. *Not only do the 
Hussain brothers back the *V 1 Lounge, 
but a Banbury family, the Todd brothers, 
are also very involved. Dominic Todd is 
the head chef here and both Michael 
and Daniel have been instrumental in 
making the restaurant took as good as 
it does today.’* 

The wide range of varied food offered at 
the Y Lounge includes: steaks, burgers 
and sea food as well as tapas, nibbles' 
and ‘Sunday Best 1 (beef, chicken, lamb, 
fish or nut roast served with all the 
trimmings). The tapas (three dishes at 
£12, six at £22 and nine at £30) can 
have a European, African, Latino or Asian 
theme. There are desserts that include 
pistachio pudding, chocolate and caramel 
fudge cake and apple and pear crumble. 
There will be an extensive wine list and 
cocktails will also feature prominently at 
the Y Lounge. Coffee and tea wilt also be 
available. 

Relaxed elegance is the key concept at 
the Y Lounge... Ray and his team look 
forward to indulging you soon. 


v 

LOUNGE 



‘V’ Lounge 
@ the Jolly Weavers 

22 South Bar Street 

Banbury 0X16 9AF 

07739 379140 
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Bring out 


the 


Barbie! 


Time to put your barbecue hat on and have a party in the 
garden... But toss out those thin, fiat, shop-bought excuses 
for a burger and make your own thick, meaty, gourmet style 
version. You know, the sort of burger that costs around £20 
in a good American or TexMex restaurant. They are easy to 
make, healthier than a miserable frozen patty, and Impressive 
to serve up. Ask you favourite butcher to supply the right 
meat for your recipe, add some delicious sides, and rock your 
tastebuds, starting with these fantastic tangy burgers... 



WHAT TO DO: 

The method for making 
your own burgers is 
basically the same for all 
of the recipes. Combine 
all the ingredients in a 
bowl using your hands, 
but don't over*work it. 
You want the flavour of 
these burgers to pack a 
punch and combining 
your mixture too heavily 


will taint the taste of the 
meat rather than enhance 
it. Form your mixture into 
patties that are slighly 
larger than your bun, then 
make an Indentation in 
the middle to prevent 
the burgers from doming 
up. The indentation will 
fill in during the cooking 
process. Set aside to rest 
until you're ready to get 
the barbecue going. 


BRACKLEY 

BUTCHERS 


Delicious BBG meats 

LOCAL ABERDEEN ANGUS 21 DAY AGED STEAKS 
NEW SEASON PURSTON LAMB 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE SADDLEBACK PORK 



WITH A SELECTION FROM OUR DELI 
ALL BBQ ORDERS CATERED FOR 


Meet the team and view all our delicious produce at: 

22 Market Place, Brackley NN13 7 DP 

01280 702237 

www.brackJeybutchers.co.uk 
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THE LITTLE EXTRAS: 


CARAMELISED ONIONS 


Kit out your cupboard with 
a great range of sauces * 
mayonnaise, ketchup, 
sweet chilli, basic ally 
anything you and your 
family love. Fill the freezer 
with a variety of buns 
so that you're always 
prepared * burger buns 
for beef, tortilla wraps 
for lamb, ciabatfa for 
chicken. Recipes make 
four large burgers. 

They will all take 10 to 
20 minutes to cook, 
depending on how well 
done you like your meat. 

Now if s time to cook... 

SMOKY BARBECUE 
BEER BURGERS WITH 
CARAMELISED ONIONS 

For the burger mix: 

2Yz Ebs ground beef 
3 cloves garlic, minced 
2 tsp smoked paprika 
1 tsp ground cumin 

1 tbsp Worcestershire 
sauce 

2 tsp spicy steak 
seasoning 

6 fl oz dark beer 

Brush the burgers during 
cooking with your — 
favourite barbecue 
sauce. 

Serve with melted 
creamy cheese, the 
caramelised onions, 
lettuce, tomato, 
lashings of mayo and 
extra BBQ sauce. 


1 large red onion 
1 tbsp unsalted butter 
1 tsp brown sugar 


Put the butter and onion 
into a frying pan. Sprinkle 
with the sugar. Stir to 
combine. Fry gently until 
the onions start to brown 
(about six minutes). 

BARBECUE PORK BURGERS 
WITH COLESLAW 

For the burger mix: 

1 Yz lbs ground pork 
Half a cup tomato*based 
barbecue sauce 
1 teaspoon cayenne 



You can also use shoulder 
of pork that's been stow 
roasted * it will fall apart 
a bit but you won't worry 
because if s so delicious] 
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COLESLAW 

1 white cabbage, cored 
Half a cup of mayonnaise 

1 fbsp milk 

Vk fbsp white-wine 
vinegar 

2 carrots finely shredded 
1 fbsp chopped chives 

Simply mix it all together 
and let it stand at room 
temperature until you're 
ready to eat. 



serve beer , wine, 
champagne or 
cocktails - anything 
goes/ — 


t 




SPICED LAMB BURGERS 
WITH HERB ED YOGHURT 


Handful of fresh coriander, 
chopped 


SPICY BUFFALO CHICKEN 
BURGER 


is melted add the buffalo 
sauce. Whisk to combine. 



2 green chillies, chopped 

1 tsp ground cumin 

2 tsp garam masala 
Salt and pepper 

1 large egg 

3 tbsp white breadcrumbs 


once mixture Is almost 
boiling reduce to simmer 
until thickened. Allow the 
sauce to cool, then mix 
with the meat and form 
your patties. Cook and 
enjoy! 


For the burger mix: 

11b lamb mince 
1 small onion, quartered 
IVa” piece of grated ginger 
4 minced garlic cloves 


1 lb minced chicken 
Half a cup of buffalo 
sauce [try Frank's red hot 
sauce, but add carefully 
to your taste!) 

4 tbsp unsalfed butter 
3 tbsp honey 
Olive oil 

Lettuce, tomato and blue 
cheese to serve 


HERBED YOGHURT 


2Q0g Greek-style yoghurt 
30g fresh coriander 
15g fresh mint leaves 
1 green chillis, chopped 
freshly ground black 
pepper to taste 

Mix all the ingredients 
together and keep 
chilled. 


In a small sauce pan 
over medium heat, 
combine the butter and 
honey. Once the mixture 


THE BEST SALAD EVER 


Take a selection 
of mixed salad 
leaves of your 
choice, two 
chopped 
pears, a 
handful or 
two of walnut 
pieces and 
a big chunk 
of stilton, 
crumbled. 

r Put the 

leaves Into 
a bowl and 
throw all the 
other ingredients 
on top. Make 
a dressing with 
chilli oil and mango 
balsamic - utter heaven! 
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Have you been to the Wroxton 
House Hotel recently? 

We were lucky enough to stay the 
night at the hotel recently and 
enjoyed some well earned rest and 
recuperation. 

Dinner at the 1649 restaurant (the 
date has nothing to do with the 
English Civil War - the hotel was 
founded in 1649) was on absolute 
delight and I would urge you to 
make a visit soon. 



As with many 
things on ones 
doorstep, it is easy 
to overlook how 
good you have it. 

Londoners often 
claim that in all 
their years in the 
city they never 
visit the Tower 
of London or 
Buckingham Palace; I suspect the 
same might be true for those of us 
in the Four 6hires. We become a 

little too blase 
about how we 
have some 
very, very 
good places 
to visit within 
a few minutes 
of our own 
doorsteps. 

The Wroxton 
House Hotel 
is one such 
establishment. 

Having 

recently been 
educated in 
the delights 


of fine gin, we ordered two in 
the bar before venturing into the 
restaurant. The main dining area 
is fresh and has been decorated 
in a modern style - it felt extremely 
comfortable. There was a lime 
green theme to the dining room 
and having spent time in some 
other very worn out restaurants, 
quickly realised our 17th century 
restaurant was still in its first flushes 
of youth! 

Our food was first rate and the 
service impeccable on what was a 
busy evening. The highlight for me 
was the cod starter accompanied 
with a gorgeous relish. My partner 
chose a delicious breast of pigeon. 
It was so very good for her, I missed 
out on even the smallest morsel! 
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Unusually, I chose a steak tor 
my main course, a juicy rib eye 
accompanied by a Diane sauce, 
apparently this is quite 'retro 1 - it 
was very good. 

Between courses we were given 
amuse bouches: salmon roulade in 
chive mayonnaise. 

Our deputy manager Charlotte 
had studied taxonomy and wanted 
to work with animals but reverted 
to hospitality and I'm glad she did. 
She guided us through the evening 
with charm. Working well with her 
waiter Chris, the two were perfect 
examples of attentive, but not 
intrusive staff. 

Our room at The Wroxton House 
Hotel was good. We stayed in 
an annexe away from the main 
building and the room boasted oak 
beams and exposed stonework 
a plenty - perfect. The whole 
experience, from the welcoming 
chocolates (and fruit) to the 
immaculate bathroom, was that 
of a live star establishment. 
Importantly, the bed was every 
comfy. I am particular about the 
height, bulk and width of my pillows 


and am pleased to relate that 
there was a selection of various 
sizes making my night’s sleep so 
much easier. 

When my modestly wealthy great 
uncle visited Banbury from London, 
he would always insist on staying at 
the Wroxton House Hotel. 

He was a larger than life character 
who regularly dined at Claridges in 
the capital and he always enjoyed 
the hospitality provided by the staff 
at Wroxton, He wouldn't accept 


poor standards and didn’t mind 
paying a little more to enjoy the 
very best. 

Unfortunately my great uncle is 
no longer around, but happily. 

The Wroxton House Hotel still is. 
There have been a few changes 
to the management since then, 
but having just enjoyed the hotel's 
super hospitality. I’m glad to say 
that if he were to visit once again, 
my great uncle would still be 
suitably impressed. JW 


Best Western Plus Wroxton House Hotel 

Wroxton, nr Banbury 




This privately owned, quintessential country house hotel 
is a beautiful setting tor a memorable day. 

• Best Western Small Hotel of the Year 2015 • 2 AA Rosettes 
• No 1 hotel in Banbury on Tripadvisor 

Why not come along to our Wedding Open Evening 
on Thursday 30th June 2016 from 6pm - 9pm to meet the team and find out more! 


Call 01295 730777 


i \ 






www.bw-wroxlonhousehotel.co.uk 
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Davta Jowett With 
the cheese by the 
famous stone and , 
inset, Antony Curnow 
and David Jowett in 
the dairy 
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Magic, myth and legend 
surrounds the Neolithic 
stone circle at Great 
Rolflight and it seems that 
some of that magic has 
rubbed off on the local 
dheesemaker. 

David Jowett makes King 
Stone Cheese just yards 
from the famous monolith, 
and even though he has 
been working on it for less 
than a year, it has already 
found national acclaim. 

The King Stone cheese 
is a rind washed cows' 
milk cheese that was 
awarded first prize at the 


artisan cheese awards 
held in Me ft on Mowbray, 
Leicestershire. 

Mr Jowett commented: 

J We're fhri/Zed to win this 
prestigious award after 
setting our cheese for 
just eight months, if gives 
us credibility as a UK 
producer and affirms that 
we T re doing things right/' 

The King Stone Dairy, 
run by Antony Curnow, 
provides the milk for the 
cheese and his herd 
consists mainly of brown 
Swiss cows. They 
produce rich, fatty 
milk that is perfect for 
production. 


David commented: 

“f studied cheese 
microbiology in 
Nottingham and then 
worked at various cheese 
makers throughout 
the Midlands. Antony 
approached me with the 
chance 
to make 


The cheese can be 
found at 
numerous outlets 
ft including 
m Paxton and 
J ^ Whitfield and * 
Day les ford 
locally and at 
W La Fromagerie in 
London, 




* 


* 
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cheese here in Rollright 
and t accepted* The 
reason our cheese is so 
very good is that we do 
everything here as weii as 
we possib/y can, ” 

David pointed out that 
cheese making is an 
absorbing craft, “t enjoy 
ti absolutely iove it, 

Wh/isf a good wine might 
have a vintage year, a 
good cheese might have 
a vintage day 1 . Within 
certain parameters r a 
cheese can be good 
or excellent daily ." 

King Stone Cheese 
is best enjoyed with 
sour dough bread 
and cured meats. 
To find out how it 
tastes, you'll have 
to nip out and buy 
some... 















Dallas Burston Party 

Dallas Burston Polo Club opened Its doors last 
month for the start of the 2016 Season. A party 
was held in its Queen Elizabeth II pavilion, 
serving drinks and live music. DJ Scott Grainger 
filled the dance floor into the early hours. 

A fun-packed summer is in store at this fop 
quality venue, with many equine events and 
even The Brotherhood of Man will be making 
an appearance at Non-Stop ’Boogie 7CTs 
Gold’ night on Saturday 23rd July! 





I: Viv Hart A Hugh Horn's; 2: Fliss Watters, Hannah 
Henderson A Helen Stamper; 3: Chesel Chersby 
A Frankie Adair: 4: Demi Pestell A Matt Allan: 

5: Karen Salisbury ; Matthew Salisbury A Linda 
Comyn s; 6; term Koronifco/ou A Karen Welch; 7: 
Lee Burford , Roche/ Huddy A Dee Johnstone; 

8: Lfsa Mullen A Victoria Wadsworth: 9: Roche/ 

A DaWd Chuck; 10: Liz Taylor ; Richard G unton 
A organiser Ella Cloake: 1 1: Malco/m Deiyfh 
A £?d Batchelor: 12: /Marion, Fiona, Siobhan , 

A Michael Doherty: 13: Max Korin , Jayne 
Suominen, Diana Vince & Donna Cons; 14: 
Davina James A Fungie Bee; IS: Anita Shields 
A AH Mason-locker: 16; Dave A Sue Farrow: 

17: Derek A Maria Redmond, Frankie Sparono 
A Stefan Arno/d; 13: Frankie Adair A Sophie 
Franklin; 19: Helen Stamper, Ben 
Nichols and Ftiss Walters 


pictures by Jonathan Wain 
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The annual Adder bury Day of Dance took place recently and 
was, as always a fantastic success. 

Captured here, by local photographer Wendy Meagher are 
the traditional delights of this fabulous event. The Oxfordshire 
village's three teams danced from early morning to dusk and 
provided rich entertainment for both villagers and visitors alike. 
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Two Tragedies 
Much Enjoyed 


words: bruce cox 

Hamlet photographs: manuel hartan 
King Lear photographs: marc brennen 


wo of Shakespeare's greatest tragedies, 
each acknowledged as such by both 
actors and audiences, are Harriet and 
King Lear and 1 was recently fortunate enough 
to enjoy superb performances of each of them 
within the space of a month. The former is playing 
at the Royal Shakespeare Company as the big 
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production of its summer season at Stratford upon 
Avon and Is a very different version from any that 1 
- or anyone else for that matter - has ever seen. 

For a start, only four of the 28 
‘ ^ different roles in the play 

4 were performed by actors 

that were not of Afro* 
h Caribbean ancestry. 

A And the colourful 

stage sets combined 

- with the music 

and thunderous 

[ < v drumming 

all made for an 


Kevin Goidfng 
and Doreene 
fl/acfcsfock play the 
King and Queen in 
the 'play within a 
ploy' designed to 
expose Claudius as 
the murderer of his 
brother, Hamlet's 
father 


atmosphere that was more 
reminiscent of what life must 
have been like in the court 
of the rulers of mediaeval 
Mali or one of the other great 
kingdoms of central Africa 
than in the presumably chilly 
and definitely more grey 
surroundings of the Danish 
court in Elsinore. 


None of which made any 
difference to the narrative 
of the proceedings. The 
story of a prince who is 
summoned home from 
his studies in another 
country on the death of 
his father, only to find that 
his mother has married his 
father's brother in what 
seems to be indecent 
haste is one that could 
have happened anywhere. 
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As are the suspicions 
of as are the suspicions 
of murder, the intrigues 
devoted to exposing 
those to blame, the 
desire for revenge, the 
planning of more murders 
and the eventual littering 
of the stage with dead 
bodies! 

Yes, this is a different 
Hamlet indeed. And 
none the less enjoyable 
for rt. 

Full marks to director 
Simon Godwin for 
being prepared to 
take one of the most 
established of plays in a 
different direction. And, 
one assumes, equal 
accolades to RSC Artistic 
Director, Gregory Doran, 
for giving it the go-ahead 
and whatever other part he played 
in bring this fresh and innovative 
approach to fruition. 

One thing that is for sure is that 
the days of the always gloomy 
Prince of Denmark are now over. 
When David Tennant played the 
title role in 2010, he introduced a 
fighter touch and proved that there 
was some humour hidden away in 



above: a bereft Ophelia (Natalie 
Simpson) drowns herself over 
her treatment by Hamlet and 
the death of her father. Polonies, 
who is accidentally kitted by 
Hamlet while eavesdropping 
behind a curtain 

right: Tanya Moodie as Gertrude 
and C/arence Smith as Claudius 

in Hamlet 




Hamlet's psyche. 

Mow Paapa Essideu has 
broken the mould of the 
teenage prince as the 
‘Melancholy Dane' and 
thrown away the pieces. 

To the expected angst 
he added all of the other 
emotions of any teenager: 
confusion, explosive anger, 
sneeringly aggressive irony, 
se If * pity and a latent desire 
to give someone a good 
hiding (in his case obviously 
well justified). 

If ever there was a ‘must 
see' production, this is it. 

The play runs until August 
13th and opens in selected 
cinemas on June 8th. You 
can get the Stratford theatre 
tickets and find more details 
of both the RSC stage and 
your local screen timings by 
calling the RSC Box Office at 
0844 800 1114 or by going to 


the website at rsc.org.uk. 

A MEMORABLE KING IEAR 

The touring production of King Lear 
that 1 saw at the Oxford Playhouse 
was a part of the annual Made in 
Northampton series produced by 
that city's Royal & Derngate theatre 
- a series that is always highly* 
rated and Is currently overseen by 
the theatre's Artistic Director, James 
Dacre. 

Having unavoidably been 
forced to miss its opening run 
at Northampton, 1 was fortunate 
Indeed that the first stop on the 
production's national four was still 
close to home at the Playhouse as 
part of a national four put together 
by the Ambassador Theatre Group. 

The title role of the tragic (though 
imaginary) English king was played 
by the hugely experienced Michael 
Pennington, twice an Olivier Award 
nominee, many times a 
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performer with the RSC and a 
founder member of the English 
Shakespeare Company. Unusually, 
considering that Michael has been 
playing Shakespearean roles for 


some 50 years, this was the first 
lime that he has played the role of 



King Lear in this country. And what 
a debut it was! 

Previous actors that 1 have seen in 
the role include Michael Gambon 
(back in 1982), Ian McKellen in 
2007 and Greg Micks in 2010. Ail 
actors of massive reputation and all 
giving memorable performances. 

To those names, now add Michael 
Pennington. 

Incidentally, prior to debuting the 
role in the OK, Michael played it, 
with great reviews from the critics, 
at the Shakespeare Centre in New 
York in 2014. 


He has written a just- 

I released book about 
k that experience 
^ allied to his feelings 
k about the story 
i of Lear and of 
playing one of 
Shakespeare's 
greatest tragic 
roles. Entitled 
King Lear in 
Brooklyn , it is 
recommended 
by no less a 
Shakespearean 
luminary 
than Kenneth 
Branagh, 
who says “This 
book has all 
the wit, wisdom 
and passion that 
characterises 
w his [Pennington’s! 
performances and is 
written with honesty, 
heart and humour by a 
master of his craft/’ 


With this being the 400th 
Anniversary of his death, both 
the Oxford Playhouse and Royal 
& Derngate will be offering further 
opportunities for us to locally enjoy 
Shakespeare's works during the 
summer...although in a couple of 
cases in some rather different forms 

m At Northampton from June 23rd 
to June 2nd there comes a very 
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different version of 
The Tempest that will 
be done in musical 
theatre style! But 
don't expect this to be 
any more of a typical 
musical than it is a 
typical Shakespeare 
play. It is directed by 
the Oscar and BAFTA- 
winning Rebecca 
Lenkiewlcz, so expect 
something very 
special. 

More information on 
this and other Royal & 

Derngate productions 
can be found online at 
royaIStderngate.co.uk 
or by calling 01604 
62481L 

Moving on from 
Northampton to 
Oxford is just what The 
Complete Deaths by 
the Spymonkey theatre group has 
done. And if you bought this copy 
of Four Shires as soon as it hit the 
newsstands, you will still have time 
to see it at the Playhouse from June 
6th to 8th. 

Spymonkey are famous for their 
irreverent approach to drama and 
literature, which I can vouch for 
having seen their Oedipussy and 
Moby Drcte. 

But don't just take my word for this, 
no less than Time magazine has 
praised them for being “seriously, 
outrageously, cleverly funny 
clowns'. 

There are no less than 75 on 
stage deaths in Shakespeare's 
plays (albeit that one of these 
is an annoying black fly!) and 
Spymonkey deliver them all within 
this single production! 

And if you missed it at Oxford, you 
can catch it at the Warwick Arts 
Centre on October 6th & 7th. For 
details call 024 7652 4524 or go 
online at warwickartscentre.co.uk. 

Moving back to a more traditional 
approach to Shakespeare, note 
the dates from July l?fh to 31st 
because that is when the touring 
arm of the Globe Theatre company 
comes to Oxford, presented as 
part of the ‘Playhouse Plays Out' 
concept that at various times 



offers theatre in other 
locations around the 
city. Each year, actors 
from Shakespeare's 
Globe, the famous 
London theatre on 
the South Bank of 
the Thames, come 
to Oxford to perform 
in the wonderful 
surroundings of the 
Bodleian Library's Old 
School Quadrangle. 
This year’s offering is 
The Two Gentlemen 
of Verona and, 
as always, if Is an 
opportunity not to be 
missed. 

For Information on this 
and other Playhouse 
productions, go online 
to oxfordplayhouse. 
com or call 01865 
305305. 

opposite teff: Hamlet 
(Paapa Essiedo) gets re- 
acquanted with Yorick 

above: Gravedigger 
(Ewart James Waiters) 
with Hamtet fPaapa 
Fss/eduj. 

r/gfif: Poop a Esstedu 
piays Hamlet 









World Heritage Site and 
birthplace of Sir Winston 
Churchill, Blenheim 
Palace will once again 
play host to the UK's 
premier picnic concert 
series as the Battle Proms 
returns to Woodstock on 
Saturday 16 July 2016. 


Audience members 
will be treated to an 
exceptional evening of 
sublime classical music, 
carefully choreographed 
Spitfire and cavalry 
displays, dramatic 
cannon fire and a 
stunning firework finale. 



The concerts will once 
again be raising funds 
for their charity partner. 
Combat stress and 
organisers are now 
encouraging people 
to book early to ensure 
they don't miss out on 
the best available ticket 
prices for this fabulous 
events. Tickets can be 
ordered online at www. 
battleproms.com, or by 


calling the Box Office on 
01432 355 416 

Four Shires Magazine has 
three pairs of tickets to 
the Blenheim Battle Proms 
concert to give away! 

To enter all you need 
to do is email calhy@ 
fourshires.co.uk with your 
postal address by June 
20th for your chance to 
win. 
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Sibford School open day and Country Fair 



HandleBards at Stowe 

There are shows for all the family in 
the stunning setting of Stowe this 
summer. Experience the hilarity of 
Shakespeare with the inimitable 
boys on bikes - The HandleBards . 
They are back by popular 
demand. Bring a picnic and be 
ready to laugh out loud for joyous 
and rip-roaring renditions of two 
Shakespeare classics. 

17th June, 7pm, Much Ado About 
Noihing, South Front and 18th June, 
7pm, E/chard Hi, Temp/e of Concord 
and Wctory 

Tickets £I5/£1G concessions for 
each show, or £25/£l 8 If you book 
for both shows. Information and 
booking from www.artsatstowe. 
co.uk, or call 01280 825710. 


Sibford School near Banbury is 
expanding its annual Open Day 
for 2016 to Include a traditional 
Country Fair. 

Visitors to the event, which takes 
place on Saturday 18 June, will be 
able to enjoy a variety of craft and 
trade stalls selling hand-carved 
kitchen ware; pottery; local honeys, 
preserves and oils; and luxury picnic 
blankets. In addition, there will be 
refreshment stalls, a climbing wall 
and bungee run. 

The 201 6 event will be the last 
Open Day for Sibford Head, 

Michael Goodwin, who will be 
retiring in July after being at the 
school for 12 years. 

Sibford Open Day and Country Fair 
is open to parents of prospective 
pupils together with parents of 
current pupils, friends of the school, 
former staff, old scholars and the 
community at large. 

The theme for 2016 is 'Explore! 1 
and the day will start at 9.30am 
with a special celebratory 



performance featuring music 
and drama students. Exhibitions, 
demonstrations and displays will 
run from 10.30am and there will be 
a talk for parents of prospective 
pupils and their families at 
1 lam. The Country Fair will run from 
10.00am - 2pm. 

For further details visit www. 
sibfordschool.co.uk. 

Picture Caption: Toby Spence, who 
takes over as Sibford School Head 
in September, will be visiting the 
school’s annual Open Day later this 
month. He is pictured (above) with 
retiring Head Michael Goodwin, 
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near Banbury, Oxfordshire 0X15 5QL 


Open Day 

& Country Fair 

Featuring performances, practical demonstrations, 
stalls, entertainment , refreshments and much more 

Saturday 18 June from 9.30am 

Talk to parents of prospective pupils at 11am 
Stalls open from 10am - 2pm 

ALL WELCOME 

for further details visit WWW.SibfordSChOOl.CO.uk 

or call 01295 781203 
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France or Bust! 


Earlier this year four - slightly crazy 
- members of Brethertons bought 
a 1996 Lexus GS3QG for just 99p 
and entered it into the Twin Towns 
Challenge. Their aim? To join 99 
other cars r all casting no more 
than £500. This charity event in aid 
of 'SpecialEffect 1 , saw them drive 
all the way from Oxfordshire to Le 
Touquet, Witney's twin town, over 
the May bank holiday. 

Their route took in Blenheim Palace, 
Silverstone, Witney and Folkestone, 
as well as Abbeville and Calais 
in France. Their mission was to 
complete challenges and interact 
with other teams and members 
of the public to spread the word 
about Special Effect. And most 
importantly, raise money for them. 

if you're not aware of SpecialEffect, 
this wonderful West Oxfordshire- 
based charity uses technology to 
put the fun and inclusion back into 
the lives of people with physical 
disabilities. Its specially adapted 
gaming tech brings families and 


friends together 
and has a 
profoundly positive 
impact on therapy, 
confidence and 
rehabilitation. 

The 'Brethertons 
99ers' Team was 
Rosie Gladden 
(Marketing), 

Dani Green 
(Trainee Solicitor), 

Alistair Spencer 
(Solicitor) and 

Steve Neasham (Partner) who 
commented, 

“I loved the spirit of adventure 
on this challenge. We had great 
fun and the photos on the car of 
Brethertonians pulling funny faces, 
drew lots of comments! We met 
new people and raised money for 
a good cause at the same time 

You can still donate at www. 
twintown 16. co.uk/twfn-town-teams/ 
brethertons-99ers 






SWANN 

FINANCIAL CONSULTANCY 


01295 275269 

www. swannfmancial. co. uk 


Swann rmanrial Consultancy represents; only Si. James's Place Wealth Management pic i which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) idr the purpose oi 
advising solclv on iJu- Croup s wealth manapement products and services, more details oi which are set out cm the Croup's website w ww.sjp.co.uk/produets, 
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For advice on investment & pension 
planning, talk to Swann Financial* 
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Executors and Beneficiaries 

...beware of penalties from HMRC 



In ci recent case a 
man from Sussex has 
received a staggeringly 
large penalty from HM 
Revenue & Customs for 
failing to tell his father’s 
executors about a cash 
gift he received the year 
before his father's death. 

It is the responsibility 
of executors to make 
enquiries of the 
deceased’s family of 
any lifetime gifts made 
in the preceding seven 
years. If gifts are made 
and executors have not 
been thorough in their 
research, penalties as 
much as one hundred 
percent of the tax that 
is now payable can be 
due. 

in this case it was found 
that the executors 
had behaved properly 


in speaking 
to the family 
beneficiaries. 

A meeting was 
held at which 
the beneficiaries 
were asked 
if they had 
received any 
gifts from their 
late father in 
the preceding 
seven years. No 
disclosures were 
made and the 
executors duly 
submitted the 
Inland Revenue 
farm on this basis. 

Two years later HMRC 
received an anonymous 
tip-off that one of the 
beneficiaries had an 
undisclosed asset and 
it became clear that 
he had received a 
gift of £450,000 from 
the deceased. The 
beneficiary was charged 
£47,000 in inheritance 
fax and sixty five percent 
of the potential loss of 
inheritance tax revenue 
linked to the gift. This 
penalty was calculated 
at over £110,000, 

The beneficiary 
appealed but his appeal 
was rejected, finding 
that he had deliberately 
withheld the information. 


to executors but also 
to beneficiaries that 
they must take care to 
respond honestly and 
openly to executors’ 
enquiries. 

Executors should make 
and properly document 
thorough enquiries to 
establish a full picture 
of the deceased's 
estate and history 
before completing the 
necessary paperwork. 

instructing a solicitor to 
make sure that executors 
are covered against any 
such penalties for non¬ 
disclosure would be a 
prudent safeguard. 

Spratt Endicott is 
recognised by The 
Legal 500 UK as 
the leading firm in * 
North Oxfordshire 


in terms of its expertise 
and experience in the 
areas of personal tax, 
trusts, estate planning, 
wills and probate. 

For more information, 
please contact Lucy 
Gordon on Igordon® 
se-faw.co.uk or call 01295 
204045. 
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Whitley Stimpson Awards 
Laura Herbert Directorship 




As part of its ongoing growth plans 
Whitley Stimpson is delighted to 
announce the promotion of Laura 
Herbert who is based in the High 
Wycombe office and has just 
became the firm's fifth female 
director. 

Laura began her accounting 
career in 2005 by qualifying as a 
book-keeper before starting her 
first role In accounting practice. 
Laura joined the Hale Partnership 
in 2006, which then became 
Whitley Stimpson through a merger 
in 2010. She gained her ACCA 
qualification in 2011, achieved her 
FCCA accreditation in 2016 and 
now has particular interest in group 
accounts together with the related 
corporate tax issues. 

Tm delighted to have made 
director which is a huge 
achievement and has been my 
goaf for some time," comments 
Laura. “Whfrfey Sfrmpson has 
provided me with fantastic support 


over the fasf six years, f Ve been 
abfe to progress in my career 
through ongoing training and 
professional development . i now 
have the opportunity to make a 
real difference at Whitley Stimpson 
in a way that simply can’t be 
achieved as an employee.” 

For further Information and o 
free consultation, contact: Laura 
Herbert on 01494 448 1 22 or email: 
laurah@whitleystimpson.co.uk 



British Motor 
Museum retains its 
Coeliac UK Gluten 
Free accreditation 

The British Motor Museum is 
delighted to announce that they 
have retained their 'Coeiiac UK 
GF (Gluten Free) accreditation" 
and remain the first and only 
accreddifed conference centre in 
the UK. 

The accreditation aims to 
make eating out stress-free for 
people with coeliac disease, an 
autoimmune disease caused by 
Intolerance to gluten. 

Visitors to the Museum's Junction 
12 Cafe can now enjoy a wide 
range of gluten-free options 
including homemade sandwiches 
and cakes - ail safe in the 
knowledge that behind the scenes 
there is a physically separate 
gluten»free kitchen, ensuring there 
Is no risk of cross contamination. 

www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk 



We consistently deliver first rate advice to all our clients. 

We pride ourselves on our deep knowledge and strong accounting expertise. 


Contact Whitley Stimpson for a FREE consultation. 

Banbury Office: +44 (0)12.95 270200 

High Wycombe Office: +44(0)1494443122 
Bicester Office: + 44 (0)1369 252151 


PARTNERS IN 
YOUR PROGRESS 
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Whitley Stimpson 

CHASTER ED ACCOUNTANTS AND BUSINESS ADVISORS 









During a presentation at 
The Bear Hotel, Daniel 
spoke about the recent 
success of the company 
and growing number of 
bottles being produced 
at the Stourton based 
distillery. New markets 
have recently opened 
up in Australia and in San 
Francisco. 

Cotswolds gin has 
recently won major 
awards, with the 1616 
branded barrel aged gin 
proving very popular. 


Sharing a Glass 
of Cotswolds Gin 


With that gin, the 
company pays homage 
to Shakespeare on the 
400th anniversary of his 
death, Shakespeare was 
known to fancy his ale 
and wine but in his days 
gin was made mainly 
in Holland and called 
Genever. It came to 
the UK in the mid-17th 
century with the return 
of British soldiers who 
learned about “Dutch 
Courage" during the 
Thirty Years’ War. Gin back 
then was made mainly 
with malt spirit which was 
redistilled and flavoured 
with botanicals, primarily 
juniper (Genever in 
Dutch, hence the name). 

The gin is made by 
redistilling their malt 
whisky spirit in their 
bespoke Holstein pot 



still, combining it with 
juniper, coriander, cassia, 
nutmeg, orange peel 
and a few other secret 
botanicalfst is then aged 
in specially toasted and 
recharred wine casks, 
in which it mellows and 
develops wonderful notes 
of wood and fruit. Best 
served neat or over ice, 


it’s also a tasty treat with 
ginger beer, 

above: celebrating the 
recent success of the 
Cote wolds Distillery, The 
Bear Hotel's Generai 
Manager Christopher Rate 
shares a glass of Cotswolds 
gin with the founder Daniel 
Szor. 


01295 271888 admin@mcrobieadoms.co.uk mcrobieadams.co.uk 
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Text to Donate 

and do something great 


Changes to Death Benefits 

Money Purchase Pension Plans 


People who would like to otter support to rough 
sleepers can take advantage of a new text service 
which has been backed by Cherwell District Council. 

The Beacon Centre, which runs a charitable drop*in 
centre in Banbury, has launched a new number which 
will allow people to text donations of £1, £2, £3, £4, 

£5 or £10. Any money raised will be shared between 
charities working within the Cherwell District to support 
people who are at risk of homelessness. 

The new service forms part of a partnership initiative 
between the council and organisations including 
Thames Valley Police, homelessness charities and 
support services to promote the support available to 
rough sleepers. 

To make a donation using 
the new text number text 
NOXF11 (space) E(amount) 
to 70070. For example, to 
text £10 text NOXF11 £10 to 
70070. 

Alternatively anyone with 
concerns about a rough 
sleeper can report them 
online afwww.streeflink.org 
uk or call 0300 5000914. 



Planning for retirement 
has always been 
important and recent 
changes to the pension 
rules mean that even 
more care should be 
taken to be clear on 
the tax treatment. If an 
individual dies before 
they reach the age of 75 
and the beneficiary takes 
the pension funds within 
2 years of death, the full 
amount is tax free. If not 
taken within 2 years from 
the date of death, any 
sum taken is to be taxed 
at the beneficiaries 1 
marginal rate. 

On death after age 
75, the benefits can be 
drawn in full or part by 
the beneficiary and tax 
will be deducted at the 
marginal rate of the 
beneficiary. (If the plan 
holder dies over age 75 


and 

has not 

taken 

the tax 

free 

lump 

sum. 



the 

estate is not eligible to 
draw 25% as tax free, this 
is only available to plan 
holder whilst alive). 


On the death of 
a beneficiary, any 
remaining funds can be 
passed on again. It is the 
age of the beneficiary 
at date of death that 
dictates whether funds 
are taxable, not the age 
of the original member. 

For any advice on you 
pension plan you can 
speak to me, Baljit Kaur 
on 01295 250 401 or 
bkaur@ellacofts.co.uk. 



One less thing to 
worry about! 

"Trust Ellacotts to provide you with a range of tailored 
services, knowledgeable expertise and strategic ideas to 
help you and your business thrive. 

For a free initial consultation 

Tel: 01295 250401 
Email: mail@ellacotts.co.uk 
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Cllr Jim Broomfield and his Consort 
Ms Debbe Perry hosted their Civic 
Charity Ball and Auction on Friday 
22nd April at Brackiey Town HaEL 
Cllr lan McCord (Leader of SNC), 
Banbury Town Mayor Cllr Tony 
Mepham were joined by Brackiey 
Town Deputy Mayor Cllr Fiona Baker 
and her Consort Mr Colin Baker, 
District Councillors, Brackiey Town 
Councillors and members of the 
local business community. 

Guests enjoyed a performance 
from Brackiey Rock Choir followed 
by a three course dinner provided 
by Limes Farm, Celebrated 
Auctioneer Charlie Ross Esq 
presided over an auction of lots 
donated by local companies and 
organisations., A tombola table 
aiso helped contribute to the 
£2,300 raised on the night in aid 
of Katharine House Hospice and 
Warwickshire Northamptonshire Air 
Ambulance. 


pictures by 
Jeremy Wilton 


Civic 

Charity 

Ball 


A most enjoyable evening was 
rounded off by dancing to The 
Great Central Big Band. 


I: Banbury Town I I t 

Mayor Tony Meopham 1 ■ . S 

& consort Leslie; 2: \ vt ft tto fi 

Sheila Robbins with the V V 1 B f | 

tombola; 3: Brackiey \ 1 ft I r 

Mayor Jim Broomfield \ j ] , j 12/ I ^ ^ 

and Debbe Perry on l 

the drums!; 4; Ron and 

Perdita Sawbridge, lan McCord, Brackiey Mayor Jim Broomfield , Debbe Perry, 
Banbury Town Mayor Tony Meopham & consort Leslie Meopham; 5: Chris & Vaf 
Pendleton & Debbe Perry; 6: Stuart & Sara Kirkwood; 7: Kevin & Blaine Dixon; B: 

Tony & Karen Bogof-Webb; 9: Clare & David Freestone, Gary and Hannah Freeland, 
Stephen & Caroline Freestone; 10: Richard Cox , Irene Lomas, Paul & Blaine Wiltshire 
11: James & Claire Dun; 12: Richard Butler & Jenny Collyer; 13: Peter Milne & Lynn 
Cowley; 14: Fiona Baker & lan McCord; IS: Malcolm & Shirley Fancourt; 16: Ray & 
Gill Abbott, Tony Marks, Pam Archdale, Rosemary Leper & Graham Archdale 










MIDLAND BUS DRIVER 

We are unsure of who this 
Midland Red bus driver 
was but would love to 
hear more about him. 


ABSEILING, RAFT BUILDING AND 
WINNING TEAMS 


BANBURY CRICKET TEAM 


These fantastic set of pictures show a 
group of youngsters faking part in a 
possible team building exercise 
back in the 60's or 70*s. It looks like 
it was no walk in the park for the 
winning team, who had to abseil and 
build the best raft In order to win. If 
anyone can shed more light on this 
event or the people pictured, we 
would love to hear from you. 


This is a picture of a Banbury Cricket 
team taken in 1970 - do you know how 
well they did that year or recognise 
anyone pictured? 


CAR WASH 


If you have any information about any of 
the picture on these pages please email 
caihy@fourshires.co.uk or calf the Four 
Shires office 01295 2 73138. 


We believe these images show a car wash, set up in 
1968 as part of the scout's 'bob-a-job' week. 




































SCOUT CARS 1 969 


This fabulous set of 


LOOKING BACK 


BLOXHAM SCHOOL JUDO 


These pictures show some 
very energetic youngsters 
throwing each other to 
the ground as part of a 
Judo class at Bloxham 
School back In 1970. 


HOCKEY PLAYER 


E 201 6 


TRAMPO LINING 


Trampolining has seen a resurgence in popularity over 
the last few years, with many homeowners now having 
one in their back gardens. There would have been a 
time when you 
would have had 
to visit a club 
or could only 
spring up and 
down as part of 
PE at school. This 
photograph was 
taken in 1972 at 
Banbury Youth 
Club H and we 
believe it to be 
our very own 
Jonathan WalnJ 


These pictures were 
simply labelled 'Hockey 
player (1970)'. We wonder 
if this was a local famous 
player perhaps and would 
love to know the reason 
lor this photograph. 


From the looks of 
this picture, the 
local team pictured 
here did very well 
during their season, 
given by the 
amount of trophies 
and cups they are 
holding. We are 
both unsure of the 
year and the team. 


pictures feature a flurry 
of scout cars, possible 
made to complete one of 
the badges? We certainly 
recognise one of the 
youngsters behind the 
wheel! 


The super old car was photographed in 1969 next 
to our very own Banbury Cross. We think it is a great 
looking motor. 


LADY CYCLIST 


Once again, we 
have no idea what 
the achievements 


of this particluar 
lady cyclist were. 


If anyone knows 
please get in touch 


LOCAL FOOTBALL 
TEAM 




UNTOUCHABLE’S CAR 



































LOOKING BACK 



















.J 

IL i 


k 


t3 




F 


▼ > 



n! 

, i •< 


■ 


f 




u rIt 

>K11 






^ -7 







ENOCH POWELi 
VISITS THE HORTON 
HOSPITAL IN THE 60s 

Shortly after 
conservative 
politician Enoch 
Powell made his 
infamous ‘Rivers of 
Blood 1 speech, he 
visited Banbury's 
Horton Hospital. 
Luckily enough, the 
worst excesses of 
his speech never 
came to pass and 
immigration to the UK 
promoted distinctive 
advantages and 
disadvantages. With 
a very important 
referendum on the 
future of the UK's 
inclusion in the 
European Community 
approaching, we 
wonder how Mr 
Powell might have 
voted? 
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BANBURY PEOPLE WATCHING THE QUEEN’S CORONATION 

Back in 1 953 very few people In Banbury had television sets. The crowd 
pictured here gazing through the window of a shop selling televisions are 
viewing what was a very important event back in 1953 - the coronation of 
Queen Elisabeth II. Nowadays people in Banbury could probably stream 
such an event and watch it quite happily on a telephone! 







BANBURY RUN 


Always a favourite with the Editor, 
the Banbury Run is an event that 
sees many pre 1930s motorcycles 
trundling through the highways and 
byeways of the Four Shires. The 
event has been staged at various 
venues throughout the years, this 
time It will be based at The British 
Motor Museum in Gaydon. The 
picture featured here dates from 
the 1960s when the event was 
staged !n the centre of Banbury. 

ALDERMAR5TON MARCH 

In the 1960s, students and the 
population in general; seemed more 
willing to take up banners and to 
march to further their political aims. 
Will we see people on the streets 
this month marching In favour of 
l Brexit*, we shall see... 

If you have any Information on the 
pictures featured on these pages 
please email cafhyi§fourshires* 
co.uk or caff 0 7295 273 J3S. 



























Hobbies and storage 
_ 





where do they go? 




Car storage; gym equipment; horses; 
yoga studio....? 

Hobbies can demand the need for additional storage space. This 
can come fn many forms, and may need planning permission. We 
have worked with many clients looking at alternative uses of existing 
agricultural buildings and outbuildings associated with 
larger properties. 

We have worked on many 



negotiations with the planning 


You may hove o born, or 
outbuilding which you have 
your eye on. Is it suitable, do 
you need planning permission? 
And, topically for this time of 
year, are there bats or newts? 



Rebecca Lock 


There are Permitted 
Development Rights which 
allow for the conversion of 
existing buildings for some 
purposes. You may not need 
full planning permission, but 
you may need to notify your 
local planning authority of the 
change of use. 

Whilst permitted development 
rights do not necessarily 
address protected species, we 
would recommend that you 
investigate suitable buildings. 
Now is a really good time 
for surveys, and will help you 
understand your responsibilities, 
and design your project to 
minimise the impact to any 
bats, newts or other protected 
species. Simon Parker at 
Turnstone Ecology explains; 

"Here at Turnstone Ecology 
we always work to find 
common ground between 
clients' needs and those of 
legally protected species. 


projects where clients have 
converted buildings under 
permitted development 
rights. Whilst not getting a 
survey may seem the cheaper 
option, in each of these 
projects early engagement 
between client and ecologists 
has in fact enabled the work 
to keep to a tight timescale 
with no last minute discoveries 
adding costly delays to the 
programme. 

It is art often held myth that if 
they aren't mentioned in the 
planning process, protected 
species such as bats do not 
need further consideration 
during a development. Even 
if you've never seen them 
there, bats can depend heavily 
on those rarely used, slightly 
decrepit looking buildings and 
if you proceed to convert 
these buildings, whether under 
permitted development or not 
you could leave yourself open 
to a hefty fine and a criminal 
record as well as contributing 
to the decline of some of our 
rarest native wildlife. 

Bats and other protected 
species have received 
significant and unjustified 
negative press in recent years. 
These stories ore largely based 
on projects where bats have 
been discovered during last 
minute for even last second) 
consideration, at which point 
many of the options for working 
alongside these animals in the 
development have expired 
and the finite survey seasons 
may be over-leading to 
unnecessary delays and costs." 

Early investigations will 
ensure that you can build 
any mitigation into your final 
design. This means reduced 


authority and also a realistically 
workable design which can be 
built out as soon as you have 
your permission. 

Fisher German and Turnstone 
Ecology would be delighted 


to provide you with further 
advice if you are considering 
re-use of your buildings, and 
would be happy to meet for 
a no-obligatlon site visit in the 
first instance to discuss planning 
and ecology issues, 


Contact: 

rebecca.lGckSfishergerman.co.uk; 07557 03S4F7 
sparkerS turn stone ecology, co.uk; 07766 0S8 846 


your loCG I team 




rural consultancy 
property agency 
planning & construction 
renewable energy 
utilities & infrastructure 
HS2 advice 
commercial 

contact us on 

Banbury 01295 271555 

banbi_ Sfishergerman.co.uk. 


innovative thinking, inspired solutions 


Ci 


FISHER 

GERMAN 


www.fishergerman.co.uk 


















F N PILE & SONS 

FIR TREE FARM, WARMINGTON 
BAN Bl RY 0X17 UL 01295 211791) 


GARDEN MACHINERY 
SERVICING & REPAIRS 

All makes and models 
collection and delivery available 
Telephone for details 



/ R PC • Randerson 

Carpets 
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Boltons Auto Services 


Unit 1, Spring Lane, Little Bourton, Banbury, 0X17 IRB 

■ Repairs and Servicing to all makes including LCV 

* M.O.T. preparation and repairs • Welding 

■ Diagnostic checks on ail makes 

■ Tyres supplied and fitted^. 

• 4 Wheel alignment 

FREE LOCAL COLLECTION] 

& DELIVERY AVAILABLE 

TEL: 01295 750494 
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Drain Services 
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GENUINE 24 HOUR 7 DAY REHVICE 
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Mob 0781 2672903 Email: boltonautoseivlces@btcomiectcom 




PHONE 01295 758303 


\ 1 —Si 

\ 1 \ * 


JUNEI016 


A FOUR SHIRES 
maga/enl. 








































MUSIC 



Bryan Ferry 

at Cornbury Music Festival 


Are you looking forward to 
Cornbury Music Festival? 

Yes, Pve heard very good things 
about the festival, that it's quite 
a laid back atmosphere and in a 
beautiful part of the country. 

Will you be doing anything different 
to your normal set? 

We will be making a selection of 
songs from the tour set we are 
currently engaged in. These are 
songs taken from many albums, 
both from my Roxy Music and solo 
careers. 

Are you a fan of festivals in 
general? 

Generally festivals ore much better 
now than they used to be. The 
sound is better and the facilities are 
more up to scratch. 

Do you enjoy playing them? 


What are the problems? 

The weather can cause problems, 
especially for singers. 

Are you having any Instant-live CDs 
made? 

Yes we have a live CD of the show 
on sale. It was recorded with my 
current band on our recent tour of 
Germany. 

Will you go to watch any yourself? 

\ am thrilled to see Booker T 
is playing at Cornbury. I shall 
definitely go to see him. He’s one 
of the key players from the original 
Stax label which is one of my 
favourite areas of music. 

What are your current plans re other 
festivals? 

We have two festivals in Canada 
and one in the US in the summer. 

Bryan Ferry ftead//nes Cornbury 
Fesf/Vaf on Saturday 9th duty, 
supported by All Saints , Corlnne 
Bailey Rae and Booker T. 

Visit www.cornburyfestivai.com for 
information and tickets 
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BERK S NEST COMEDY STAGE I THE OTHER STAGE I RIVERSIDE STAGE 
COMPLETE CHILDREN’S ZONE I EXTENSIVE FAIRGROUND I GOURMET CATERERS 
& VILLAGE TEA TENT I BEAUTIFUL CAMPING 1 GORGEOUS GLAMPING 

comburymus icfes ti val .com 
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ENGLAND'S MOST CIVILISED GATHERING - KiM|H 

THE COMPLETE SUMMER WEEKEND flNUilll Im m ^1 














































































Portbolio 

OF FINE DIAMONDS 




EXCLUSIVELY AT 



Mi chaeiJonesJeweilerco.uk 



# Perfect Forever 


